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OPENING  A  PHARMACY. 

Now  ready,  a  now  and  enlarged  edition  of  this  popular  book  con- 
taining much  now  matter,  such  as  bookkeeping  for  chemists, 
advertising,  leases,  pharmacy  laws,  and  other  subjects  which 
those  commencing  business  on  their  own  account  want  to  know. 
The  opening  orders  are  fully  detailed.  Price  2s ,  by  post  2s.  3d. 
Published  at  the  offices  of  tho  O.  S  £>.,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


TWENTY-ONE  MILLION  POUNDS. 

That  is  the  sum  represented  by  the  exports  during  1903  of  British 
manufactured  goods  in  the  departments  of  trade  covered  by  the 
colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  exports  of  medicinal  preparations  alone  represent  a  daily 
turnover  of  4, C00?. 

This  cxport-busineS3  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  Merchant 
Shippers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  execute  the  indents. 

Manufacturers  and  merchants  who  supply  the  goods  will  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  placing  announcements  respecting  them 
before  the  shippers,  and  they  will  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
in  the  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  be  published  on  March  12,  1904.  The  Publisher  is  now  making 
arrangments  for  the  issue,  and  those  who  wish  to  secure  space  in 
it  should  address  him  without  delay. 


The  News  Item  of  the  week  13  that  the  Board  of  Inlan? 
Revenue  have  granted  the  privileges  cf  Exemptioa  3  to  drug- 
store keepers  who  are  not  registered  ch?,mists. 

The  Patent-medicine  Veadors'  and  Drag-stara  Keepers'  Asso- 
ciation moved  in  the  matter,  and  have  obtainel  the  concession, 
which  is  to  be  enjoved  by  those  only  who  can  prove  that  they 
have  served  a  bona  fide  apprenticeship  to  a  chemist  and  druggist. 

We  give  particulars  on  p.  370,  an!  suggest  in  ai  articlo  oa 
p.  350  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  ought  to  rajve  in  this 
matter  very  promptly. 

A  Sudden  Advanch  of  25  p:r  ceiat.  has  taken  place  in  iodinc- 
and  preparations  (p.  361'. 

Exporters  to  Portuguese  East  Africa  should  note  the  hint  on. 
p.  337  regarding  the  direct  on  of  goods. 

Mr.  Robert  Tocher,  of  Glasgo.v,  his  given  further  interesting 
advice  about  optical  goods  as  a  chemists'  side  line.  See  abstract 
of  his  article  on  page  348. 

Our  latest  advices  and  information  in  respect  to  cad-liver  oil  all 
point  to  lower  prices  for  th 3  new  Nor  »egUn  or  >p.  We  publish 
our  first  cablegram  in  regard  to  the  catch  (p.  00O). 

Plaster-spreading  is  the  subject  of  an  interesting  and  prac- 
tical article  by  Mr."  A.  W.  Gerrard,  President  of  tha  Midland 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  we  report  on  p.  342. 

The  Position  op  Camphor  becomes  harder  every  day,  and  we 
have  ascertained  that  there  is  no  hope  of  fresh  supplies  of  crude 
camphor  being  shipped  from  the  East  before  April  (p.  352). 

"Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  Vol.  II,  is  now  realy,  and  we 
are  despatching  copies  on  order  a?  fast  as  possible.  We  print  on 
p.  340  apprec  ations  cf  the  new  volume  by  som-e  well-known  men. 

The  last  Students'  Corner  sample  was  dolomite  from  Binn, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Watt  takes  the  first  prize  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Edwards  the 
second.  The  tournament  is  in  an  exceptionally  intsrestiag  con- 
dition (p.  332) 

We  give  a  complete  synopsis  of  tho  pharmacv-ssctions  of  tht 
Orange  River  Colony  Medical  and  Pharmicy  Ordinance,  so 
as  to  compare  with  the  information  about  the  draft  given  by  ua 
in  November  last  (p.  338). 

The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  has 
written  to  each  member  of  Parliament  regarding  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  chemists  are  asked  to  back  up  the  Federation's  efforts  to. 
advance  the  measure  (p.  3£9). 

English  and  Japanese  refined  canphor,  menthol,  and  pspper- 
mint  oil  are  rising  markets.  Chloral  hydrate  and  hydrastin  are 
also  higher.  Quinine  is  firmer,  and  American  HG3  peppermint 
oil  is  weaker.  Carbolic  acid  is  dearer.  Business  is  faiily  good 
(p.  360,'. 

Cancer  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  in  the  "  Westminster  Review  " 
by  Mr.  J.  A.  Gibson,  chemist,  E  linburgh,  who  holds  that  where 
life  is  lived  closest  to  nature  there  cancer  i3  rarest  (p.  353).  Dr. 
Adams  recommends  a  special  blend  cf  eucalyptus  oil  as  a  cure  fo? 
cancer.    The  blend  is  called  "Mulyptol"  (p.  352). 

Co-operative  Buying  has  been  discussed  by  the  Chemists' 
Assoc'ations  at  Bournemouth  and  Burnley  (p.  341).  The  Council 
of  the  P.  A.T  A.  has  resolved  to  call  the  attention  of  local  associa- 
tions to  the  fact  that  distribution  of  P.A.T.A.  articles  to  retailers 
at  manufacturers'  prices  is  a  violation  of  the  P.A.T.A.  rulas- 
(P.  347). 

Duty-free  Sfirit  for  industrial  purposes  is  the  subject  of.  a 
paper  by  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  who  reported  progress  on  the  subject  and 
called  attention  to  the  free  imputation  duty-free  of  a  large 
number  of  chemicals  in  the  producing  which  alcohol  is  U3ed.  It 
was  suggested  duriDg  the  debate  that  the  Treasary  should  be 
asked  to  cheapen  methylated  spirit  by  bearing  the  cost  oi 
metliylation  and  paying  a  drawback  (p.  351  aad  p.  333). 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Our  Parliamentary  representative  writes:  "Mr.  Liugh  in- 
formed mo  yesterday  that  he  hoptd  (o  introduce  the  Phar.nscy 
Eill  to-day  (Thursday1.  The  hon.  member,  however,  though  he 
wa3  in  his  place  at  the  close  of  questions,  did  cot  find  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  out  his  purpose.  You  may  expect  to  h»ar  of 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  however,  in  the  courss  of  a  few 
days." 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  the  States  of 
Jersey,  introduced  into  the  Legislature  by  Dr.  Duret-Aubin,  has. 
been  passed. 
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Corner  tor  Stuoents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


THE  mineral  distributed  to  students  on  January  27  was 
dolomite  from  Binn,  in  Switzerland.  This  mineral 
consists  of  calcium  and  magnesium  carbonates,  and,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  it  is  sometimes  free  from  anything 
more  than  traces  of  other  constituents.  The  following 
figures,  which  are  quoted  by  Dana  in  his  "Text-book  of 
Mineralogy,"  show  the  quantitative  composition  of  a  sample 
-of  dolomite  from  the  same  locality  : 

CaC03    •  v  55-06 

MgC05     ...    ...  44-55 

99-31 

In  addition  to  the  above  normal  constituents,  the  present 
sample  contained  distinct  traces  of  iron,  aluminium,  and  the 
silicic  radical,  and  minute  traces  of  manganese,  zinc, 
chlorine,  and  sulphur  (the  last-mentioned  in  combination 
as  sulphide). 

Samples  of  the  mineral  were  distributed  to  eighty-two 
students,  and  fifty  reports  upon  its  analysis  were  sent  in  for 
examination. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  normal  and  the  more 
important  of  the  occasional  constituents  of  the  mineral 
were:  (a)  Metallic  radicals:  Calcium,  2;  magnesium,  8; 
iron,  25;  aluminium,  37.  (A)  Acid  radicals:  Carbonic,  2; 
silicic,  33. 

Although  cold  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  had  very  little 
action  on  the  dolomite,  the  same  acid,  when  hot  and 
moderately  concentrated,  attacked  it  rapidly,  with  brisk 
evolution  of  a  gas  which  was  easily  recognised  as  carbonic 
anhydride.  A  small  portion  of  the  mineral,  consisting  of 
slender  shining  scales,  remained  undissolved  by  hydrochloric 
and  nitric  acids,  and  had  to  be  dealt  with  as  an  insoluble 
substance.  In  the  examination  of  the  original  hydrochloric- 
acid  solution,  the  detection  of  calcium  and  magnesium  did 
not  present  any  difficulty,  but  many  students  failed  to 
observe  any  indication  of  the  traces  of  iron  and  aluminium 
-which  were  present.  On  the  addition  of  excess  of  ammonia 
with  a  view  to  precipitating  the  hydroxides  of  these  metals, 
a  slight  brownish  precipitate  was  obtained,  in  which  iron 
was  easily  enough  recognised  ;  but  the  separation  and  recog- 
nition of  aluminium  were  rather  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
very  small  quantity  which  was  present. 

A  considerable  number  of  students  failed  to  note  that  an 
insoluble  residue  was  left  after  the  treatment  of  the  mineral 
with  acids.  Although  relatively  small  in  quantity,  this 
residue  was  too  conspicuous gto  be  entirely  overlooked  by  the 
more  careful  observers  amongst  our  correspondents.  The 
majority  of  those  who  observed  it  also  attempted  to  analyse 
it,  the  usual  mode  of  attack  being  that  of  fusion  with 
alkali-metal  carbonate.  In  almost  every  case,  however, 
when  the  presence  of  the  silicic  radical  had  been  esta- 
blished, no  investigation  for  metallic  radicals  was  made, 
and  the  residue  was  simply  described  as  "  silica."  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  residue  was  not  silica,  but  a  silicate,  and 
it  contained  aluminium  and  calcium  along  with  traces  of 


alkali  metals.  A  few  students  who  observed  the  residue 
reported  it  as  too  small  for  examination.  This  was  scarcely 
justifiable,  since  its  fusion  with  sodium  carbonate  on  a 
looped  platinum  wire  could  b3  carried  out  without  any  diffi- 
culty, and  careful  treatment  o£  the  resulting  bead  revealed 
the  presence  of  the  silicic  radical  and  of  aluminium  and 
calcium. 

The  presence  of  strontium  was  reported  by  a  good  many 
students,  but  apparently  this  was  in  consequence  of  the 
flime-colouration  due  to  calcium  being  taken  for  that  of 
strontium.  The  flame-colouration  which  was,  in  a  few 
cases,  attributed  to  lithium  seems  also  to  have  been  due  to 
traces  of  calcium  which  had  not  been  completely  removed. 

A  few  students  reported  the  presence  of  the  sulphuric 
radical,  but  we  were  unable  to  find  any  trace  of  it.  We 
regard  traces  of  sulphate  present  as  impurity  in  the  sodium 
carbonate  employed  in  preparing  a  solution  to  be  tested  for 
acid  radicals,  as  mainly  responsible  for  this  radical  being 
reported  p  esent.  In  one  or  two  instances  the  insoluble 
residue  was  also  reported  to  contain  sulphate.  As  this 
residue  contained  some  minute  fragments  of  iron  pyrites, 
which,  on  fusion  with  sodium  carbonate  in  contact  with  air, 
would  yield  traces  of  sodium  sulphate,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
account  for  the  presence  of  sulphate  being  indicated  here. 
The  action  of  concentrated  nitric  acid  on  the  iron  pyrites 
no  doubt  also  produced  traces  of  sulphuric  acid  in  a  few 
cases. 

The  slight  trace  of  yell)w  precipitate  obtained  by  a  few 
students  when  testing  with  ammonium  molybdate  for  the 
phosphoric  radical  was  due  to  the  presence  of  traces  of 
silicic  acid  in  the  solution  examined.  In  solutions  obtained 
from  minerals  containing  silicates  it  is  necessary  to  eliminate 
all  the  silicic  acid  as  insoluble  silica  prior  to  testing  for 
phosphate. 

A  very  common  misconception  with  respect  to  this 
month's  exercise  was  that  mere  boiling  of  the  mineral  with 
sodium  carbonate  would  yield  a  solution  containing  any  acid 
radicals  present  in  it.  The  use  of  sodium  carbonate  in  this 
way,  even  in  the  case  of  mixtures  made  up  artificially  for 
analysis,  is  only  effective  as  a  partial  measure,  inasmuch  as 
many  insoluble  substances  (such,  for  example,  as  zinc 
sulphide)  are  practically  unattacked  by  boiling  with  con- 
centrated solution  of  sodium  carbonate.  Insoluble  minerals, 
as  a  rule,  are  but  slightly  affected  by  the  action  of  sodium 
carbonate,  except  when  they  are  fused  with  large  excess  of 
it  in  the  dry  state. 

Another  misconception  on  the  part  of  a  few  students  was 
that  the  mineral  could  not  contain  alkali  metals  because 
these  were  absent  from  the  original  hydrochloric-acid  solu- 
tion. It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  alkali  metals  are 
necessarily  absent  from  substances  which  are  insoluble  in 
water  and  dilute  acids,  since  many  insoluble  silicates  con- 
tain these  metals  in  considerable  quantity. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 

Fred.  J.  Watt,  Hingham,  Norfolk. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

James  MoC.  Edwards,  171  New  King's  Road,  London, 
S.W. 


First  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize, 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 
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Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 

1.  Correspondents  mho  are  unqualified: 
F  J  Watt  (first  prize)  ... 
J.  MoC.  Edwards  (second 

prize)   

Morphia   

Salex 

R>ces  ter   

Boxer 

Poly  

W.  P.  P  

J.  S.  W  

Nondum 

A.  E.  S  

J.  R.  H  

Mac  

Max  

Niphetos  ...   

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified 
indicated  that  they  are  unqualified  : 

Alchemist  ... 

Alchemy   

Cryptopine  

Danwer 

F.  H.  W  

Glacialine  

John  E.  S.  Hackforth 
Heathen 
Hebron 

J.  H.  P  


To  Correspondents. 
Special  Memoranda,  suggested  by  this  month's  reports: 

1.  Chloroplatinic  acid  should  not  be  added  to  the  original 
hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  a  substance,  in  order  to  test  for 
potassium,  in  the  absence  of  any  knowledge  as  to  which  other 
metallic  radicals  are  present.  Tho  metals  belonging  to  all  the 
groups  except  that  of  the  alkali  metals  should  be  removed  before 
the  test  is  applied. 

2.  It  is  usually  quite  misleading  to  apply  the  flame  and 
blue-glass  test  for  potassium  to  substances  which  contain 
metals  of  the  barium  group,  sines  the  flame-colours  produced  by 
the  latter  metals  are  more  or  less  distinctly  visible  through  the 
blue  glass.  This  test  also  should  only  be  applied  after  the  metals 
belonging  to  all  the  other  groups  have  been  removed. 

Morphia.— Although  you  included  traces  of  aluminium  and  of 
silica  in  your  summary  of  constituents,  you  did  not  succeed  in 
establishing  with  certainty  their  presence  in  the  mineral. 

Boxer.— The  trace  of  chloride  in  the  mineral  was  much  too 
small  to  be  recognised  by  means  of  the  mxnganese  peroxide  and 
sulphuric  acid  test  as  ordinarily  applied.  The  chlorine  you 
obtained  was  almost  certainly  present  as  impurity  in  the  man- 
ganese peroxide. 

_  Poly.— The  borax  bead  colouration  which  you  ascribed  to  a  trace 
of  nickol  was  due  to  the  trace  of  manganese  which  the  mineral 
contained.  We  were  not  able  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  any  trace  of  arsenium. 

W.  P.  P. —Fusion  with  sodium  carbonate  in  a  porcelain  crucible 
is  not  admissible  if  the  fused  mass  is  to  be  tested  for  aluminium 
and  for  silicic  acid,  since  the  glaze  of  the  crucible  is  almost  certain 
to  be  attacked  and  to  yield  these  substances  in  quite  appreciable 
quantity.  We  failed  to  find  any  traces  of  lithium  or  of  the  phos- 
phoric radical. 

Nondum,  A.  E.  S.,  and  Other3.— The  supposed  potassium-flame 
was  merely  the  calcium-flame  seen  through  the  blue  glass.  The 
flame-test  for  potassium  should  be  employed  after  the  removal  of 
barium-group  metals. 

Johnstone.— The  solubility  in  dilute  acids  of  a  substance  con- 
taining calcium  does  not  prove  the  absence  of  the  sulphuric 
radical.  Calcium  sulphate  dissolves  freely  in  hot  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid. 

Maire.— The  odour  which  you  took  for  that  of  sulphurous 
anhydride  was  due  to  the  presence  of  hydrochloric  acid.  Some  of 
the  latter  substance  is  volatilised  when  even  a  dilute  solution  of 
it  is  boiled. 

A.  S.  Birkbeck.— Contrary  to  your  experience,  we  founl  that 
the  miner.il  d>d  not  fuse  or  give  off  any,  noticeable  quantity  of 
water  on  heating,  and  did  not  appreciably  dissolve  in  water. 

Xenon.— On  repeating  your  experiments  we  failed  to  obtain 
any  of  the  evidences  which  you  report  as  indicating  the  presence 
of  iodine. 


Na^PO.). — Although  the  mineral  did  contain  a  minute  trace  of 
zinc,  the  light-coloured  precipitate  which  you  supposed  to  be  zinc 
sulphide  was  really  manganous  sulphide,  mixeJ,  probably,  with 
sulphur. 

Isomenv. — You  give  so  little  information  about  the  tests  you 
apply  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  nine  than  imagine  how 
you  fall  into  error.  Thus,  you  say  that  you  "discovered  a 
chloride  by  AgNO.-, —white  pp.  sol.  ia  sol.  ammonia,"  but  you 
omit  to  mention  whether  the  solution  to  which  you  added  the 
silver  nitrate  was  the  original  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  the 
mineral.  If  it  was,  your  detection  of  chloride  is  easily  explicable  ; 
if  not,  we  find  it  inexplicable.  We  fear  you  are  workiug  without  • 
either  a  teacher  or  a  suitable  text-book  to  guide  you. 

Nemo. —  \s  you  have  not  supplied  the  necessary  "guarantee  cf 
good  faith,"  we  have  not  read  your  report. 

Danwer. — We  do  not  follow  your  phenol-phthalein  test  for  the 
alkali  metals.  Had  potassium  or  sodium  been  present  in  small 
quantity  the  residue  to  which  you  added  the  phenol-phthalein 
would  have  contained  potassium  or  sodium  metaphosphate  along 
with  excess  of  metaphosphoric  acid.  In  presence  of  the  latter  the 
phenol-phthalein  would,  of  course,  remain  colourless.  The 
presence  of  the  metaphosphoric  radical  is  due  to  the  decomposition 
of  the  excess  of  ammonium  phosphate  added  to  effect  the  separa- 
tion of  the  magnesium. 

Sulphur. — The  white  precipitate  (insoluble  in  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid)  obtained  on  adding  barium  nitrate  to  the 
hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  the  mineral  most  likely  consisted 
of  barium  chloride.  The  latter  salt,  although  freely  soluble  in 
water  and  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  is  very  readily  precipitated 
when  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid  is  added  in  considerable 
quantity  to  solutions  containing  barium  salt3. 

Unicum. — Unless  your  solution  of  potassium  hydroxide  was 
more  than  usually  free  from  potassium  carbonate  as  impurity,  we 
imagine  it  would  itself  have  given  a  precipitate  on  the  addition 
of  lime-water,  without  having  had  some  of  the  mineral  previously 
boiled  with  it. 

Progress  of  the  Tournament. 
The  results  published  this  month  are  those  of  the  fourth 
monthly  competition  in  the  analytical  tournament  for  the 
current  winter  session.  (The  exercise  announced  in  last 
week's  C.  §  D.  was  inadvertently  described  as  the  "  fourth," 
instead  of  the  "  fifth,"  of  the  series.)  The  results  attained 
so  far  are  distinctly  interesting  in  themselves,  in  view  of  the 
tie  which  exists  at  present  for  the  first  place,  and  the  close- 
ness of  the  contest  as  regards  the  competitors  who  stand 
third  and  fourth  on  the  list,  and  we  look  forward  with  much 
interest  to  the  results  of  the  two  remaining  competitiors" 
For  tho  information  of  our  cjrresp indents,  and  by  way  of  an  . 
additional  stimulus,  we  give  below  the  scores  of  the  ten 
competitors  who  have  obtained  the  highest  aggregate,  of 
marks  up  to  this  date  : 


Acetone 

...  333 

Bennett  ... 

...  312 

Cryptopine 

...  336 

W.  P.  P  

...  339 

Poly   

...  370 

Alchemy  ... 

...  335 

Alchemist... 

...  367 

Beta-Naphthol  ... 

...  327 

Morphia  ... 

...  317 

M.  H.  W  

...  321 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  o  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Eaitor. 


the  casuals  relieved  at 


Brevities. 

One  "  chemist "  figurad  auof1^ 
Eastbourne  Workhouse  last  year. 

At  Sittingbourne  Police  Court  on  February  15,  Joshua 
Jam?s  Matthews,  dispenser,  employed  by  Dr.  W.  Gosse,  was 
fined  31.  for  embezzling  21.  9s  ,  money  r  ceived  by  defendant 
in  payment  of  accounts. 

At  West  Kirrier  (Helston)  Police  Court  on  February  17, 
James  Cock  Hoskirg,  of  Breage,  was  fined  21*.  at  the 
instance  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  for  being  the 
owner  of  a  still  without  having  a  licence.  An  Inland 
Revenue  officer,  on  visiting  defendant's  premises,  found  four 
stills  used  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  mint,  usei  locally  s 
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a  medicine.  Defendant  had  removed  the  worm,  but  not  the 
headpiece,  which  wa3  considered  to  be  the  most  important 
part  of  the  still. 

The  Rjigite  LfCinsing  Beach,  on  February  19,  refused  the 
application  of  Messrs.  Little  &  Crawford,  chemists,  Horley, 
lor  a  wine-licence. 

At  Widaes  on  February  13.  the  Widnes  Chemical-manu- 
facturiog  Company  were  fined  21.  and  costs,  at  the  instance 
of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  for  having  at  their  works  an 
unfeaced  tank  containing  boiling  soda  liquid. 

t  The  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Royal  Portsmouth, 
Porisea,  and  Gosport  Hospital  have  appointed  Mr.  E.  S. 
Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  47  High  Street,  Gosport,  in 
succession  to  his  late  father  to  take  charge  of  the  Gosport 
Dispensary. 

Mr.  Lewis  Wing,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (director  of  the 
firm  of  Lewis  Wing,  Limited,  Weston-super-Mare),  and 
Mr.  John  W.  Cocks,  chemist,  Torquay,  are  two  among  many 
other  pa5sive  resisters  summoned  for  nonpayment  of  the 
education  rate. 

In  his  annuil  report  to  the  North  of  Eisrland  Children's 
Sanatorium,  Southporfc,  on  February  20,  Dr.  Blumberg,  the 
medical  officer,  referred  to  the  "crying  evil  of  patent 
■snedicines.  _Th3  vendors  of  these  vile  concoctions,"  he  said, 
^noi  only  defile  the  face  of  this  land  with  their  vulgar  adver- 
tisements, but  they  often  help  to  destroy  the  stomachs  of 
•children  with  their  vaunted  panaceas." 

At  Birnsley  on  February  21.  Wilton  Brooke,  formerly 
secretary  and  manager  of  the  Ryland  Glass  and  Engineering 
Company  (Limited),  Stair-foot,  was  charged  with  having 
embezzled  110Z.,  the  moneys  of  his  former  employers.  The 
case,  which  h;s  created  considerable  sensation  in  the 
district,  where  the  accused  is  well  known,  was  adjourned. 
The  warrant  for  Brooke's  arrest  was  out  on  Monday  last, 
and  on  Tuesday  evening  Brooke's  solicitor  file d  a  petition 
■in  bankruptcy  on  behalf  of  Brooke,  who  traded  as  the 
Standard  Essence  Company. 

C.O.D, 

At  a  Hilifax  tradesmen's  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
in  regard  to  the  COD.  system  the  d:ug-trade  was  well 
represented,  among  those  present  being  Mr.  Clement 
Fielding  (President  of  the  Halifax  Chemists'  Association), 
Mr.  J.  Black,  and  Mr.  G.  Dixon;  whilst,  Mr.  A.  H.  Wad- 
dington  (of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Association)  and  Mr. 
R.  C.  Walshaw  (of  the  Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association) 
were  among  the  principal  speakers.    On  the  motion  of 

"Mr.  Chas.  Webster,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Waddington,  the 

Jx Rowing  resolution  was  passed  : 

That  th's  meeting  of  Halifax  tradesmen,  convened  by  public 
-^announcement,  and  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  respectfully 
..presents  to  the  Poatmister-General  (Lord  Stanley)  their  unquali- 
fied opposition  to  the  propoial  to  introduce  the  cash-on-delivery 
■post  s^s  em,  because  the  public  are  already  amply  served,  and 
if  this  new  system  were  introduced  it  would  afford  facilities  for 
misreprttealatioi  and'fraud. 

Wine-licences. 

The  following  have  obta'n3d  off  w;ne-licences : 

Mr.  J.  T.  Appleton,  298  South  Road,  Walkley,  Sheffield. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Burnell.  319  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley,  255  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Hewitt,  6 1?  London  Road,  Sheffield. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson,  338  Abbeydale  Road,  Sheffield. 
Dfc  B.  Simpson,  19  Chesterfield  Road,  Sheffield. 
Mr.  G.  Squire,  19  Hay  market,  Sheffield. 
John  Walsh  (Limited),  High  Street,  Sheffield. 

Birmingham  Motes. 

A  lidy  wanted  some  potassium  cyanide  for  toothache. 
She  was  ture  she  was  riga\ because  it  was  what  Whitaker 
Wright  used.  Potassium-bromide  powder  turned  out  to  be 
her  requirement. 

The  local  brotherhood  hive  for  their  window-dressings 
made  liberal  use  of  the  eau-de-Cologne  bottle  and  package. 
It  is  curious  that  the  unanimity  of  design  should  have 
become  so  infec  ious. 


The  qualification  of  lady  dispensers  grows  apace,  one 
institution  taking  pupils  in  tens  at  a  time,  but  the  demand 
does  not  proceed  at  the  same  rate.  Consequently  there  are 
many  very  useful  helps  out  of  harness  for  sheer  lack  of 
vacancies. 

Lord  Morpeth  has  received  much  influential  support  from 
pharmacy  in  his  candidature  for  the  parliamentary  division 
of  South  Birmingham.  Mr.  E.  B.  Place,  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  Mr.  F.  Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  were 
amongst  his  nominators,  and  Mr.  F.  Barlow,  chemist  and 
druggist,  occupied  several  of  his  platforms.  It  is  hoped  his 
Lordship  was  well  primed  in  the  parliamentary  needs  of  the 
craft. 

We  announced  some  time  ago  that  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited) 
had  purchased  the  High  Street  branch  of  Morris  Banks  k. 
Co.  (Limited).  We  now  learn  that  the  other  two  branches 
of  the  company  at  High  Street  and  Hagley  Road  have  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Prosser,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
who  will  carry  them  on  in  future  under  the  style  of  F.  H. 
Prosser  &  Co.  Mr.  Prosser  was  proprietor  of  the  Spring 
Hill  business  before  it  was  taken  over  by  Morris  Banks  &  Co, 
(Limited). 

In  his  quarterly  report,  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.T.C.,  Ph.C, 
analyst  for  the  city  of  Birmingham,  states  that  four  of  the 
six  samples  bought  under  the  names  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda  and  carbonate  of  soda  were  genuine,  but  two  were 
composed  of  pure  borax.  The  vendors  explained  that  an 
error  had  been  made  in  the  cask  from  which  the  article 
was  taken,  and  were  let  off  with  a  caution  on  promising  to 
advertise  in  the  newspapers  that  a  mistake  had  occurred 
and  to  compensate  anyone  who  had  been  served  with  the 
wrorg  article.  In  4  per  cent,  of  the  samples  of  milk  taken 
formic  aldehyde  was  used  as  a  preservative. 

Celluloid  as  a  Danger. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  disastrous  fires  in  London 
and  Paris  in  which  celluloid  and  celluloid  goods  were  in- 
volved, it  is  pointed  out  that  action  by  the  Home  Office 
authorities  will  be  necessary,  and  that  eventually  the  manu- 
facture and  storage  of  celluloid  will  be  dealt  with  by  placing 
it  under  the  same  law  as  petroleum  and  explosive  spirit. 

Fire. 

On  February  21  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  basement  of 
Messrs.  Hunt  &  Rug's  chemist's  shop,  Westborough.  The 
alarm  was  given,  and  the  police  fire-brigade  were  soon  on 
the  spot.  It  was  then  ascertained  that  the  fire  had  originated 
in  a  dry  cupboard  in  a  passage  between  the  chemist's  shop 
and  a  confectionery  and  toy  shop  next  door.  The  fire-brigade 
confined  the  flames  to  this  one  spot,  and  worked  for  over  an 
hour.  The  damage,  considering  the  nature  of  the  stock,  is 
considerable. 

Cricket. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Chemists'  Cricket  Club  was  held  at  Marsden's  Cafe  on 
Februaiy  19.  The  President,  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance,  including  Messrs. 
A.  Eberlin,  R.  H.  Beverley,  A.  Middleton,  Russell  Bennett, 
T.  Freeman,  and  G.  J.  R.  Parkes.  Considering  that  the  club 
had  only  been  in  existence  a  year,  the  secretary's  report  was 
highly  satisfactory,  and  the  balance-sheet,  which  was  ap- 
proved, showed  that  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of 
31.  lis.  Id.  Messrs.  Henstock  and  Lee  headed  the  batting 
and  bowling  averages  respectively.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  cricket  and  football  clubs  should  be 
amalgamated,  and  that  in  the  future  the  title  of  the  club 
should  be  "  The  Notts  Chemists'  Athletic  Club."  The  officers 
of  the  year  were  elected  as  follow  :  President,  Mr.  T.  Wilson ; 
vice-presidents,  Messrs.  W.  Ashby,  R.  H.  Beverley, 
C.  A.  Bolton,  A.  Eberlin,  A.  Middleton,  and  F.  Ross  Sergeant ; 
cap'ain,  Mr.  W.  Lee ;  vice-captain,  Mr.  E.  E.  lurton  ;  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  T.  L.  Beverley ;  and  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
H.  C.  Prince.  Cordial  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings. 

A  Coming  Industrial  Centre. 
The  city  of  Peterborough  has  unique  railway  and  other 
facilities   for  the  development  of   business  enterprises. 
Electric  power  is  available,  rates  are  low  and  land  is  plen- 
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tiful,  and  this  manufacturers  are  beginning  to  find  out. 
Jlec°ntly  several  manufacturing  firms  have  erected  im- 
posing factories  there,  employing  an  army  of  workers. 
Amongst  the  most  recent  are  Messrs.  Farrow  &  Co.,  mustard- 
manufacturers  ;  and  Messrs.  Werner,  Pfleiderer  &  Perkins 
(Limited),  engineers,  of  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  have  pur- 
chased ten  acres  of  land  and  have  commenced  building 
workshops  which  will  give  employment  to  500  hands. 

"Wants  an  Independent  Inquiry. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians  on 
February  20  the  Dispensary  Committee  reported  the  result 
of|  investigations  into  farther  charges  made  against  Mr. 
W.  B.  Taylor,  their  dispenser,  by  several  female  out-patients. 
Mr.  Taylor  had  been  asked  to  attend,  but  he  refused  to 
appear  before  the  committee,  and  said  he  had  a  perfect 
answer  to  all  the  charges  illegally  made  against  him,  at  a 
proper  and  unbiassed  court  of  inquiry.  After  a  brief  dis- 
cussion it  was  decided  to  send  the  committee's  report  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  Mr.  Harold  Lloyd,  solicitor,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Taylor,  has  applied  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  conduct  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  matter. 

London  Water. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council,  on 
February  23,  the  Wat.er  Committee  reported  that  during 
December  and  January  the  chemist  had  taken  408  samples 
of  water  from  the  Metropolitan  water  companies'  mairs,  and 
153  samples  from  the  rivers  Thames  and  Lea,  above  the 
intakes  of  ths  water  companies,  and  had  submitted  the 
results  of  the  analysis  and  the  microscopical  and  bacterial 
examination  of  the  samples.  The  total  amount  of  nitrogenous 
organic  matter  present  was  greater  during  the  two  months 
than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year  Having 
regard,  however,  to  the  very  large  number  of  bacteria  present 
in  the  unfiltered  river  water,  the  results  obtained  from  the 
filtered  water  were  fairly  satisfactory. 

|  Belie7ed  in  "  Microbe-killer  " 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Cardiff  on  February  22  on  the 
body  of  a  labourer  named  Albert  Thorne  (19;,  who  had  died 
after  takiug  medicine  prescribed  for  lvm  by  a  herbalist. 
Deceased  suffered  from  consumption,  and,  after  being  at- 
tended for  a  couple  of  months  by  Dr.  Legar  Smith,  he 
.purchased  some  of  "Radam's  Microbe-killer,"  which  he  took 
four  times  a  day.  Ernest  Love,  the  vendor  of  the  medicine, 
was  asked  by  the  Coroner  if  he  did  not  think  it  risky  to 
supply  it  to  a  young  man  who  told  him  he  had  been  under  a 
doctor  on  and  off  for  years.  Witness  r3plied  in  the  negative, 
adding  that  the  microbe-killer  was  perfectly  harmless.  The 
Coroner  pointed  out  that  if  a  doctor  subsequently  said  that 
it  was  the  wrong  medicine  to  give,  witness  might  get  him- 
self into  trouble.  Witness:  I  do  not  think  so.  The  doctor 
•cannot  reverse  the  laws  of  Nature  ;  it  i-  an  antiseptic,  and 
perfectly  harmless.  The  Coroner  asked  Dr.  Smith  if  he  con- 
sidered the  microbs-killer  had  accelerated  the  death  of 
Thorne  in  any  way.  Dr.  Smith  replied  that  he  considered 
it  did  him  neither  good  nor  harm.  The  microbe-killer  was 
composed  of  su'phurous  acid,  and  acted  as  an  antiseptic. 
The  jury  r  turned  a  ve  diet  of  "  Death  from  natural  causes," 
and  the  Coroner  told  Love  that  he  should  be  careful  in  sup- 
plying such  a  medicine  to  a  man  who  was  in  such  a  dangerous 
cendition  as  Thorne  was. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Councillor  A.  R.  Fox,  F.L.S  ,  is  taking  a  prominent  part  in 
■the  movement  for  feeding  poor  children. 

Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  money  and  employment, 
Mr.  Robert  Butt.erworth,  chemist  and  druggist  and  licensed 
auctioneer,  seems  to  be  doing  pretty  well  in  Sheffield.  He 
has  been  there  now  for  a  week  or  so,  and  the  junior  member  of 
"the  firm,  who  occupied  the  floor  of  the  dray  on  Monday  eight 
outride  the  Punch  Bowl  on  the  Moor,  stated  that  on  Saturday 
he  had  sold  in  the  market  over  1  000  bottles  of  medicine,  on 
■each  of  which  he  candid  y  owned  to  a  penny  profit.  As 
usual  he  devoted  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  losal  pharma- 
cists in  the  way  of  comparisons.  He  explained  that  the 
reason  he  could  sell  honey  at  4 1  the  half-pound  was  that  "we" 
bought  it  hy  the  ton  and  bottled  it  themselves  !  It  was  the 
same  with  fullers'  earth.  The  local  chemists  c:u'.d  not  get  it 


under  8d.  or  9.1.  a  dozen  packets — consequently  packets  at 
three  a  penny  went  well.  So  did  loofahs— Id.  each  !  The 
orator's  real  orange-quinine  wine,  "  seven  year  old  afore 
it  were  bottle  i,"  was  to  the  fore  again,  together  with 
27-oz  bottles  of  cough-mixture  at  a  shilling,  samples  of  the 
latter  being  generously  handed  round  the  crowd,  two  wine- 
glafses  serving  with  a  beautiful  simplicity  for  a  sufficient 
number  of  persons  to  try  the  mixture  until  one  of  the  cele- 
brated 27-oz.  bottles  was  finished.  As  he  is  not  allowed  a 
patent-medicine  licence  for  his  dray,  Mr.  Butterworth 
announced  his  intention  of  giving  away  some  five  hundred 
Is.  6d.  capsules  of  ''Invincible  g:obules" — an  indigestion- 
cure. 

Famous  Poisoninc-eases. 

The  sixth,  and  last,  of  his  series  of  lectures  on  medical 
jurisprudence  was  delivered  by  Dr  F.  J.  Waldo,  Coroner  of 
the  City  of  London,  at  the  Old  Had,  Lincoln's  Inn,  on 
February  18.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Judge  Sir  Alfred 
Marten,  K.C.,  supported  by  Mr.  Bosanquet,  K  C.  (the 
Common  Serjeant),  and  the  subject  was  the  highly  interesting 
one  of  criminal  poisoning-cases  The  first  case  discussed 
was  the  Rugely  poisoning-case,  in  which  Palmer,  a  surgeon, 
was  convicted  of  the  murder  of  a  racing  friend  named  Cook. 
It  is  likely,  said  the  lecturer,  that  Palmer  poisoned  not  only 
Cook,  but  his  wife,  his  brother  and  three  children,  and  a 
friend,  all  of  whom  died  suddenly  in  his  own  house  and 
under  his  personal  medical  care.  The  recent  case  of 
Klosowski  was  cited  as  the  leading  antimony-poisoning  case. 
The  lecturer,  as  Coroner,  was  trou^ht  into  close  contact 
with  that  notorious  crime.  The  poisoning  of  his  nephew  by 
Lamson,  another  surgeon,  was  describtd,  and  the  facts 
emphasised  both  cf  the  externe  potency  of  the  particular 
alkaloid  employed  and  the  absence  of  any  definite  chenrcal 
test.  Fortunately,  it  is  possible  to  detect  the  smallest 
quantity  of  the  drug  in  the  tissues  after  death  by  abso- 
lutely trustworthy  tests  of  other  kinds.  'I  he  lecture,  which 
was  followed  w  th  the  closest  intetest,  wound  up  by  a 
careful  risumi  of  the  chief  po  ntsof  the  celebrated  Maybrick 
poisonicg-case.  The  general  conclusion  was  that  the  chain 
of  evidence — moral,  scientific,  and  circumstantial — was  so 
closely  linked  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  verdict  arrived  at  by  the  jury.  This 
special  course  of  lectures  follows  those  already  given  hj 
Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  KG,  M.P.,  Mr.  Augustine  Birrel1, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  Judge  Willis,  K  C,  Sir  Harry  Poland,  K  C,  Dr. 
Blake  Odgers,  K.C.,  and  other  well-known  barristers. 

The  Week'ti  Poisonings. 
Only  one  cf  the  eight  death*  from  poisons  that  have  taken 
place  since  our  last  record  was  attributed  to  misadventure. 
This  was  the  case  of  Miss  Isabella  Wallace,  of  Sunderland, 
who  suffered  from  headache,  and  drank  a  fatal  quantity  of 
liquid  ammonia  in  place  of  sal  volatile. — Three  carbolic 
suicides  are  reported.  Edward  Neville  Woodcock,  of  Man- 
chester, drank  carbolic  acid  while  suffering  from  melan- 
cholia ;  carbolic  acid  was  also  taken  by  a  young  woman 
named  Beatrice  Powell  at  Sheffield,  and  by  Annie  Wheat- 
croft,  an  Ilkeston  epileptic  — The  wife  of  Colonel  Mancklin 
Holland  poisoned  herself  in  a  prison-cell  at  Cheltenham 
with  oxalic  acid.  Mrs.  Holland  was  under  at  rest  on  a 
charge  of  larceny. — Alice  Glass,  housekeeper  to  Mr.  John 
McLean,  veterinary  surgeon,  Dewsbuty,  who  suffered  from 
insomnia,  was  found  unconscious  with  a  chloroform-bottle 
on  the  bed  beside  her.  She  died  an  hour  after  discovery, 
the  verdict  at  the  inquest  being  that  deceased  bad  com- 
mitted suicide  by  drinking  a  large  quantity  of  cblorofcrm. — 
Edward  Hammond  poisoned  himself  a"  Hammetsnith  with 
spirit  of  salt. — The  wife  of  a  potman  at  Leadechall  Market 
also  took  spirit  of  salt. 

3nsb  Wlevo*. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welci  raed  by  trie  Editor. 


Personal. 

Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  M  P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Belfast, 
is  about  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commors  tj 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Winter  A'shes  in  Le'aad. 
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Sir  Henry  Cochrane,  head  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Cantrell 
&  Cochrane,  mineral-water  manufacturers,  Dublin,  has 
received  an  address  of  congratulation  from  the  members 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  No.  IZO,  Dublin  on  his  being  created 
a  baronet. 

A  Guide  to  Bray. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Doran,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bray,  has 
published  a  capitally  produced  book  on  "  Bray  and  Environs  " 
■which  serves  as  a  guide  to  and  souvenir  of  that  delightful 
town.  The  guide  is  pleasantly  written,  well  printed, 
copiously  illustrated  by  maps,  sketches,  and  photographic 
blocks,  and  bound  in  a  pretty  art-blue  linen  cover. 

A  Coming  Event. 

Details  of  a  forthcoming  lawsuit  between  a  Dublin  phar- 
maceutical councillor  and  a  well-known  local  physician  are 
to  hand,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  man  of  medicine  is 
alleged  to  have  made  use  some  time  ago  of  certain  remarks 
affecting  the  probity  of  the  pharmacist  in  question.  The 
latter  at  once  took  steps  to  trace  the  slander,  and  running 
his  quarry  to  earth,  promptly  caused  a  writ  for  1,0C0Z. 
damages  to  be  issued.    The  sequel  is  awaited  with  interest. 

Delayed  Drugs. 

The  medical  officers  of  the  Athboy,  Summerhill,  and  Trim 
dispensary  districts  of  the  Trim  Union  report  irregularities 
and  delay  in  <he  delivery  of  the  medicines  and  the  receipt  of 
the  invoice?,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  have  now 
written  to  the  Gaardians  asking  them  to  take  immediate 
action  on  these  reports.  The  Clerk  stated  that  Messrs. 
Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Dublin,  are  the  contractors,  and  they  have 
been  repeatedly  warned.  It  was  decided  to  write  to  the  firm, 
giving  them  a  final  warning  that,  if  any  complaints  are  made 
in  future  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their 
contract,  the  contract  will  be  taken  from  them. 

Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  Examination. 

A  special  course  for  this  examination  will  commence  about 
the  middle  of  March  at  10  Garfield  Chambers,  Royal 
Avenue,  Belfast.  The  classes  are  specially  intended  for 
those  who  are  engaged  in  business  during  ihe  day.  The 
teachers  engaged — Messrs.  J.  D.  Wjlie  and  Theophilus 
Harper,  M.P.S  I. — are  both  experienced  in  preparing  pupils 
for  this  examination.  The  fees  are  to  be  moderate,  and  the 
classes  will  be  held  on  either  Thursday  or  Friday,  whichever 
is  found  more  suitable.  Further  particulars  may  be  had 
lion  Mr.  W.  J.  Rankin,  Hen.  Secretary,  11  Waring  Street, 
Belfast. 


Scotch  1Rew& 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Youthful  Burglars. 

At  Dunfermline,  on  February  23,  three  lads,  named 
William  Niven  (12),  James  Anderson  (12),  and  Alexander 
Watson  (13),  were  charged  with  having  stolen  from  the 
premises  in  Fonh  Street  occupied  by  William  L.  Kerr, 
manufacturitg  chemist,  various  articles,  including  a  pint 
bottle  of  raspberry  vinegar,  quart  bottle  of  spiced  vinegar, 
quart  bottle  of  bleach,  nineteen  bottles  of  scent,  six  bottles 
of  toothache-tincture,  and  three  tubes  of  toothache-essence. 
They  all  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  parents  of  the  lads  having 
promised  to  chastise  them  they  were  discharged  under  the 
Youthful  Offenders  Act. 

Glasgow  Notes. 
Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Trongate,  has  obtained  the  yearly  contract 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  stores  to  the  Victoria 
Infirmary. 

The  Corporation  has  secured  10  mgrms.  of  pure  radium 
bromide  and  a  Crookes  spinthariscope  on  loan,  and  is  ex- 
hibiting them  at  the  Art  Galleries. 


Rapid  progress  is  being  made  with  the  new  outdoor 
dispensary  building  at  the  Western  Infirmary.  The  extended 
dispensary  is  quite  on  a  metropolitan  model  and  scale. 

Aboundirg  sociality  was  the  distinctive  note  of  the  West 
of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy  supper.  The  entertain- 
ment, which  was  of  quite  unusual  merit,  disclosed  a  high 
degree  of  talent  on  the  part  of  past  and  present  students. 

The  news  of  the  somewhat  serious  illness  of  Mr.  John 
McMillan,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  received  with 
sincere  regret  in  local  circles,  and  it  is  the  heartfelt  hope  of 
his  many  friends  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to  health  and 
activity. 

The  Chemists'  Trade  Association  is  still  hibernating. 
Perhaps  it  is  going  to  revive  with  the  "  flowers  that  bloom  in 
the  spring."  Spring  has  indeed  arrived.  A  time  -  by  » 
the-forelock  chemist  makes  a  window-display  of  spring- 
cleaning  requisites  from  chamois  to  silver  soap,  and  from 
clothes-reviver  to  bairdye  and  go!d  paint. 

The  local  Association  is  reaping  the  reward  of  its  enter- 
prise in  arranging  exhibitions  of  apparatus  to  illustrate  the 
series  of  lectures  on  chemists'  side-lines.  The  show  of 
ophthalmological  instruments,  &c  ,  on  February  18  attracted 
a  large  attendance,  and  lively  interest  was  excited  by  the 
many  elegant  and  ingenious  mechanical  devices  and  refine- 
ments for  sight-testing,  &c. 

The  fortunes  of  lime-water  are  imperilled.  A  heretic 
writes  to  a  local  journal  disputing  the  geoerally  received 
doctrine  that  the  prevalence  of  rickets  in  Glasgow  is  due  to 
deficiency  of  lime  in  Loch  Katrine  water.  He  traces  the 
evil  to  the  bad  habit  of  mothers  and  nurses  of  carrying  young 
children  with  their  legs  tightly  wrapped  up  in  shawls.  The 
late  Mr.  Alexander  Kinninmont  held  a  stroDg  opinion  that 
too  little  oatmeal  is  the  cause. 


jfrencb  1Re\»0. 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Therapeutic  Use  of  Radium. — Dr.  Darier,  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine,  states  that 
he  has  successfully  employed  radium  in  the  treatment  of 
certain  forms  of  neuralgic  and  rheumatic  complaints,  the 
pain  being  removed  by  the  action  of  radium  on  the  nervous 
centres.  A  case  of  facial  paralysis  was  quickly  cured  by 
two  applications  of  radium  in  only  a  slightly  active  form'. 
Dr.  Darier  considers  that. the  injurious  effects  on  the  nervous 
system  at  first  observed  were  due  to  insufficient  experience 
in  the  use  of  the  new  agent. 

A  Fund  in  Aid  of  Scientific  Research  exists  in 
Paris  which  is  now  quite  inadequate  to  the  calls  made  on  it. 
Yearly  grants  are  made  to  the  fund  by  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  of  sums  equal  to  5,000Z.  per  annum  for  medical 
experiments  and  4.O0OZ.  for  perfecting  the  system  of  sewage- 
filtration  and  similar  objects.  These  amounts  form  a 
nucleus,  and  they  are  augmented  every  now  and  then  by 
public  subscriptions  or  donations  from  private  individuals. 
The  fund  was  organised  three  years  ago,  and  is  one  of  the 
means  of  assisting  scientific  men  of  limited  means  to  pursue 
their  work.  Attention  has  been  called  to  the  fund  recently 
by  the  liberal  subscriptions  presented  to  M.  and  Mme. 
Curie,  to  enable  them  to  pursue  their  researches  in  connec- 
tion with  radium.  •• 

The  Four  Pharmacists  of  Chateau  Thierry  M 
Balatre,  Borson,  Leboime,  and  Lelarge  have  addressed  a 
collective  circular  to  the  various  presidents  of  the  French 
pharmaceutical  syndicates  on  the  alcohol  surtax.  This,  they 
state,  was  aimed  at  the  drink-trade,  and  not  at  pharmacy, 
and  they  have  refused  to  pay  it.  The  Excise  prosecuted 
them  under  Article|17  of  the  Drink  Law  (Loi  sur  les  Boissons, 
December,  1900),  but  the  Chateau  Thierry  Court  dismissed 
the  case.  The  Excise  appealed,  and  the  Court  of  Cassation 
decided  there  was  a  flaw  in  the  drawing-up  of  the  judgment, 
and  the  case  is  to  be  tried  at  Laon.  The  pharmacists  appeal 
to  the  profession  for  financial  aid  to  carry  through  the  case. 
Not  only  is  it  dishonourable,  they  say,  to  be  classed  with 
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tavern-keepers,  but  if  the  pharmacists  gain  their  point  the 
very  numerous  sums  already  collected  by  the  Excise  from 
the  profession  may  be  sued  for  and  reimbursed.  They  add 
that  at  Bayonne  a  pharmacist  (M.  J.  Vignau)  also  refused  to 
pay,  and  the  E.tcise  prosecution  was  dismissed.  By  the  way, 
the  Migistrate  who  discharged  the  four  pharmacists  of 
Chateau  Thierry  was  President  Magaaud,  whose  very  liberal 
and  modem  conceptions  of  judicial  action  have  gained  him 
a  wide  popularity  among  the  masses  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Just  Judge." 

.  Fire  at  a  Wholesale  Chemist's.— On  Tuesday  evening' 
February  23,  a  serious  lire  broke  out  on  ths  premises  of 
M.  Gaston  Noirot,  wholesale  chemist  and  druggist,  3  rue 
Aubriot,  Paris.  From  the  first  there  was  no  question  of 
extinguishing  the  fire  by  ordina  y  means,  beciuse  the  water 
would  only  have  added  intensity  to  the  flames.  M.  Lepine, 
the  Prefect  of  Police,  and  M.  Girard,  the  Director  of  the 
Chemical  Laboratory  of  the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory, 
took  charge  of  the  operations.  First  of  all  there  were 
twenty  people  in  the  burning  house  who  had  to  be  sived, 
for  the  fire  had  begun  from  the  ground  floor.  In  addition, 
serious  explosions  were  to  be  feared.  Sand  alone  could  be 
of  use  for  extinguishicg-purposes,  and  ought  to  have  been  in 
large  quantities  near  at  hand  according  to  the  police 
regulations  concerning  chemical  warehouses,  but  it  was 
missirg.  While  sand  was  beiDg  obtained,  M.  Girard.  with 
characteristic  resource  and  ingenuity,  obtained  a  supply  of 
oarbonate  of  soda  and  put  it  on  the  burning  chemicals.  By 
this  means  carbonic  acid  was  produced,  which  commenced 
to  lessen  the  intensity  of  the  fire,  and  a  catastrophe  was 
averted.  Cart-loads  of  sand  did  the  rest.  Until  midnight 
the  Prefect  and  M.  Girard  remained  on  the  spot,  when  all 
risk  of  further  danger  had  disappeared.  There  was  one  sad 
accident  to  record.  The  sulphuric  acid  had  flowed  into  the 
street,  and  a  boy  of  nine,  Alfred  Prin,  fell  into  it  and 
seriously  burned  his  eyes  and  mouth.  He  is  now  blind. 
M.  Girard  has  been  highly  complimented  for  his  intelligence 
and  professional  skill,  while  M.  Noirot,  the  wholesale  chemist, 
will  be  summoned  for  not  keeping  a  stoc's  of  sand.  The 
losses  are  not  stated  so  far,  but  are  said  to  be  covered  by 
insurance. 


South  Hfrlcan  iRem 

[From  our  own  Correspondents,) 

Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  ia  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  o£  alt  tha  Pna,rmacauticil  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

.  During  the  eleven  months  ending  November  30,  1903, 
the  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Cape  Colony 
amounted  to  333,000;!.,  against  333,000/.  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1902. 

Aftermath. — Messrs.  P.  J.  Peterson  &  Co.,  Cape  Town, 
have  introduced  the  idea  of  "  having  a  sale."  Tickets  and 
cards  are  distributed  with  the  words  "  Stilling  off  I  " '■  Mu5t 
make  room  for  new  goods !"  emblazoned  thereon,  and  the 
original  prices  marked  through,  lower  ones  being  substituted. 
As  the  sale  only  refers  to  holiday  goods — presumably  left 
over  from  Christmas — it  was  assumed  that  dispensing  is 
done  at  the  ordinary  rates,  and  inquiries  established  that 
fact. 

The  Cape  Glass  Company  have  a  flourishing  factory  in 
Glencairn,  and  pursue  what  is  practically  a  new  industry  in 
South  Africa,  for,  with  toe  exception  of  a  small  mineral- 
water-bottle  factory  at  Johannesburg,  no  bottles  are  at 
present  made  in  the  sub-continent.  At  present  eighteen 
machines  are  at  work  and  10  000  bottles  made  every  twenty  - 
fpur  hours.    The  manager  calculates  that  with  the  plant 


already  at  his  disposal  the  company  will  be  able  to  turn  out 
50,000  to  60,000  gross  of  bottles  a  year.  The  machines  used 
at  Glencairn  have  been  at  work  on  the  Continent  for  four 
years,  and  are  largely  in  use  in  France,  Belgium,  Spain, 
Russia,  Hungary,  and  Italy.  Altogether  between  three  and 
four  hundred  such  machines  are  at  work. 

Natal. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Davies  (of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb  Limited)  visited  Durban  last  month,  and  reported 
the  trade  up-country  as  very  quiet  at  present. 

New  Chemists — -The  following  gentlemen,  having  passed 
the  January  examination  of  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board,  have 
been  admitted  to  practise  as  chemists  and  druggists  in  the 
Colony:  Ernest  Hugh  Seymour  Bradfield,  Isaac  Nicholson 
Irving,  Norman  Wilson  Charlton,  Herbert  Evelyn  Allanson, 
and  Russell  Herbert  Milborrow. 

The  Trade  Returns  for  last  year  show  an  increase  of 
13 1  per  cent,  in  the  tonnage  and  value  of  cargo  from 
abroad,  while  exports  decreased  27  5  per  cent  In  1903  the 
value  of  the  imports  into  Natal  was  15,065  454/.,  against 
13,317,445/.  for  1902,  The  value  of  the  exports  fell  from 
3,372,790/.  in  1902  to  2,446,558/.  in  1903.  Trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom  showed  an  increase  of  3  7  per  cent,  in  the 
imports,  but  a  decrease  of  341  per  cent  in  exports. 

The  Owners  of  Vessels  trading  with  South  Africa  which 
are  in  the  Ring,  writes  a  correspondent,  are  constantly  trying 
to  explain  the  high  rates  of  freight  by  pointing  out  that 
little  or  no  homeward  cargo  is  oil'eiinj.  In  Natal  quite  an 
export  trade  has  been  worked  up  in  wattle-bark,  which  is 
shipped  to  England  for  tanning-purposes,  and  the  rate  for 
this  cargo  was  20.?.  The  conference  steamers  now  notify 
exporters  that  the  figures  hereafter  are  to  be  30s.  Some- 
thing like  30,000  tons  is  shipped  annually  from  Durban. 
With  an  extra  10s.  on  the  freight  Natal  exporters  declare 
that  they  cannot  compete  with  other  countries ;  moreover, 
the  only  rate  was  a  very  fair  one  for  this  class  of  cargo. 
Owing  to  this  advance  in  rates  contracts  have  had  to  be 
annulled. 

Portuguese  East  Africa. 

Exporters  to  South  Africa  who  have  occasion  to  use 
the  port  of  Lourenco  Marques  should  so  port  mark 
their  shipments,  and  not  simply  Delagoa  Bay.  There 
are  two  or  three  places  for  discharging  cargo,  and  unless 
goods  are  landed  at  Lourenco  .Marques  proper,  extra  ex- 
pense is  incurred.  There  is  another  matter  that  I  wish  to 
draw  attention  to,  writes  our  Cape  correspondent,  and  that 
is  the  failure  on  the  part  of  certain  British  firms  to  state 
definitely  on  their  invoices  the  countries  of  manufacture. 
In  every  instance  where  goods  are  of  foreign  make,  and  only 
reshipped  from  England,  the  fact  should  be  recorded.  The 
same  care  should  be  exercised  with  British  products.  When 
this  is  not  done  the  goods  are  promptly  sent  into  the 
Searcherb'  office  on  this  side,  extra  expense  is  entailed,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  delay  and  trouble  caused  to  clients. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance.— Our  Bloemfon- 
tein  correspondent,  writing  on  February  1,  says  : 

The  "  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance  "  (No.  1  o  19C4)  has 
now  received  the  sanction  of  the  Acting  Lieut.  Governor,  having 
passed  the  Legislative  Assembly  on  January  15.  Tne  Ordinance, 
as  promulgated,  differs  in  a  few  respects  from  the  draft  Ordirance 
which  you  published  last  November.  A  tbird  division  has  been 
added  to  the  Ptisons  Schedule  so  as  to  include  certain  Dutch  and 
proprietary  medicines  containing  poisons,  which  may  only  be  sold 
by  licensed  dealers  approved  by  tae  Resident  Mag^trate.  These 
licences  (which  cost  1/.  a  year)  have  to  be  reported  to  the  Medical 
and  Pharmacy  Council,  who  can  object  to  the  granting  of  the 
same  for  sufficiently  good  reaaons.  ihe  number  of  chemists  on 
the  Council  is  increased  to  three,  the  extra  one  being  elected  by 
ths  chemists  of  the  Colony,  the  o'.her  t.vo  being  nominated  by  the 
Lieut  -Governor.  The  company  clause  has  been  modified  ;  the 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary  ( Lord  Basil  Blackwood)  could  not  see 
the  necessity  for  all  directors  of  a  company  dealing  in  poisons 
being  qualified,  but  the  director  or  partner  actively  engaged  in 
superintending  any  drug-business  must  be  a  qualified  chemist. 
He  is  liable  to  penalties,  both  as  representing  the  company  and 
in  his  personal  capacity,  f  or  any  breaches  of  ths  provisions  of  the 
Ordinance. 


338 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


FEBRUARY  27,  K04 


Although  there  are  a  few  Blips  in  the  Ordinance  (such  as  the 
ir.clusion  of  cocaine  by  name  in  Diiisioa  II.  of  the  schedule,  due 
to  the  schedule  being  copied  from  the  Cape  pharmacy  regula- 
tions) still  the  chemists  of  the  Colony  are  well  pleaded  v/ith  it 
generally,  their  interests  being  well  protected.  The  Government 
gave  courteous  attention  to  various  recommendations  and  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Council  of  the  newly  formed  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  and  received  a  deputation 
who  presented  these  amendments,  most  of  which  were  adopted 
and  embodied. 

The  Ordinance  was  originally  dra^n  up  by  Dr.  G.  Pratt-Yule, 
M.O.H.  for  Orange  River  Colony,  who  consulted  the  various  Acts 
and  Ordinances  passed  (or  suggested)  in  Great  Britain,  the 
Australasian  and  South  African  colonies,  and  Canada,  by  the 
various  pharmaceutical  societies,  and  selected  the  best  para- 
graphs. The  Attorney-General  afterwards  attended  to  the 
drafting  of  the  Ordinance  in  its  present  form.  Dr.  Pratt-Yule 
consulted  the  chemists  in  business  in  Bloemfontein  when  first 
drawing  up  the  Ordinance,  and  afterwards  met  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  discussed  with  the  members 
each  section  affecting  the  chemists,  and  accepted  many  sugges- 
ting. 

If  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  does 
nothing  else,  it  has  already  amply  justified  its  formation,  as  the 
Council  was  enabled  to  get  the  attention  for  its  suggestions 
which  would  have  been  difficult  (or  impossible)  for  individual 
chemists  to  secure,  especially  ;n  a  country  where  they  are  so 
widely  scattered. 


O.R.C.  Pharmacy  Ordinance. 

In  our  issua  of  November  28,  1903.  page  894,  we  gave  full 
particulars  of  the  Ordinance  to  provide  fir  1  he  registration 
of  medical  practitioners,  dentists,  chemists  and  druggists, 
midwives,  and  nurses  :  and  in  our  issue  of  February  13  we 
announced  that  the  Ordiaance  had  passed.  We  now  subjoin 
a  complete  synopsis  of  it  so  far  as  it  affects  pharmacy.  It  is 
divided  into  six  parts,  comprising  sixty  sections  and  three 
schedules,  and  is  entitled  '-Medical  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance, 
1903": 

"  Chemist  and  druggist "  means  every  person  duly  admitted  in 
this  Colony  ou  the  day  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Ordinance 
as  an  apothecary  or  chemibt  and  druggist,  and  also  every  person 
duly  qualified  by  registration  under  tins  Ordinance  to  practise  as 
a  chemist  and  druggist  wiihin  this  Coif  ny. 

The  Council.— Part  I.  of  the  Ordinance  deals  with  the 
establishment,  constitution,  and  election  of  the  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Council,  to  consist  of  seven  medical  practitioners,  one 
dentist,  and  three  chemists  and  druggists,  three  of  the  first,  one 
of  the  second,  and  two  of  the  third  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  four  medical  practitioners  and  one 
chemist  and  druggist  to  be  elected  by  their  colleagues  respec- 
tively. The  members  are  to  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
They  will  elect  a  medical  member  as  president,  and  in 
his  absence  some  other  medical  member  is  to  act  as  vice-president. 
The  other  provisions  as  to  the  Council  are  as  reported  on 
November  28  last. 

Regulations.  — Section  11  provides  that  the  Council,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall  make  regulations  pre- 
scribing the  course  of  study,  professional  practice,  conditions  of 
service,  and  training  and  examination  of  persons  desirous  of 
being  registered  as  chemist  and  druggist ;  also  to  regulate  the 
keeping,  dispensing,  and  s»le  of  poisons. 

Registration. — Part  II.,  Section  12,  preserves  the  rights  of 
medical  practitioners,  demist-:,  and  chemists,  actually  practising 
before  the  passing  of  the  Ordinance. 

Outside  Certificates. — Section  18  admits  to  registration  in 
the  Colony  any  person  holding  a  certificate  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  a  chemist  and  druggist  of  Great  Brrtaio,  or  from  any 
col.'e.'e,  society,  or  board  of  pharmacy  in  any  part  of  the  Britich 
Empire. 

Examinations.— Section  19  provides  for  the  admission  to  the 
qualifying  examination  of  any  person  aged  twenty-one  who  has 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  to  any  chemist  and  drug- 
gist in  the  Colony  or  elsewhere,  and  also  any  person  who  has  been 
engaged  in  compounding  medicines  under  a  chemist  and  druggist 
or  medical  practitioner  in  the  Colony  for  three  years  before  the 
passing  of  the  Ordinance. 

False  Use  of  Titles.— Section  24  imposes  a  penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding 100?.,  or  six  months'  imprisonment  in  default,  upon  any 
person  who  falsely  preteuds  to  be  or  takes  or  uses  the  name  or 
title  of  chemist  and  druggist,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  pharma- 
ceutist,  pharmacist,  dispensing  chemist,  dispensing  diuggi»t,  or 
other  words  of  similar  import,  or  any  name,  title,  addition,  de- 
scription or  sign  implying  or  calculated  to  lead  people  to  infer 
rfiV9  regisfcered  under  the  Ordinance,  or  that  ho  is  duly 
qualified  to  practise  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.    A  similar  penalty 


is  imposed  upon  any  person  who  practises  as  a  chemist  and  drug- 
gist without  a  certificate  of  registration. 

Companies  and  Firms  are  dealt  with  in  Section  25  as  follows  : 
On  and  after  the  day  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Ordinance  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  firm,  co-partnership,  corporation,  joint-stock" 
company,  or  other  plurality  of  persons  to  retail,  dispense,  or- 
compound  poisons  or  med'cal  prescriptions,  unless  the  business  of 
such  firm,  co-partnership,  or  company  shall  be  managed  by  one  or 
more  partner  or  partners,  director  or  directors,  who  or  all  of  whom 
shall  be  registered  within  the  meaning  of  this  Ordinance;  and  no. 
firm,  co-partnership,  or  company  as  aforesaid  shall  permit  any 
poisen  to  be  retailed,  or  any  medical  prescription  to  be  retailed, 
dispensed,  or  compounded  otherwise  than  by  or  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  registered  person;  and  any  firm,  corporation,  or  other 
company  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be> 
liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  10/.  for  every  day  duriDg  which 
the  offence  is  continued  :  Provided  that  a  sleeping  or  anonymous 
partner  and  a  director  who3e  management  merely  extends  to 
attending  and  taking  part  in  the  proceedings  of  ordinary  or  special 
meetings  of  the  board  shall  not  for  the  purposes  of  this  section 
be  e'eemed  to  manage  the  business  of  such  firm,  co partnership, 
corporation,  joint-stock  company,  or  other  plurality  of  persons  as 
the  case  may  be. 

Part  III.  of  the  Ordinance  deals  chiefly  with  the  duties  of  the 
Registrar. 

Registration  necessary  for  Practice.— Section  36  provides 
that  any  person  who  retains  his  certificate  of  registration  after  his 
name  is  removed  from  the  register  shall  not  be  entitle!  to 
practise. 

Part  IV,  is  rather  important.  Section  38  enables  every  medical 
practitioner  to  compound  and  dispense  medicines,  but  not  to  keep 
open  shop  as  a  chemist  and  druggist. 

B.P.  Recognised.  -  Section  40  requires  chemists  and  druggists 
to  prepare  their  medicines  according  to  the  Biitish  Pharmacopoeia, 
unless  the  medical  practitioner  directs  otherwise.  It  gives  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  power  to  determine  on  the  advice  of  the 
Council  what  edit:oa  of  the  B.P.  shall  be  used  or  what  alterations 
shall  be  made  in  the  preparations. 

Personal  Supervision. — Section  41  requires  every  shop  to  be 
conducted  under  the  actual  personal  supervision  of  some  registered 
chemist  and  druggist,  whose  name  in  capi  al  letters  not  le3s  than- 
ks inch  in  size  shall  be  exhibited  in  front  of  the  shop. 

Deceased  Chemists'  Businesses.  —  Section  42  give3  the 
executor  of  any  deceased  chem  st  and  druggist  power  to  carry  on 
his  business,  provided  that  it  is  bond  fide  conducted  by  a. 
registered  chemist  and  druggist. 

Public  Appointments.  — Section  43  prohibits  appointments, 
including  dispenserships,  in  public  institutions  being  held  by 
persoos  who  are  not  registered  under  the  Ordinance. 

Recovery  of  Debt.  — Section  44  enacts  that  no  charge  for 
medicine  prescribed  or  supplied  shall  be  recovered  unless  the 
person  who  has  prescribed  or  supplied  the  medicine  is  registered 
under  the  Ordinance. 

Part  V.  of  the  Ordinance  comprises  eleven  sections,  and  deals 
entirely  with  poisons  which  are  defined  by  Section  46  as  named' 
in  the  third  schedule,  power  being  given  to  the  Council  by- 
resolution  to  add  thereto. 

Labelling  Stock  Poisons. — Section  47  requires  medical  prac- 
titioners and  chemists  and  druggists  to  label  all  vessels,  &c,  in, 
their  possession  containing  poisons  with  the  word  "  Poisons,"  but 
the  provisions  do  not  apply  to  original  packages  for  wholesale- 
purposes  only. 

Carelessly  Keeping  Poisons. —  Section  18  imposes  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  20?.,  or  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  carelessly 
keeping  poisons,  or  for  selling  or  keeping  for  sale  any  medicines 
or  drugs  of  a  bad  quality. 

Who  may  Sell  Poisons. — Section  49  restricts  the  sale  of 
po'sons  to  eg'^tered  chemists  or  their  indentured  apprentices  on 
bund-fide  paid  assistants. 

General  Dealers'  Licences. — Section  50  enables  general 
dealers  to  ob'ain  licenci  s  to  keep  for  sale  and  to  sell  patent  and 
Dutch  medicitus  containing  poisons  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Ordinance  (particularly  those  in  Division  3  of  the  third  schedule),, 
laudanum,  p  jisons  used  for  veterinary  purposes,  vermin-killers,  or 
arsenic  i  nd  strychnine,  in  unbroken  vials  properly  corked  and 
sealed  ;  but  no  1  cc-nce  for  such  is  to  be  granted  to  any  dealer 
unless  ther"  U  no  chemiit's  shop  within  six  miles  of  his  place  of 
business.  T  ;e  sec, ion  details  the  conditions  which  such  general, 
dea'ers  must  adhere  to.  Section  51  gives  the  Council  power  to- 
extend  the  period  of  sale  of  poisons  by  general  dealers. 

Private  Persons  Keeping  Poisons.— Section  62  imposes  a. 
penally  of  10/.,  or  one  month's  imprisonment,  on  private  persons 
carelessh  k  ;ep:ng  poisons. 

Regulations  for  the  Sale  of  Poisons.  — Section  53  details- 
conditions  upon  which  chemists  and  druggists  and  their  employe's 
may  sell  and  dispense  poisoDS.  These  are  substantially  as  in  the 
G.  B.  Act.    Sub  sections  e  and  /  of  this  we  quote  in  full : 

(e)  If  he  [chemist  and  druggist]  contract  for  the  sale  of  any 
poison  now  enumerated  or  hereafter  addel  as  aforesaid  to  the  liso 
of  poisans  named  ia  D.viaion  1  of  the  third  Schedule  to  this- 
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Ordinance,  and  if  the  seller  shall  keep  the  correspondence  from 
the  purchaser  relative  to  such  sale,  shall  make  such  entry  of  all 
particulars  as  aforesaid  in  the  aforesaid  [prison]  book,  and  shall 
either  be  acquainted  with  the  signature  of  the  purchaser  or  shall 
receive  and  keep  a  written  attestation  by  some  Resident  Magis- 
trate, Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  minister  of  religion,  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  such  signature. 

(/)  No  poison  shall  be  sold  to  any  person  under  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  unless  upon  the  prescription  of  a  medical  prac- 
titioner. 

Responsibility  of  Employer  —Section  5\,  Sub-section  2, 
makes  every  chemist  and  druggist  responsible  for  every  act  or 
default  of  any  of  his  employes  in  respect  to  the  improper  sale  of 
any  poison  or  breach  of  the  regulations. 

The  Poison-book.— Section  55  provides  for  the  inspection  of 
the  poison-books  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Council  by  any  person 
authorised  by  him  in  writing  under  his  hand. 

False  Information. — Section  56  imposes  a  penalty  upon  any 
purchaser  of  poisons  for  giving  false  information  to  the  seller 
thereof. 

Saving-clauses.— Section  57  provides  that  the  provisions  of 
Part  V.  of  the  Ordinance  shall  not  apply  to 

(a)  Any  poison  in  the  form  of  homoeopathic  medicine  unless  in 
the  crude  state,  mother-tincture,  or  of  a  greater  strength  than  the 
third  decimal  potency;  (6)  Medicines  dispensed  by  veterinary 
surgeons  for  animals  under  their  treatment ;  (c)  I^ly-poison  papers 
and  poisoned  straw  (for  the  destruction  of  ants)  when  duly 
marked  as  such;  (rf)  Any  poison  supplied  by  the  chairman  or 
secretary  of  any  poisoning  club  to  any  member  of  a  poisoning- 
club  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  wild  animals  or  vermin.  Pro- 
vided that  the  particulars  of  all  such  sales  under  Sub  section  (d) 
shall  be  entered  in  a  book  by  the  seller. 

Part  VL  consists  of  three  formal  clauses. 

The  Poisons  Schedule  consists  of  three  divisions  : 

Division  I.  is  the  same  a,i  Part  I.  of  the  Great  Britain  schedule, 
except  that  it  includes  vermin-killers  preparations  of  which  are 
in  Division  I. 

Division  II.  contains  all  the  articles  that  are  in  Part  II.  of  the 
Great  Britain  schedule,  wilh  cocaine  in  addition,  this  being  an 
error. 

Division  III.  is  as  follows:  Patent  and  Dutch  medicines  containing 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  Section  46  of  this  Ordinance— Anti- 
mouial  wine,  Benaauwdheid  droppels,  Borst  droppels,  Endres 
droppels,  Kraam  droppels,  Stuip  droppels,  Pijnstillende  droppels, 
paregoric,  Ayer's  cherry  pectoral,  Atkinson's  infants'  preservative, 
Bow's  liniment,  Bezoard  powder,  Solaris  powder,  Witte  Vometief 
powder,  Vitalis  powder,  Chamberlain's  remedy,  Crosby's  elixir, 
Fellows's  syrup,  Eiston's  syrup,  Kay's  essence  linseed,  Powell's 
balsam  aniseed,  Winslow's  soothing-syrup,  chlorodyne  (all 
makers),  Seherpte  powder,  compressed  tablets  containing  poisons 
within  the  meaning  of  Divisions  I.  and  II.  of  the  schedule,  and 
preparations  of  hypophosphites  with  strychnine. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  mem 


The  General  Meeting  of.  the  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (Apothekcr  Verein)  will  be  held  this  year  at 
Hamburg,  August  23-25. 

Scott's  Emulsion  in  Austria.— By  decree  dated  De- 
cember 21,  1903,  the  Austrian  Minister  of  the  Interior  has 
granted  permission  for  the  general  sale  in  Austrian 
pharmacies  of  Scott  &  Bowne's  cod-liver  oil  emulsion. 

The  German  Oxygen-manufacturers  have  combined 
under  the  style  of  Vereinigte  Sauerstoff  werke,  Berlin.  The 
sole  representation  for  Austria-Hungary  has  been  given  to 
the  firm  KohlensLiure  Industrie  Dr.  Raydt,  of  Vienna. 

Opium  in  Colombo  — Four  opium-shops  within  the 
Colombo  municipality  have  been  closed  from  January  1,  as 
the  prices  offered  to  retail  opium  have  not  been  satisfactory. 
It  is  quite  probable  they  will  be  opened  again  after  the 
licences  have  been  sold. 

A  Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Company. — The  two  phar- 
macies in  St.  Moritz,  in  the  Upper  Engadine,  are  now 
carried  on  by  a  company  under  the  style  of  the  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Company."  The  greater  part  of  the  shareholders 
are  hotel  proprietors.    The  capital  is  200,000  f. 

Specialities  in  Switzerland.— With  a  view  to  re- 
stricting the  sale  of  pharmaceutical  specialities  in  Switzer- 
land to  pharmacists,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  com- 
petition from  drug-stores,  &c  ,  it  was  recently  proposed  that 
pharmacists  should  stipulate  that  when  buying  manufac-  | 


turers  would  supply  their  specialities  to  pharmacists  only 
their  goods  should  be  boycotted. 

Chemists'  Sunday-closing  in  Verona.  —  Veronese 
chemists  have  agreed  to  close  from  2  p.m.  on  Sunday  till 
Monday  alternately,  the  understanding  being  that  drug- 
gists whose  shops  are  open  will  serve  the  customers  of  those 
druggists  whose  turn  it  is  to  be  closed  without  taking 
payment,  advising  their  confrires  of  the  matter,  and  charging 
cost-price  for  the  medicine  dispensed. 

Saccharin  in  Spain. — "El  Memorandum  "  reports  (hat 
rules  have  bjen  issued  under  the  Law  of  December  28,  1903, 
as  to  the  importation,  manufacture,  stocking,  and  sale  of 
saccharin  or  analogous  products.  Chemists  only  are 
authorised  to  import  saccharin,  of  which  no  more  than 
2  kilos,  at  a  time  will  be  admitted  ;  and  no  chemist  may 
keep  more  than  4  kilos,  in  stock  at  any  one  place. 

"  D.S."  in  Germany. — A  Cologne  dentist  has  been  sum- 
moned by  the  Public  Prosecutor  for  affixing  the  letters 
"  D.S."  to  his  name  in  an  advertisement,  on  the  ground  that 
th?se  letters  lead  the  public  t3  suppose  that  the  degree  of 
doctor  is  indicated.  The  Courts,  however,  decided  that  the 
letters  "D.S."  stood  for  "dental  surgeon"  only,  and  that 
nothing  more  was  meant  by  them  than  that  dentistry  was 
practised  by  American  methods,  and  that  there  was  there- 
fore no  attempt  to  deceive  on  the  part  of  the  accused. 

Roumanian  Pharmacy.— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Roumanian  Pharmaceutical  Society  a  memorial  was  drawn 
up  for  presentation  to  the  Legislature.  It  was  complained 
that  the  Board  of  Health  had  only  one  representative  of 
pharmacy  among  its  eleven  members  ;  and  it  was  urged  that 
a  pharmaceutical  committee  should  be  constituted  to  act 
independently  of  the  Board.  It  was  likewise  suggested  that 
the  present  practice  of  hospital  authorities  selling  medicines 
should  be  discontinued,  and  that  those  municipalities  which 
gave  away  free  medicine  not  only  to  the  poor,  but  also  to 
those  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  it,  should  be  prohibited  from 
so  doing.  Concessions  for  new  pharmacies  should  be  granted 
to  licentiates  in  pha'macy  only,  and  a  tax  should  be  imposed 
on  foreign  proprietaries.  Furthermore,  these  proprietaries 
should  be  analysed  twice  yearly,  as  it  had  been  found  that 
the  composition  of  them  frequently  varied  after  their  import 
had  been  sanctioned.  It  was  also  claimed  that  foreign 
manufacturers  should  be  prohibited  from  advertising  in 
the  press  and  from  distributing  circulars,  and  that  the 
druggists  (who  most  encourage  the  sale  of  foreign  pro- 
prietaries) should  only  be  allowed  to  sell  them  under  special 
conditions. 

Russian  Items. — The  Anthropological  and  Ethnographical 
Museum  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Academy  of  Science  has 
received  a  large  and  rare  collection  of  appliances  and  pre- 
parations used  in  Chinese  popular  medicines.  The  collection 
contains  over  five  hundred  items,  and  is  the  gift  of 
Kirillovim.  —  The  "Warsaw  Duevnik"  states  that  local 
doctors  report  that  in  the  lower  quarters  of  Warsaw  the 
demand  for  saccharin  is  increasing.  It  is  called  for  in  the 
form  of  a  syrup  for  sweetening  the  tea.  The  result  has  been 
that  retail  dealers  have  found  their  sales  of  sugar  diminish, 
and  that  they  have  had  to  increase  their  stocks  of  saccharin. 
— In  view  of  the  increasing  export  of  impure  turpentine,  and 
the  present  vessels  (wooden  casks)  provicg  unsatisfactory, 
tanks  are  to  be  tried  on  the  Russian  railways,  and  the  traffic 
will  be  governed  by  the  same  rules  as  the  carriage  of 
kerosin. — The  P.  K.  Ushkoh  &  Co.  chemical  factory  of 
Elabudjsk,  with  its  capital  of  2  400,000r.  (240,000/.),  has  con- 
cluded the  year  1902-3  without  profit. — According  to  in- 
formation received  by  the  authorities  in  St.  Petersburg,  a 
large  number  of  chemists  are  vr.ing  inexact  scales  and 
measures,  unverified  anil  unstamped  by  the  public  weights 
and  scales  offices.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  actively 
moving  in  the  matter,  requiring  all  such  to  be  at  once 
rectified. — A  Pan  Siberian  pharmaceutical  society  has  been 
founded  at  Tomsk. — The  sulphuric-acid  manufacturers  of 
St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  and  Warsaw  are  said  to  have  come 
to  an  agreement  regarding  the  sale  of  the  acid  in  Russian 
markets.  They  have  divided  the  whole  of  Russia  between 
them  into  defined  market  districts.  The  result  of  the  com- 
bination is  an  increase  in  the  price  of  sulphuric  acid,  which 
had  hitherto  been  cheapeicc1  by  the  competition  between  the 
three  districts. 
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The  Supplementary  Volume,  designed  to  meet  the  official  requirements  as  regards  known,  admitted, 

and  approved  remedies. 


THIS  new  volume  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
Series  "  was  copyrighted  on  Friday,  February  20,  and 
on  the  same  day  a  copy  was  delivered  to  Mr.  E.  E.  Stoodley, 
Secretary  of  the  Inland  Kevenue  Stamps  Department. 

The  orders  which  we  bad  in  hand  for  sirgle  copies  from  re- 
tailers and  for  supplies  from  wholesale  houses  are  now  being 
executed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  price  of  the  book  is 
10s.  net,  by  post  10s.  6d. ;  and  it  may  after  this  week  be 
obtained  at  the  published  price  from  any  of  the  following  : 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  34  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York. 

Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited),  Dublin. 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 

W.  Edwards  &  Son,  157  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Exe;er. 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  60  Bartholomew 
Close,  E.C. 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Holloway  Road,  N. 
Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  6  Great  Turnstile,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 
John  Gower,  Waterloo,  near  Liverpool. 
John  Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
J.  R.  Lockwood  &  Co.,  168  St.  John  Street,  E.C. 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited),  192  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C. 
F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  27  Charterhouse  Square,  E.C. 
W.  Paterson  &  Sons,  Aberdeen. 
Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Potter  &  Clarke,  60  Artillery  Line,  E. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh. 
Raimes  &  Co.,  York. 
J.  Sanger  &  Sons,  2  Winsley  Street,  "W. 
T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  19  Duke  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Birmingham. 
J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester. 
Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  (Limited),  18  Southwark  Street, 
S.E. 

Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry. 

Please  order  "  Phurmaoeutical  Fjrmulas ,"  Vol.  IT. 

The  book  is  uniform  with  the  firi  j  volume  in  every  respect, 
and  is  strongly  bound  in  black  buckram,  gilt-lettered.  The 
following  reprint  of 

The  Contents-page 
suffices  to  show  what  is  in  it  : 

PAGE 


The  Medicine-stamp  Acts    1 

Australian  Formulas    61 

Preparations  with  Ailment-names  (Abscess — Croup)        ...  103 

Preparations  for  Coughs   157 

Preparations  with  Ailment-names  (Deafness— Ichthyosis)  24G 

Preparations  for  Indigestion   301 

Preparations    with    Ailment-names    (Infants'  Gripe- 
Melancholia)    316 

Preparations  for  Neuralgia    330 

Preparations  with  Ailment-names  (Night-sweat— Tonsilitis)  354 

Preparations  for  Toothache    383 

Preparations  with  Ailment-names  (Ulcers— Zonas)   405 

Preparations  with  Body-names   413 

Preparations  with  Descriptive  Titles   472 

Galenical  Preparations   525 

Miscellaneous  Preparations    563 

Preparations  Chiefly  for  the  Toilet    567 

Unclassified  Formulas   587 

Appendices  (Stamped-medicine  Memoranda:  High  Court 
Decisions ;  Formula  Numbers  in  0.  <6  _D.  Dia.ru  and 

"P'.F.")...    591 

Index    627 


The  index  extends  to  twenty-two  pages,  embracing  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred  entries,  and  non-dutiable  titles 


are  printed  in  italic?,  so  that  it  affords  a  comprehensive  list 
for  reference,  as  well  as  an  index.    The  following 

REPRESENTATIVE  OPINION'S 

will  suffice  to  show  what  some  who  are  well  qualified  to 
judge  think  of  the  new  volume: 

From  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist,  Member- 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

Barrymore,  North  Fiochley, 
February  22,  1904. 

The  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  examined  your  supplementary  voluma  o£ 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  with  extreme  interest.  The  first 
impression  conveyed  by  it  is  one  almost  of  bewilderment  ai  the 
vast  provision  of  material  it  contains  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
a  chemist's  counter-busiaess.  One  is  disposed  to  wish  for  some 
vigorous  editorial  siftiog.  But  this  fancy  soon  give3  way  to  the 
conviction  that  any  chemist  and  druggist  who  knows  his  business 
will  ba  all  the  better  for  doing  his  sifting  himself. 

The  long  agitation  of  last  year,  consequent  on  the  Singuinetti 
and  Glyn-Jones  judgments,  has  certainly  left  the  retail  drug-trade 
in  a  stronger  position  than  it  was  in  before.  It  is,  perhaps, 
excusable  if  some  of  us  lost  track  occasionally  of  the  complicated 
discussions,  but  your  notes  interspersed  with  the  formulas,  and 
the  full  reports  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  volume,  present 
the  history  of  the  revolution  in  msdicine-stamp  law  so  clearly 
that  there  is  no  chance  for  anyone  who  reads  them  with  care  to 
remain  under  misapprehensions,  or  to  pay  three-halfpences  when 
he  need  not  do  so. 

A  not  unimportant  feature  of  your  volume  is  the  beautifully 
clear  printing,  a  seriou3  consideration  where  formulas  are  con- 
cerned. Yours  faithfully, 

A.  C.  Wootton. 

From  Mr.  Cyril  H.  Kirby,  of  Messrs.  Neve,  Peck  $>•  Kirby, 
solicitors  to  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association. 

21  Lime  Street,  London,  E.C. 

February  22,  1904. 

Dear  Sir,— Thank  you  much  for  the  new  volume  of  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas."  It  is  obvious,  from  the  recent  discussion 
and  correspondence  on  medicine  stamp-duty,  that  there  was  need 
for  a  new  book  on  the  subject,  and  this  volume,  including  as  it 
does  both  the  legal  and  the  pharmaceutical  sides,  should  be  to  the 
pharmacist  a  useful  guide  to  the  whole  question. 

The  best  proof  I  can  give  of  its  legal  value  is  to  tell  you  that  I 
have  been  referring  to  it  to-day  while  revising  a  trade  circular  on 
the  durability  of  various  common  labels. 

To  me  persona'ly,  an  interesting  feature  of  this  book  is  the 
effective  answer  it  gives  to  those  people  who  have  suggested  that 
the  Glyn-Jone3  case  had  gained  the  chemist  nothing;  the  fact 
that  the  book  contains  over  five  hundred  pages  of  formulas  in 
actual  use  of  preparations  which  can  be  sold  under  commendatory 
names  free  from  duty  by  chemists  only  proves,  I  think,  the 
enormous  practical  value  to  chemists  of  the  third  exemption. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Cyril  H.  Kirby. 

From  Mr.  Richard,  C.  Wren,  Secretary  to  the  Association  of 
Wholesale  Druggists  and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal 
Preparations. 

60,  62  &  64  Artillery  Lane,  Londor>,  E., 

February  22,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  you  will  not  regard  it  as  an  idle  compli- 
ment when  I  put  on  record  my  opinion  that  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  Vol.  II.,  is  without  a  doubt  the  most  complete  and  up- 
to  date  work  yet  published  of  special  interest  to  chemists.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  great  amount  of  labour  combined  with  the  use 
of  such  a  fund  of  valuable  knowledge  will  have  its  own  reward. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  a  work  that  should  have  a  place  in  every 
chemist's  shop  in  the  kingdom.  The  chapter  on  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Acts  is  as  concise  and  complete  a  statement  of  the  subject 
as  could  be  written,  but,  as  the  columns  of  your  paper  advise  from 
week  to  week,  there  is  much  yet  to  be  done  before  this  vexed 
subject  becomes  settled. 

With  regard  to  Exemption  No.  3,  I  have  been  surprised  to  find 
how  very  few  chemists  have  taken  advantage  of  their  privileges, 
A  very  large  number,  to  my  own  knowledge,  have  taken  no 
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interest  in  the  matter  whatever,  and  have  simply  gone  on  in  the 
same  old  way,  bat  I  think  that  there  is  here  an  opportunity  given 
to  them  of  considerably  extending  business  by  packing  a  series  of 
rotnedies  judiciously  recommended  and  well  put  up. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Richard  C.  Wren. 

From  Messrs.  F.  Neivibery  4'  Sons,  who,  as  a  firm,  had  ex- 
perience of  proprietary  medicines  before  the  first  M^dioinc- 
stamj)  Act  passed  in  1783. 

27  &  28  Charterhouse  Square,  <fc 
4+  Charterhouse  Street,  London,  13. C, 
February  23,  1904. 

The  Editor, 

Chemist  and  Druggist, 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 

Dear  Sir, — Wo  have  examined  with  much  interest  your  new 
volume  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

We  are  sure  that  the  concise  historical  resume  and  codification 
of  the  Medicine  Acts  and  reports  of  recent  cases  will  prove  of 
great  interest  and  practical  value  to  the  trade  generally.  Dealers 
in  stamped  or  unstamped  medicines,  whether  they  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  the  now  famous  third  exemption  or  not,  will  find  in 
the  volume  a  store  of  useful  information  brought  cjuite  up  to  date, 
and  accurately  indexed  for  convenient  reference. 

In  scanning  its  pages  we  are  ourselves  reminded  of  the 
progressive  elucidation  of  many  points  of  difficulty  which  have 
come  before  us  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and 
occurred  with  greater  or  less  freqnancy  during  the  past 
twenty  years  or  more ;  of  the  late  Mr.  Alpe,  from  whom  one 
could  always  learn  something  new  in  Medicine  Ant  administra- 
tion ;  of  his  museum  of  specimens  at  Somerset  House;  of  dis- 
cussions on  the  question  of  "  pure  drug"  as  distinguished  from 
"  chemical  composition  "  ;  of  cough  lozenges  ordered  by  post, 
and  therefore  of  course  delivered  in  a  "package,"  but  not  other- 
wise liable;  of  penalties  mitigated,  aud  proceedings  abandoned; 
of  stamps  —aye,  and  shilling  ones  too — needlessly  used  for  years 
upon  asthmatic  fumigants,  down  to  the  well-pondered  proceedings 
by  and  against  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  with  his  ammoniated  tincture  of 
quinine  and  its  lau  latory  label.  This,  aid  tha  unearthing,  soon 
after  the  initial  stage  of  tin  proceedings,  of  Mr.  Price's  long- 
forgotten  pamphlet  of  1830,  containing  lines  cf  argument  which 
proved  helpful  in  recovering  for  the  qualified  chemist  the  privi- 
lege the  law  had  reserved  to  him,  are  matters  too  recent  to  call 
for  special  comment. 

Alpe's  "  Handybook,"  which  appeared  daring  the  regime  of  Mr. 
A.  C.  Wootton — facile  princeps  in  recondite  points  of  practice  — 
has  served  to  prevent  proceedings  in  numberless  cases.  It3 
successor,  the  book  now  before  us,  containing  the  "bone  and 
sinew"  of  the  subject  of  stamp-duty,  with  the  largj  collection  of 
formulas  in  everyday  use,  is  doubtless  destined  to  render  even 
greater  service  in  the  unex pounded  future. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  tenor  of  the  official  rpplies  is 
the  sam )  now  as  when  the  late  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  wrote  :  "  We  have 
always  found  the  authorities  at  Somerset  House  disposed  ...  to 
grant  every  indulgence  that  can  fairly  be  expected  " — at  a  time  of 
"  periodic  worry  "  by  which  the  trade  was  agitated  about  half  a 
century  ngo.  Yours  faithfully, 

P.  Newhery  &  Sons. 


IRew  Company  S.  Company  iRewa, 


Machix  (Limited).  — Capital  2,0007,  in  17.  Bhares.  Objects: 
To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Emily  13  Machin  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  business  now  carried  on  bv  her  at  Pensnett,  as  sole  proprietor 
and  manufacturer  of  "  Machin's  Infallible  Pearl  Ointment,"  and 
to  carry  on  the  said  business  and  that  of  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers,  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medical,  chemical,  industrial,  and 
Other  preparations,  and  electrical,  chemical,  photographic, 
surgical,  and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  Sea.  The  first 
subscribers  are  :  J.  Higgs,  The  Willows,  Brierlev  Hill,  solicitor  ; 
Mrs.  F.  Higgs,  The  Willows,  Brierley  Hill;  Mrs.  G.  Higgs,  High 
Oak,  Pensnett ;  J.  Pitt,  127  Edmund  Street,  Birmingham,  char- 
tered accountant :  Miss  E.  B.  Bowen,  Briar  Lea,  Collis  Street, 
Stourbiidge;  J.  H.  Goring,  Pendine,  Talbot  Street,  Brierley 
Hill  ;  and  R.  B.  Guest,  3  High  Street,  Brierley  Hill,  gentleman. 
No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  associa- 
tion. The  first  directors  are  J.  Higgs,  C.  F.  E.  Griffiths,  and 
S.  J.  Parsons.    Registered  office,  18  High  Oak,  Pensnett,  Staffs. 


T.  4c  H.  Smith  (Limited).— We  understand  that  letters 
of  allotment  and  regret  we:e  posted  on  Thursday  of  this 
week. 


The  Boots  Companies. — The  directors  of  Boo^.s  Cash 
Chemists  (Eistern)  (Limited)  have  declared  a  dividend  on 
the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of  12  psr  cent,  par  annum. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited) — The  directors 
recommend  payment  of  the  preference  dividend  in  full, 
carrying  forward  about  83  0307.  This  included  the  amount 
brought  forwaid  from  1902. 

Henry  Marks  &  Sons  (Limited). — Oa  February  22  the 
extraordinary  resolution  was  confirmed  for  the  voluntaiy 
winding-up  of  this  c  ompany,  which  is  one  of  the  businesses 
acquired  by  International  Sponge  Importers  (Limited). 

John  Oakey  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  rep-or*  for  1933 
states  that  net  profits  for  the  year,  including  572!.  brought 
forward,  amount  to  35  5317.  The  board  recommend  a  final 
dividend  of  5  per  cent  on  the  ordinary  shares,  making  10  per 
cent,  for  the  year ;  and,  in  addition,  a  bonus  of  5  per  cent. 
They  also  recommend  that  8  000/.  be  carried  to  general 
reserve,  raising  this  account  to  61  000/.,  making,  with  capital 
reserve,  a  total  of  67,73  57.,  leaving  2,8117.  to  be  carried 
forward. 

Charles  Mumby  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting 
was  held  on  February  16  at  Southsea,  Mr.  Alderman  R. 
Barnes,  J.P.  (chairman  of  the  directors),  presiding.  The 
report,  showed  that  the  gross  profits  of  the  year  were 
13  8547.  16;.  Id.,  and  after  allowing  for  the  interest  oa 
mortgage  debentures  and  an  interim  dividend  of  5  per  cent, 
to  the  shareholders,  left  1,9377. 15^.  3  7  available  for  dividend 
for  the  half-year  ended  December  31,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  7  psr  cent,  should  be  pa'd,  absorbing 
1.3357.  16;.  8.Z.,  leaving  601/.  18 j.  Id.  to  be  carried  forward. 

"Sanitas"  Company  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting 
of  the  shareholders  of  this  compiuy  was  held  at  the  com- 
pany's factory,  Pixley  Street,  Liimhouse,  E  ,  on  February  24, 
Mr.  C.  T.  Kiogzitt  (chairman  of  the  directors)  presiding 
over  a  gathering  numbering  quite  one  hundred  ladies  and 
gentlemen.     In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
financial  statement,  Mr.  Kingzett  said  the  net  profit  for  the 
year  (15  8317.)  was  about  3007.  or  4007.  higher  than  that  of 
last  year,  and  last  year  was  itself  a  record.  Notwithstand- 
ing, therefore,  general  bad  trade,  decrease  in  exports,  and 
the  rainy  season,  the  p-esent  year  was  still  an  improvement 
on  preceding  one'.    The  r.iin  had  been  their  greatest  enemy, 
for  it  washed  the  air  free  from  bacteria  and  other  noxious 
substinces.    In  some  instances,  however,  the  bacteria  were 
not  destroyed,  but  merely  carried  to  the  ground,  where  they 
lay  dormant  until  the  hot  weather  roused  their  baneful 
proclivities.    The  excessive  rain  of  the  pa^t  year  also  mili- 
tated against  the  sale  of  "Sanitas"  preparations  by  flushing 
the  sewers  so  effectively  that  "Sanitas"  travellers  were  told 
by  local  authorities  that  there  was  little  need  for  disin- 
fectants.   Quoting  the  R  gistrar-General's  report,  Mr.  King- 
zett  proceeded  to  show  that  tie  general  rate  of  mortality,  as 
well  as  that  of   the  Metropolis  in  paricular,  had  been 
unusually  low,  and  1933  was  probab  y  tne  healthiest  year  the 
country  had  enjoyed  lor  some  time.    "  Freehold  land,  build- 
ing', plant,  machinery  &c.,at  Limehouse '  had  been  increased 
by  442'  d urine  tie  past  year,  but  in  the  year  to  come  con- 
siderable additions  to  the  factory  are  contemplated,  which 
will  ne:e-sita  e  an  increased  expenditure.    The  removal  of 
the  general  offices  from  Bethoal  Green  is  intended,  and 
plans  for  the  new  buildings  have  been  p  epared  by  the  com- 
pany's architect,  and  are  awaiting  the  approval  of  the  London 
Cou-  ty  Council.  Although  the  transferof  the  golfball  bracch 
of  the  comp  my's  business  to  the  Improved  Golf  balls  Com- 
pany (limited)  only  took  placs  a  year  ago,  a  dividend  on 
ro'h  prcfe-ence  and  ordinary  s-ha-es  will  be  received  from 
that  company.    Mr.  Kingzett  then  proceedel  to  enumerate 
the  new  "Sanitas"  preparations  that  had  been  evolved 
during  the  year.    "Zinol,"in  liquid  dentifrice  and  in  paste, 
is  the  latest,  and  samples  were  ■  istributed  to  each  shareholder 
pre^-ent.    The  merits  of  "Sinitas"  oil  in  the  treatment  of 
consumption  were  mentioned,  and  special  at  ention  drawn  to 
the  pamphlets  describing  the  "  line  oxygen  "  treatment,  as 
the  "  Sanitas  "  oil  rmthod  has  been  called.    The  motion  for 
adoption  of  the  repot  t  and  accounts  was  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Ru-sell.    The  retiring  director,  Mr    N.  F.  Kingzett,  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  and  the  auditors,  Messrs.  W.  Williams 
&  Co.,  were  re-ap-.oimed.    An  inspection  of  the  factory  and 
aD  escelhnt  lutcVccn  followed  tl  e  rccetirg. 
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Mmter  Session, 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above-named  Association  at  Birmingham 
University,  on  February  18,  with  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard  (<be  Piesident)  lead  a  piper 
on  the 

Manufacture  and  Spreading  of  Surgeons'  Adhesive 
Plaster. 

Mr.  Gerrard  commented  at  the  outset  on  the  lack  of  in- 
formation in  pharmaceutical  literature  on  this  subject.  It 
is  a  lamentable  fact  that  no  branch  of  pharmacy  has  suffered 
more  neglect,  and,  so  far  as  retail  pharmacy  is  concerned, 
the  practice  of  the  art  of  plaster-spreading  is  about  dead. 
He  did  not  assert  it  would  be  either  wi=e  or  profitable  for 
pharmacists  to  make  and  spread  their  plaster  in  a  general 
way,  for  this  c'ass  of  woi  k  can  be  better  done  by  the 
specialist;  but  Mr.  Gerrard  maintained  that  the  rising- 
generation  should  be  to  educated  in  pharmacy  as  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  becoming  the  future  specialists  in  this 
legitimate  branch  of  their  ait. 

Mr.  Gerrard  said  his  first  lessons  in  plaster-spreading  were 
obtained  forty-one  years  ago  in  the  laboratory  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  from  James  White,  an  intelligent  laboratory-man, 
of  kindly  disposition,  always  willing  to  impart  his  knowledge 
to  others.  Guy's  Hospital  plaster  was  much  sought  after 
and  appreciated  by  surgeons  for  its  strength  and  adhesive 
qualities.  BeiDg  spread  on  a  pure  stou1;  linen,  free  from 
stiffness,  it  adapted  itself  remarkably  we'l  to  any  irregular 
surface  to  which  it  was  applitd. 

Preceding  to  explain  its  manufacture,  Mr.  Gerrard  said  it 
would  be  generally  admitted  that  the  first  essential  of  a  good 
surgical  adhesive  plaster  is  the  base  or  compound  used  to 
impart  adhesiveness  to  the  fabric  on  which  it  is  spread. 
This  base  ought  to  possess  four  leading  qualities — (1)  neu- 
trality, (2)  freedom  from  irritating  ingredients.  (3)  a 
melting  or  softening  point  of  98°  to  100°  F.,  (4)  great 
stickiness  or  power  of  adhesion.  The  last  quality  is  highly 
esssntial,  as  it  enables  the  fabric  to  rfmaia  firmly  in  position 
when  used  to  support  a  limb  or  fix  a  splint  or  dressing. 
Lead  plaster  or  diachylon  has  been  from  ancient  times  the 
most  important  and  best  estremed  of  the  plaster-bases,  and 
is  without  doubt,  when  modified  by  certain  admixtures,  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  applied  ;  it  becomes, 
therefore,  important  that  cureful  attention  be  given  to  the 
details  of  its  manufacture. 

When  he  (the  speaker)  was  dispenser  at  Guv's  Hospital 
Tead  plaster  was  prepared  as  follows :  Six  gallons  (about 
55  lbs.)  of  good  olive  oil  was  placed  in  a  jacketed  pan  over 
night,  together  with  30  lbs.  of  litharge  in  powder  and  5  gals, 
of  water,  and  given  a  good  stirring.  The  following  morning 
steam  was  turned  on  and  maintained  at  30.  to  331b?.  pressure 
for  three  to  four  hours,  with  continuous  stirring.  If  during 
the  process  it  was  found  that  all  the  litharge  had  entered 
into  combination  with  the  of,  it  was  usual  to  add  about 
ano'her  J  lb.  of  litharge  and  a  little  more  water  if  needed, 
continuing  the  boiling  for  another  hour  or  until  a  small 
excess  of  litharge  remained  in  the  p'aster;  if  the  amount  of 
litharge  first  used  was  sufficient  to  give  an  excess,  no  more 
was  added.  This  proceeding  is  quite  rational,  for  if  one 
considers  the  inconstant  character  of  olive  oil,  and  sometimes 
of  litharge,  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  varying  quantity  of  the 
latter  is  required  to  obtain  a  uniform  lead  oleate.  Moreover, 
lengthy  experience  has  shown  that  a  lead  plaster  made  as 
indicated  is  less  prone  to  rancidity  than  one  made  with  an 
excess  of  oil.  He  suggested  that  the  lead  plaster  of  the 
B.P.  would  be  much  improved  by  the  use  of  more  litharge,  as 
the  more  completely  the  oil  is  saturated  or  saponified,  the 
less  likely  is  the  plaster  to  irritate  in  contact  with  the  skin. 

One  other  important  point  in  the  manufacture  of  lead 
plaster  is  the  removal  of  the  gljcerin  formed  during  the 
process.  To  allow  the  glycerin  to  remain  would  not  only 
be  detrimental  to  the  adhesiveness  of  the  plaster,  but  give 
rise  to  numerous  glycerin  spots  or  blotches  on  the  fabric  on 
which  the  plaster  is  spread.  The  comple'e  removal  of  the 
glycerin  can  be  effected  by  continuing  the  heat  until  the 
whole  of  the  water  has  evaporated  and  the  plaster  assumes  a 


semi-transparent  state.  When  this  point  is  reached  glycerin- 
passes  off  readily,  and  its  vapour  can  be  easily  distinguished 
from  that  of  water  by  its  greater  transparency.  The  glyceriD, 
however,  need  not  be  got  rid  of  in  this  way,  for,  glycerin 
being  practically  insoluble  in  lead  plaster,  if  the  latter  be 
allowed  to  cool  slowly  the  glycerin  rises  to  the  surface,  and 
can  be  removed  with  a  sponge.  Lead  plaster  made  as1 
described  is  in  good  condition  to  be  employed  as  a  general 
base. 

This  method  of  manufacture,  said  Mr.  Gerrard,  is  not  quite 
that  of  the  wholesale  drug-trade,  where  the  custom  is  to  pour 
the  finished  plaster  whilst  hot  into  water  and  submit  it  to  a 
pulling  process,  thus  imparting  whiteness,  due  to  incorporation' 
of  water.  This  is  a  very  old  practice,  and  is  said  to  be 
esteemed  by  the  trade,  but  it  is  absolutely  useless,  and  even 
detrimental  to  the  plaster.  No  up-to-date  manufacturer  of 
spread  plasters  would  think  of  wasting  his  time  on  such  a 
useless  practice.  A  hope  may  be  expre  sed,  in  the  interests 
of  good  pharmacy,  that  the  next  edition  of  the  B.P.  will 
require  that  lead  plaster  shall  te  nearly  if  not  quite  water- 
free. 

Lead  plaster  made  by  the  Guy's  Hospital  formula  is,  when 
fresh,  of  a  light  greyish-brown  colour,  tough  and  flexible, 
and  not  easily  fractured.  Small  pieces  held  between  the 
finger  and  thumb  soon  sof  en  and  become  sticky.  If  kept  a 
month  or  two,  it  increases  ia  hardne  s  and  easily  fractures,, 
otherwise  retainirg  its  original  qualities. 

Lead  plaster  pure  and  simple  is  rarely  used  alone  for 
plaster- spreading.  To  imp  ove  its  tdhssive  quality  it  is 
usual  to  combine  it  with  soap  and  resiD,  as  in  the  resin 
plaster  of  the  B.  P.,  which  is  a  very  useful  formula,  especially 
for  winter  spreading;  but  during  the  heat  of  the  summer 
months  half  the  official  quantities  of  soap  and  resin  should 
be  used,  otherwise  the  plaster  may  spoil  by  sticking  to  itself. 
The  suggestion  that  to  make  lead  plaster  more  adhesive  they 
must  employ  excess  of  oil  is  quite  a  mistake.  Oil  softens 
plaster,  but  adds  nothing  to  its  holdfast,  tight  grip  qualities. 
Resins  are  undoubtedly  the  substances  which  improve  ad- 
hesive plasters.  Not  only  is  common  resin  valuable  in  this- 
respect,  but  the  oleoresins  of  elemi  and  thus  have  valuable 
adhesive  properties.  A  good  all-tke-jear-rcut.d  working 
formula  is  as  follows  : 

Lead  plaster  ...       ...       ...       ...  16 

Ordinary  yellow  soap    1 

Resin  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1 

Thus   1 

Shred  the  soap  finely  and  add  some  to  the  melted  resin  and 
thua,  stirring  well  till  dissolved.  Lastly,  add  the  lead  plaster, 
continuing  the  heat  till  all  i3  well  mixed  ;  then  strain. 

Mr.  Gerrard  r< commended  ordinary  yellow  soap,  because- 
it  is  found  to  be  better  than  official  hard  soap.  The- 
adhesiveness  may  be  increased  by  adding  more  gum  thus. 

PLASTER-SPREADING. 

Passing  on  to  speak  of  this  department  of  his  subject,  Mr. 
Gerrard  said  the  machine  commonly  employed  for  spreading 
adhesive  plasters  on  the  large  scale  consists  essentially  of  a 
V-shaped  trough  about  20  inches  long  provided  with  stout 
iron  cheeks  or  ends.  On  the  inner  side  of  each  cheek  is  a 
pair  of  diagonal  grooves  into  which  slides  a  pair  of  iron  plates, 
so  that  the  lower  edges  rest  on  a  firm  metal  bed.  The  plates 
can  be  raised  or  lowered  by  means  of  thumbscrews,  so  as  to 
regulate  the  thickness  the  plaster  is  to  be  spread.  The 
material  to  be  covered  with  plaster  is  cut  to  the  required 
width  and  formed  into  a  roll,  one  end  of  which  is  placed 
under  the  two  plates  and  the  machine  filled  with  the  melted 
and  strained  plaster.  The  front  plate  of  the  machine  is 
now  carefully  adjusted  to  the  thickness  the  plaster  is 
wanted  to  be,  and  the  material  is  drawn  steadily  through  the 
machine.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  bed  of  the 
machine  and  the  lower  edges  of  the  plates  have  parallel 
planed  surfaces,  otherwise  the  spreading  will  be  irrfgular 
and  the  plaster  uneven.  This  machine,  described  by  the  late 
William  Martindale  in  1870  and  shown  in  the  picture,  does 
its  work  remarkably  well,  and  is  capable  in  experienced 
hands  of  spreading  400  to  500  yards  of  plaster  per  hour.  The 
plaster  as  soon  as  spread  is  hung  on  rails  and  allowed  a 
varying  period  to  cool  and  harden,  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year  or  the  nature  of  the  plaster ;  it  is  then  cut  into 
lengths  and  rolled  ready  for  use. 
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The  simpler  form  of  apparatus,  on  which  Mr.  Gerrard  pro- 
ceeded to  spread  a  few  yards  of  plaster,  is  easily  understood 
on  reference  to  fig.  2.   The  arrangement  is  almost  a  facsimile 


Fig.  1. — Mahtindale's  Plaster-spreadixg  Machine, 


of  that  used  at  Guy's  daring  his  term  of  office  and  for  many 
years  after.  It  consists  essentially  of  two  stra'ght-backed 
chairs,  on  the  top  of  the  back  rails  of  which  is  placed  a 
row  of  sharp  hooks  (tenter-hooks).  On  these  the  cloth, 
3  yards  long  and  12  inches  wide,  is  fixed  and  evenly  strained. 
To  keep  the  chairs  rigid  heavy  weights  are  placed  on  the 
seats.  The  melted  plaster  is  now  poured  on  one  end  of  the 
cloth  near  the  hooks  and  drawn  smoothly  and  evenly  along 
the  cloth  to  the  other  end  by  means  of  a  large  stout  spatula. 
The  spatula  must  be  used  warm  and  worked  on  its  edge.  A 
secor  d  portion  of  plaster  is  now  poured  on  and  spread  back 
to  the  starting-point.  Any  excess  of  plaster  can  be  picked 
up  by  a  dexterous  move  of  the  spatula  and  returned  to  the 
bulk. 

When  selecting  the  fabric  on  which  to  spread  plaster,  Mr. 
Gerrard  recommended  his  hearc-rs  never  to  employ  the 
common  cheap  plastered  and  dressed-up  stuff  sold  as  glazed 


Fig.  2. 


calico.  Though  it  looks  well  when  spread,  it  makes  the 
worst  of  all  plasters.  The  most  extensive  and  best  fabrics 
to  employ  are  brown  holland,  linen,  and  calico  ;  these  should 
be  of  medium  texture  and  free  from  filling.  A  quarter  of  an 
inch  of  surface  magnified  under  a  linen  tester  should  show 
about  fourteen  threads  both  on  the  warp  and  weft,  and  be 
closely  woven.  The  most  favoured  adhesive  plaster  is  that 
on  brown  holland,  the  demand  for  which  far  exceeds  all  other 
kinds. 

The  Discussion. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Perry  endorsed  Mr.  Gerrard's  observations  with 
regard  to  the  danger  of  losing  the  art  of  pharmacy.  The 
chemist,  he  feared,  is  becoming  a  mere  machine,  doling  out 
other  people's  products  instead  of  his  own.  To  sorre  extent 
this  is  inevitable,  but  it  would  be  wise  to  hold  back  as  much 
as  they  could,  even  though  the  cost  in  some  cases  is  a  little 
more.  He  asked  how  best  to  store  plasters,  and  prevent  the 
hard  and  powdery  surface  making  its  appearance  on  them. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Sotjthall  asked  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  tbat  a 


freshly  spread  p'aster  is  m<r;  efficacious  than  one  spread 
some  time. 

Mr.  U.  THOMPSON  recalled  the  old  story  of  the  belladonna 
plaster  causing  friction  between  customer  and  pharmacist, 
where  blisters  had  been  produced  by  certain  brands  of  these 
plasters.  He  mentioned  that  a  small  Pharmacopeeia,  of  date- 
1E82,  had  come  into  his  hands,  wherein  were  recorded 
formulas  for  about  for  y- seven  plasters,  which  were  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  constructed  aad  of  quaint  names. 

Mr.  Mann  wished  to  know  something  about  tf  e  rubber 
bases  used  for  plasters  as  met  with  in  ordinary  trade. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  made  rerennce  to  the  resident's  v^ork: 
in  connection  with  plasters,  and  calied  attention  to  a  |  aper 
by  him  thirty  years  ago  on  emp.  ammoniaci.  There  isr 
great  need,  Mr.  Alcock  urged,  for  the  overhauling  of  official 
plasters  He  supposed  the  reason  some  of  these  formulas  ares- 
set  at  the  Minor  examination  is  because  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  there  is  in  makirg  them  in  a  really  elegant  style. 
He  referred  especially  to  emp.  hydrargyri  and  emp.  am- 
moniaci cum  hydrargyro.  Incidentally,  he  mentioned  the 
antiquity  of  emp.  plumbi,  and  added  that  it  was  in  making 
this  that  Schee'e  discovered  glyceiin. 

Mr.  Gerrard,  in  reply,  said  the  wiVe  range  of  temperature 
to  which  plasters  are  submitted  — 30°  to  80°  F.  during  the 
year — is  responsible  for  much  of  the  trouble  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Perry.  A  useful  plan  is  to  put  a  small  piece  of  cotton-wool,, 
moistened  with  turpentine,  at  the  bottom  of  the  tin  box  in 
which  the  plaster  is  kept,  and  when  crackiness  is  evident 
the  judicious  application  of  warmth  and  patience  is  good. 
With  regard  to  the  belladonna  trouble,  he  looked  upon  a 
plaster  with  suspicion  whioh  did  not  produce  such  an  effect, 
the  quantity  of  alkaloid  present  being  so  large.  He  added  that 
he  had  made  many  experiments  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mann's, 
question,  but  up  to  the  present  had  not  reached  his  own 
ideal  rubber  plaster-base.  He  did  not  think  that  a  candi- 
date's failure  to  produce  a  satisfactory  p'aster  would  alone 
end  in  his  rejection  at  the  Minor.  As  an  old  examiner  he 
could  say  that  their  sympathies  lay  in  the  direction  of  the 
examinee.  (Applause.) 


Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharma= 
ceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
94  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  on  February  18,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Currie  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Robert  Tocher,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  read  a  paper  entitled 

The  Pharmacist  as  Optician, 
explaining  at  the  outset,  however,  that  "  the  pharmacist  as  3- 
ref'ractionist ''  would  have  been  a  preferable  title,  because 
whereas  an  optician  deals  in  general  optical  goods  a  re- 
fractionist  implies  a  person  skilled  in  sight-testing.  Mr. 
Tocher  first  outlined  the  development  of  optics  and  the 
dawn  of  the  present  era  when  refraction-work  is  beginning 
to  be  done  with  exactitude.    As  a  new  profession  entirely 
outside  the  optical  industry,  refraction  stands  in  reed  of 
experts,  and  the  average  pharmacist  is  eminently  suited  for 
the  purpose  because  of  his  good  elementary  education,  his-, 
scientific  and  business  training,  and  his  habit  of  study. 
Mr.  Tocher  proceeded  to  give  in  derail  the  rea<ons  why- 
pharmacists  make  good  refractionisfs,  but  as  to  whether  it 
is  always  advisable  for  the  chemist  to  take  up  the  science  of 
refraction  must  bo  thought  out  in  each  individual  case. 
There  is   considerable   opposition   manifested    by  many 
medical  men  to  chemists  testing  sight,  but,  curiously,  no- 
objection  is  taken  to  the  supply  of  glasses  without  previom 
testirg.    Mr.  Tocher's  view  is  thatspectacle-sellirg  otherwise- 
than  on   the  prescription  of  a  iefrac:ioni5t   should  be 
absolutely  prohibited.    A  pharmacist  should  on  no  account 
stock  and  sell  ready-glazed  spectacles,  and  those  who  Co 
should,  according  to  the  speaker,  cease  to  do  so  at  once. 
The  lecturer  next  dealt  with  the  importance  of  sight-testing- 
from  a  national  point  of  view,  and  said  it  is  regrettable  that 
there  are  only  about  twelve  hundred  competent  refractionists- 
fora  population  of  forty-two  millions,  although  about  thirty 
thousand  people  in  Great  Britain  sell  spoctacles,  including 
two  thousand  pharmacists.  Speaking  next  of  the  best  means- 
of  becoming  a  competent  refractionisr,  Mr.  Tocher  said  that 
some  twenty-five  years  ago  The  Chemist  and  Druggist- 
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advocated  the  sale  of  spectacles  by  chemists,  and  had  since 
continued  to  do  so  from  time  to  time.  About  five  years  ago 
that  journal  urged  the  necessity  of  taking  up  the  subject 
scientifically — that  is,  going  through  a  course  of  training  in 
optics  and  taking  some  examination.  There  are  at  the 
present  time  eighty-two  chemists  connected  with  the  British 
Optical  Association  and  114  with  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company,  but  still  a  great  necessity  exists  for  more 
refractionists,  judging  by  the  proportion  to  the  population. 
Next  referring  to  the  classes  in  optics  which  are  being  formed 
throughout  the  country,  Mr.  Tocher  gave  the  following  list 
of  books  useful  for  study  : 

Hirschfie'd's  "Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Eye." 
Thorington's  "  Refraction,  and  How  to  Refract." 
Gould's  "  Student's  Medical  Dictionary." 
Haab's  "  External  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Haab'a  "Internal  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Netlleship's  "  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Jackson's  11  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Gould  and  Pyle's  "  Diseases  of  the  Eye." 
Tscherning's  "  Physiological  Optics." 

In  choosing  a  case  of  trial  lenses  the  beginner  should  not  be 
tempted  by  the  cheapness  of  foreign-made  sets,  but  should 
obtain  a  good  English-made  trial-case,  which  will  cost  about 
151.  An  ophthalmometer  is  also  a  valuable  instrument  to  have. 
Sets  of  pliers,  screwdrivers,  measuring  rules,  test-types,  near- 
point  measures,  a  stoc'i  of  trial  spectacles  and  pince-nez 
frames,  cases,  record-book,  and  prescription- order  forms  will 
also  be  needed.  The  sight-testing  room  should  preferably 
measure  from  12  feet  to  14  feet  square,  but  a  room  8  feet  by 
12  feet  would  be  sufficient  if  a  mirror  and  reversed  type  is 
used. 

Additional  interest  was  given  to  the  lecture  by  an 
exhibition  of  sight-testing  apparatus  which  Mr.  Tocher 
explained.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  closed  the 
meeting. 


'Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
February  18,  Mr.  E.  Worth  (President)  in  the  chair.  There 
was  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  after  routine  business 
had  been  disposed  of,  the  President  called  upon  Mr. 
0.  F,  R.  Pars  to  read  his  paper  on 

Co-operative  Buying. 

Mr.  Pars  first  apologised  to  those  present  of  an  ultra- 
scientific  mind  for  the  introduction  of  a  subject  so  sordid 
and  utterly  commercial,  but  after  all,  he  said,  a  chemist's 
business  is  essentially  a  mixture  of  the  professional  and 
commercial,  and  each  side  demands  our  consideration  if  we 
would  find  our  bank-balance  on  the  right  side  at  the  end  of 
"the  year.  With  regard  to  proprietary  articles,  whether  we 
like  them  or  not,  they  bulk  largely  in  the  monthly  invoices, 
and  as  retailers  of  them  we  have  to  contend  in  these  days 
with  strenuous  conditions  in  the  shape  ef  the  competition  of 
the  big  limited  companies,  who,  buying  on  a  much  more 
extensive  scale  than  we  as  individuals  can  possibly  do, 
secure  special  discount  and  so  enhance  the  meagre  profits 
which  these  goods  leave  (o  us  when  sold  at  their  usual 
prices.  The  question,  "  Shall  we  sell  at  store-prices  1 "  each 
individual  chemist  may  answer  as  he  pleases,  but  the 
•question,  "Shall  we  buy  at  store-prices?"  demands  an 
affirmative  answer  from  chemists  collectively.  Explaining 
the  methods  adopted  to  do  this,  he  said  some  Associations 
had  established  a  central  depot  from  which  the  goods  are 
distributed  ;  others  adopt  the  simple  plan  which  he  proposed 
as  suitable  for  the  Bjurnemouth  Association — viz.,  that  of 
-each  member  stocking  one  (or  more)  article.  In  the  central 
depot  plan  each  member  takes  a  10/.  share,  and  the  buying 
and  stockkeeping  entail  a  lot  of  clerical  work,  which  either 
falls  heavily  on  a  small  committee  or,  if  someone  is  paid  to 
■do  the  work,  swallows  up  a  portion  of  the  benefit  in  expenses. 
He  proposed  that  a  "buying  section"  of  the  Association  be 
formed,  which  all  members  should  be  eligible  to  join.  Each 
member  should  then  have  allotted  to  him,  by  ballot  or  choice, 
as  may  bs  desired,  one  proprietary  article  of  which  he  agrees 
always  to  keep  a  good  stock  bought  at  the  very  best  terms 
for  cash.  Having  bought  his  stock,  the  member  shall 
ntimate  to  the  section  the  name  of  the  article  and  also  the 
net  cost  price,  phis  any  carriage,  &c  ,  that  may  have  to  be 


added.  The  section  can  then  advise  members  what  articles 
are  to  be  obtained  from  each  co-operator,  and  also  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  them  and  the  conditions  of  purchase.  His 
remarks  referred  to  proprietary  articles  only,  although  it 
had  been  suggested  that  it  would  be  well  to  extend  the 
principle  to  making  soda-water,  &c,  as  vi  ell  as  the  buying  of 
drugs. 

After  discussion  of  the  paper  it  was  agreed,  on  the  motion 
of  the  President— 

That  the  committee  of  the  Association  be  asked  to  arrange 
details  and  carry  out  the  scheme  a3  suggested. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  February  18  (the  P/esident  in  the  chair), 
when  Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough  gave  a  lantern-lecture,  the 
subject  being  "  O'er  Moor  and  Countryside."  Mr. 
Lownsbrough's  well-known  ability  as  a  botanist  and 
naturalist  brought  together  a  large  attendance  of  members, 
whose  expectations  were  fully  realised.  The  slides,  which 
the  lecturer  graphically  described  and  amplified,  were  from 
photographs  of  some  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  around 
Scarborough,  Whitby,  and  district.  In  addition  to  land- 
scapes and  botanical  subjects,  Mr.  Lownsbrough  provided 
some  beautiful  pictures  of  entomological  interest,  and  his 
views  of  birds'  nests  showed  ample  evidence  of  painstaking 
photography.  At  the  close  of  the  evening  a  very  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Lownsbrough  for  his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  C.A.A. 


Burnley  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  February  18,  at 
the  Empress  Hotel,  Burnley.  In  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton),  Mr.  Walker  was  voted  to  the  chair, 
and  there  also  attended  Mr.  Dodsley  (Treasurer),  Mr.  J. 
Brown  (Secretary),  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlow,  Mr.  N.  0.  Coates, 
Mr.  N.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  L.  Torolinson,  Mr.  Crooke,  and  Mr. 
Catton  (Burnley),  Mr.  Hirst  (Colne),  and  Mr.  Lawton 
(NelsoD). 

Corporation  Trading. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  forwarded  to  the 
Burnley  Town  Clerk  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meetirg 
with  respect  to  trading  by  the  Corporation  in  soaps  and  disin- 
fectants, and  the  Clerk  had  replied  "  that  no  trading  is  done 
save  such  as  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  public  health." 
Some  conversation  in  regard  to  this  took  place,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  Secretary  said  he  had  been  unable  to  get  at 
the  figures  showing  the  turnover  of  the  Corporation  in  these 
things,  but  it  was  a  big  sum,  and  would  surprise  many 
members  of  the  Town  Council.  It  was  decided,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  N.  Tomlinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barlow,  to 
adjourn  the  matter  till  the  next  meeting,  and  meanwhile  to 
make  full  inquiries,  so  as  to  bring  the  matter  before  members 
of  the  Council. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Town  Clerk  bad  for- 
warded to  him  the  following  extract  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  Watch  Committee  : 

Councillor  E.  P.  P.  Emmett  suggested  that  the  chemists  of  the 
town  be  requested  to  consider  the  practicability  of  labelling  each 
packet  of  poison  sold  by  them  with  what  antidote  should  be  taken 
in  ease  of  accidental  poisoning. 

The  Chairman  said  it  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  comply 
with  such  a  request.  What  might  be  approved  by  one 
medical  man  m'ght  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  another. 
Moreover,  it  might  lull  purchasers  of  poison  into  a  feeling  of 
false  security,  by  leading  them  to  think  there  was  no  harm 
in  taking  poison  so  long  as  they  knew  what  antidote  to  take 
after,  and  they  might  neglect  to  send  for  medical  assistance. 
Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Coates,  Mr.  Dodsley,  and 
Mr.  Lawton  joined  in  a  discussion  on  the  matter,  and  the 
united  opinion  of  the  meeting  was  summed  up  in  a  motion 
that  the  Secretary  should  write  to  the  Watch  Committee, 
pointing  out  the  impracticable  nature  of  their  recommenda- 
tion, and  also  reminding  the  committee  that  in  the  sale  of 
poisons  the  chemists  of  the  district  take  special  precautions 
at  the  t:me  of  sale. 


February  27,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


35 


Other  Business. 

The  Annual  Dinner. — The  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
send  reply-postcards  to  the  chemists  of  the  district,  inviting 
them  to  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Association  to  be  held 
shortly.  The  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  were 
appointed  a  sub-committee  to  carry  out  the  arrangements. 

The  P.A.T.A. — Mr.  Barlow  expressed  the  hops  that  all 
the  members  wore  adhering  faithfully  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 
Sometimes  people  had  come  into  his  shop  and  said  they  could 
get  what  they  wanted  at  such-and-such  a  price  at  some  other 
place.  The  Chairman  said  they  all  had  the  same  experi- 
ence, but  on  inquiry  it  was  found  that  the  people  could  not 
buy  the  articles  at  the  price  they  alleged. 


Carlisle  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Viaduct  Hotel,  Carlisle,  on  February  18,  Mr.  J.  Hailaway 
presiding.  The  Hon.  Treasurer  submitted  his  report, 
which  showed  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Society  of  15,s\  6d. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  J.  Hailaway  was 
re-elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  Mr.  J.  Kobson 
Vice-President,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Robinson  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Mr.  T.Ridley  and  Mr.  P.  Simpson  were  appointed 
delegates  to  represent  the  Society  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  Chemists' 
Association." 


Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association. 

The  second  general  meeting  was  held  on  February  19,  at  lli5 
Imperial  Temperance  Hotel.  There  was  a  large  attendance, 
including  Messrs.  W.  Barron  (President),  J.  A.  Thomas 
(Secretary),  F.  T.  Palmer  (Treasurer),  J.  Stewart,  M.  C. 
Mansbridge,  J.  C.  Chambers,  A.  Hill,  A.  B.  Lloyd,  F.  W. 
King  H  B.  Clarke,  A.  C.  Saxby,  R.  A.  England,  C  H.  James, 
W.  H  Hill,  R.  T.  Jeff:;,  J.  T.  Webb,  W.  Shatter,  W.  Palmer, 
W  E.  Church,  W.  Dolman,  H.  Hargreaves  (Gloucester), 
Freshfield  Reynolds  (Gloucester),  and  L.  L.  Stroud  (Tewkes- 
bury). 

Several  new  members  were  elected. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Thomas  read  a  paper  on 

The  Present  Position  and  Future  Prospect  of 
Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Thomas  considered  that  chemists  have  lost  grout d 
during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  argued  that  if  they  had  each 
and  all  supported  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  members 
thereof  this  might  not  have  happened.  He  therefore  appealed 
strongly  for  support  for  the  Society,  and  sugge.-ted  that  ib.3 
lat  er  should  pay  the  expenses  of  local  Chemists'  Associa- 
tions. 

Mr.  Stewart,  the  President,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Palmer 
joined  in  the  discussion,  the  last-named  appealing  for 
greater  support  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  He  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Thomas. 

Mr.  Freshfield  Reynolds  then  said  he  thought  the  only 
method  for  improvement  of  pharmacy  is  in  our  own  hands. 
Parliament  will  not  have  much  to  do  with  vested  iuterests. 
If  it  did  anything  it  would  be  for  the  safety  of  the  public. 
Touch  them  on  that  side  and  they  might  do  something,  the 
general  view  of  memb-rs  of  Parliament  being  that  companies 
can  employ  qualified  men  to  do  those  things  whica  >-re 
required  of  them.  If  younger  qualified  men  would  say,  "We 
will  take  no  service  with  limited  companies  consisting  of 
people  who  are  not  registered  chemists,"  then  the  be>t  part 
of  what  we  want — the  dispensing  and  retailirg  of  poisons — ■ 
must  come  to  us.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  take  ere  to 
keep  our  own  actions  clean,  and  not  leave  our  shops  in  the 
care  of  unqualified  assistants. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  been  cordially  thanked  for  his  pa^er, 
various  other  matters  were  discussed,  including  the  scarcity 
of  apprentices. 


Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Reading  on  February  18,  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  E.  Cardwell)  being  in  the  chair. 
The  Secretary  read  that  the  letter  which  had  been 


sent  from  the  Association  to  the  owners  of  six  of  the 
leading  non-protected  proprietaries.  Copies  of  the  letter 
had  been  forwarded  to  forty  local  Associations,  asking  them 
to  co-operate  by  sending  a  letter  on  the  same  lines. 

Fifteen  Associations  have  replied,  the  letters  showing,  on 
the  whole,  a  feeling  very  favourable  to  the  scheme.  Of  the 
six  manufacturers  two  have  replied — the  proprietors  of 
Blair's  pills,  to  say  that  their  pills  had  just  been  added  to 
the  P.A.T.A.  list ;  and  Messrs.  Kay  Brothers,  that  the  matter 
would  be  placed  before  their  directors.  Some  correspon-- 
dence  with  Mellin's  Food  Company  regarding  the  price  of 
their  food  was  also  laid  before  the  meeting. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  on  February  24,  Mr, 
J.  Austen  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs. 
G.  Squire,  J.  G.  Jackson,  J.  Evans,  A.T.C.,  F.  A.  Upsher- 
Smith,  P.  Carr,  G.  W.  Whitworth,  H.  G.  Williams,  G.  J.  R. 
Parkes,  J.  W.  J.  Turner,  R.  D.  Douglas,  J.  S.  Oswald,  E.  E. 
Haylegrave,  W.  Crouch,  F.  Medley,  T.  Mayor,  G.  Ellinor, 
A.  Whitehurtt,  L.D.S.,  J.  T.  Appleton,  andH.  Antcliffe  (Hon. 
Secretary).  The  preliminary  business  having  been  disposed 
of,  the  Chairman,  in  introducing  Mr.  Squire,  said  quackeiy 
was  no  new  thing.  In  looking  back  through  the  old  register 
in  the  Sh<-ffield  parish  church,  200  years  old,  he  found 
registered  the  death  of  Mr.  Simmons,  "  a  quack  Dr."  There 
was  also  a  "  Dr."  Hallett,  who  flourished  in  1835,  who 
advertised  his  pills  in  the  Sheffield  papers,  and  used  to  say  : 

Pro  Bono  Publico. — Not  from  msrcurj',  which  is  the  death  of 
1000s,  but  from  plauts  which  might  create  a  soul  under  the  Pubs 
of  Death.    The  Itch  cured  in  one  hour. 

He  had  come  across  an  invoice  from  Messrs.  Langton, 
Lan^toti  &  Wheatley,  wholesale  druggists,  Loadon,  dated 
September  16,  1833,  which  showed  from  what  these  pills- 
were  made  : 

£  s.  d. 

2  cwts.  of  balsam  of  oopivi    ...       ...    31  13  0 

Cask    2  6 

Cask  of  palm  oil        ...       ...       ...     3  17  0 

14  lbs.  of  sublimate  of  mercury  ...  3  17  0 
4  lbs.  of  rhubarb    112  6 

Per  Pitchford  and  canal. 
Copivi  now  worth  3s.  Qd. 

He  then  called  on  Mr.  Squire  to  road  his  paper  on 

Advertised  Quackery. — The  Pharmacists' 
Attitude. 

Mr.  SQUIRE  first  said  a  few  words  on  the  antiquity  of 
quackery,  and  said  the  present  state  of  things  will  pro- 
bably continue  till  Parliament  intervenes.  He  then  pro" 
ceeded  to  divide  proprietary  medicines  into  three  groups 
(1)  Proprietary  medicines  in  name  only,  such  as  James's 
powder,  Dover's  powder,  and  Parrish's  food,  which,  being 
non-secret  remedies,  do  not  come  under  the  title  of  the 
paper.  (2)  Specific  remedies,  advertised  both  to  the  public 
and  to  the  trade.  These  include  the  factory-made  remedies 
so  largely  in  favour  with  the  medical  profession.  Although 
such  proprietaries  make  prescribing  easy  for  the  physician, 
they  entail  much  risk  of  dead  stock  to  the  pharmacist,  and 
are  a  slight  on  the  skill  of  chemists.  (3)  This  class  includes 
those  preparations  which  give  the  title  to  the  paper,  and 
which  the  public  of  all  classes  seem  so  fond  of.  Mr.  Squire 
made  some  scathing  remarks  about  the  untrue  statements 
which  appear  in  some  advertisements  of  these  goods,  giving 
instances  from  announcements  now  appearing  in  the  lay 
Press.  The  poorer  classes  are  the  greatest  sufferers  from 
such  misleading  advertisements,  and  are  often  led  into 
thinking  they  have  the  diseases  so  minutely  described.  If 
one  would  believe  the  statements  in  these  advertisements  it 
seems  really  unnecessary  to  have  a  medical  man  at  all  except 
in  surgical  cases.  In  regard  to  the  methods  of  obtaining 
testimonials,  Mr.  Squire  said  that  some  time  ago  he  was 
approached  by  the  representative  of  one  of  the  adverti-ed 
articles,  and  offered  a  guinea  if  he  would  at  any  time  send 
on  the  names  of  customers  who  spoke  well  of  the  remedy  in 
which  the  traveller  was  interested.  The  General  Medical 
Council  should,  the  speaker  said,  take  action  in  the  matter, 
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as  some  of  the  advertisements  are  so  palpably  dishonest  and 
libellous  towards  the  profession  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
means  of  hinging  the  slanderers  to  task.  As  regards  phar- 
macists, they  should  shun  "advertised  quackery"  as  they 
would  a  virulent  and  infectious  disease ;  such  goods  are 
unclean,  and  unfit  for  a  place  in  any  pharmacy.  Mr.  Squire 
also  suggested  that  a  prohibitive  duty  would  do  something 
towards  suppressing  the  evil,  and  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  General  Medical  Council  might  confer  as  to 
ways  and  means  of  stopping  this  useless  traffic  in  drugs.  An 
analysis  of  the  remedies  cjuld  be  made  and  published,  with 
comments,  worked  by  means  of  the  chemists  all  over  the 
country  ;  the  proprietors  would  soon  fiad  the  power  of  such 
a  formidable  weapon. 

In  opening  the  discussion  the  Chairman  said  he  believed 
the  General  Medical  Council  were  taking  up  the  cases  of 
medical  men  who  gave  testimonials  and  lent  their  names 
to  quack  medicines  and  proprietary  articles. 

Mr.  S.  Carr  thought  that  if  the  General  Medical  Council 
would  cleanse  their  own  stable  it  would  be  better.  If  they 
took  up  the  medical  journals  they  found  them  full  of  ad- 
vertisements of  nostrums  which  the  doctors  were  prescribing. 
If  the  General  Medical  Council  intimated  to  the  members 
fchat  they  should  not  recommend  these  nostrums  it  would  go 
a  long  way  to  put  them  down. 

Mr.  Upsher- Smith  thought  that  if  the  newspaper  pro- 
prietors were  made  responsible  for  any  fraud  advertised  in 
-their  columns  it  would  most  likely  stop  the  worst  forms  of 
quackery. 

Mr.  Ellinor  thought  chemists  were  to  blame  for  ad- 
vertising quack  medicines.  He  (the  speaker)  refused 
to  stock  these  remedies.  He  thought  it  was  time 
chemists  took  advantage  of  their  knowledge  and  abandoned 
the  Stamp  Act  entirely. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  the  Stamp  Act  was 
framed  to  some  extent  to  put  down  quackery. 

In  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  Mr.  Jackson"  said  that  Mr. 
Squire  had  pointed  to  a  very  fine  ideal  to  put  down  quacks, 
in  which  he  was  in  entire  agreement,  but  he  did  not  think 
•the  time  was  ripe  at  present  for  putting  them  down. 

Mr.  Squire,  in  replying,  said  he  thought  Mr.  Carr  had 
misunderstood  him.  Mr.  Carr  referred  to  proprietaries  pre- 
scribed by  medical  men,  bat,  however  much  they  might 
deplore  the  practice,  they  could  not  object  to  dispense 
ihem.  His  paper  dealt  with  those  quack  remedies  which  he 
did  not  think  they  would  find  medical  men  prescribing. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  MEETIN3  was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on 
Wednesday,  February  21,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  D.  Anthony,  who  introduced  a  discussion  on 

"Should  Wales  have  Direct  Representation  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council?" 

He  answered  in  the  affirmative,  believing  a  direct  repre- 
sentative would  forward  their  views  on  questions  affecting 
pharmacy.  Mr.  A.  Hagon  said  Wales  had  had  no  representa- 
tive on  the]  Council  since  Mr.  Grose  occupied  that  position 
about  five  years  ago.  He  believed  that  if  this  question  were 
brought  before  the  various  Pharmaceutical  Associations 
in  Wales,  they  would  do  their  best  to  ensure  the 
election  of  a  man  who  might  be  chosen  to  represent 
•their  interests.  He  thought  the  English  members  would 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  their  claim  and  help  then?. 
Mr.  Jabez  A  Jones  said  when  Territorial  Representation 
was  discussed  he  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  the  means  of 
putting  a  Welsh  representative  on  the  Council.  Mr.  A. 
Coleman  said  the  membership  was  not  strong  enough  in 
"Wales,  but  he  thought  English  members  would  help.  Mr. 
li  Mumpord  also  spoke,  and  Mr.  Blake  Benjamin  moved— 
That  this  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association  thinks  it  desirable  tha*-,  Wale3  should  have  a  repre- 
sentative on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
lieveby  directs  it3  Hod.  Secretary  to  write  to  the  various 
divisional  secretaries  in  the  Principality,  asking  their  opinions  as 
-to  the  desirability  of  making  an  attempt  to  bring  this  about. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Rees  seconded  the  motion;  and  Mr.  Hopkins 
laving  pointed  out  that,  as  Scotland  has  two  members  on 
Jhe  Council,  Wales  s-a-ely  ought  to  have  one,  the  motion  was 
TTiiLimously  carried. 


North  Kent  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Gravesend,  on 
Wednesday,  February  24,  Mr.  A.  Stooke  (President)  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  W.  W.  Watson-Will 
(Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Associations),  D.  U.  Still  (Vice-President),  R  Feaver  Clarke 
(Hon.  Secretary),  W.  L.  Towers,  J.  Ward,  W.  E.  Clarke, 
A.  Goldthorpe,  E.  Millhouse,  H.  K.  Pughe,  F.  A.  Moore, 
A.  W.  Hanson,  C.  E.  Beveridge,  E.  Ockwell,  A.  A.  Gillitt, 
J.  E.  Lincoln,  R.  T.  Clarke,  W.  Thompson,  and  R.  A.  Sinca. 
Mr.  Watson- Will,  F  C.S.,  F.L.S.,  spoke  on 

The  Pharmacy  Bill, 

telling  the  meeting  what  the  Federation  Executive  has 
done,  and  advised  the  Association  to  approach  the  local 
members  of  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  new  Shop  Bills,  he  could  not  see  how  Sir  Charles 
Dilke's  Bill  could  possibly  work  with  chemists,  and  he  thought 
they  should  claim  exemption  from  the  second  part  as  well  as 
the  first. 

The  President  remarked  that  Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  is  the  only  controversial  one  in  the  measure. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Feaver 
Clarke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Towers  : 

That  this  meeting  of  registered  chemists  of  the  North  Kent 
District  strongly  supports  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  and  believes  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  as  well  as  in  tli03e  who  hold  the  statutory 
qualification,  the  Bill  should  pas3  into  law  in  its  present  form. 
This  meeting  further  pledges  itself  to  assist  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  its  efforts  to  advance  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Still  and  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  having  spoken,  the 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously,  and  it  was  decided  to 
endeavour  to  interview  the  members  for  the  district  and 
secure  their  support  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Watson-Will  next  spoke  in  favour  of  territorial 
representation,  but  Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  thought  this  matter 
might  be  allowed  to  rest  and  their  undivided  attention  be 
given  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr.  Watson- Will  hoped  the 
Association  would  pass  a  resolution  on  the  subject  at  some 
future  time. 

A  short  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  new  stamped- 
medicine  regulations. 

Mr.  Stooke  thanked  the  members  for  the  assistance 
during  his  year  as  President,  and  made  an  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  The  annual  meeting  was  fixed  for 
Wednesday,  April  20,  at  Gravesend. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Bradford  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bradford,  on 
February  23.  The  President  (Alderman  Dunn)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance,  including  several 
members  of  the  Leeds  Association.  The  occasion  of  the 
meeting  was  an  address  by  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant  on 

Post-graduate  Curricula. 

Mr.  Sargeant  said  that,  according  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  he  was  that  night  to  give  an  address  on  "  Post- 
graduate Curriculums."  His  own  title  was  really  "Post- 
graduate Curricula,"  and  he  objected  to  the  C.  $  1).  way  of 
it.  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant  then  went  on  with  his  paper,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  sketched  curricula  in  agricultural 
science,  bacteriology,  and  optics  for  those  who  desired  to  take 
up  special  side-lines.  Each  of  these,  he  suggested,  should 
extend  over  three  years,  and  the  curricula  were  based  on 
the  foundation  of  knowledge  gained  through  the  "  Minor." 


Church  Stretton  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited). 
In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  Saturday,  February  20,  in 
the  case  of  McLaughlin  v.  the  Church  Stretton  Mineral- 
water  Company  (Limited),  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action  by  holders  of  forty  debentures 
which  charged  the  property  of  the  company,  including  its 
goodwill  and  uncalled  capital.  His  Lordship  also  directed 
the  usual  account  of  what  was  due  to  the  plaintiffs  to  be 
taken,  together  with  the  usual  inquiries.  Mr.  Wright 
appeared  for  the  plaintiffs. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  Temple  Chambers  on  Wednesday, 
February  17,  Mr.  G.  K.  Barclay  (Messrs.  Barclay  & 
Son?,  Limited)  in  trie  chair:  There  were  also  present  Messrs. 
W.  R.  Barnes  (Plaistow),  C.  J.  G.  Bunker  (Twickenham), 
G.  H.  Burroughs  (Messrs.  John  Thompson,  Limited),  H.  W. 
Colley  (Grimsby),  Albert  Cooper  (South  Kensington), 
W.  Edwards,  jun.  (Messrs.  \V.  Eiwards  &  Sons),  B.  Hirst 
(Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Limited),  F.  W.  Powell  (Messrs. 
Thomas  Powell,  Limited),  P.  F.  Rowsell  (Exeter). 

The   Secretary  reported  that  the  cutting  of  P.A.T.A. 
articles  in  Liverpool  had  ceased. 

The  committee  reported  that  the  "  Year-book "  is  in  the 
press. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  724  more  retail  sub- 
scriptions during  1903  than  in  1902,  and  that  the  number  of 
five-guinea  subscriptions  had  been  increased  by  thirty- 
seven. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  election  of  Mr.  C.  J.  G.  Bunker 
as  President.    This  was  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Bunker,  on  taking  the  chair,  said  it  was  his  first  duty 
to  propose  that  the  thanks  of  the  Council  be  given  to  Mr. 
Barclay  for  his  services  as  President  during  the  past  year. 
The  vote  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  in  acknowledging, 
said  he  considered  the  Association  is  conferring  practical 
benefits  upon  the  whole  trade,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  him  to 
do  anything  in  his  power  to  further  the  movement. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Powell  (Messrs.  Thos.  Powell,  Limited),  as 
representing  the  Manufacturers'  Section,  Mr.  G.  Barclay,  as 
representing  the  Wholesale  Section,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Suther- 
land (Glasgow),  as  representing  the  Retail  Section,  were 
•elected  Vice-Presidents ;  and  Mr.  A.  Tebbutt  (of  W.  Sutton 
&  Co.)  was  re-elected  Treasurer.  The  following  members  of 
committee  were  elected :  Messrs.  Albert  Cooper  (South 
Kensington),  Percy  C.  Edgar  (Edgar's  Croup-loticn,  Limited), 
E.  P.  Sanger  (Lambert  &  Co.),  W.  R.  Barnes  (Plaistow), 
H.  Sanger  (Sanger  &  Sons),  A.  L.  Newbery  (F.  Newbary  & 
Sons),  H.  Gadd  (Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.). 

Co-operative  Buying. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  complaints  in 
regard  to  the  dealing  in  P.A.T.A.  articles  by  members  of 
buying-committees  connected  with  local  Associations,  and 
that  he  had  been  requested  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  Council.  As  a  rule  one  member  of  such  a  committee 
bought  a  bottom  quantity  of  a  P.A.T.A.  article  from  the 
manufacturer  and  distributed  it  to  the  other  members  at  less 
than  the  P.A.T.A.  minimum  wholesale  price.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  matter  had  been  considered  by  the  various 
•committees  from  the  P.A.T.A.  point  of  view.  The  minimum 
wholesale  prices  are  as  binding  upon  the  trade  as  the 
minimum  retail  prices,  and  he  thought  that  if  the  attention 
of  the  various  committees  were  drawn  to  the  matter  there 
would  be  no  further  difficulty  in  connection  with  it.  The 
very  foundation  of  the  P.A.T.A.  plan  depends  upon  the 
mutual  co-operation  of  each  section  of  the  Association,  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  minimum  retail 
prices  for  a  week  unless  the  wholesale  houses  actively  co- 
operated with  the  Association  in  withholding  supplies  from 
retailers  who  cut  the  retail  pi  ice.  The  wholesalers  could 
naturally  expect  that  in  return  for  this  service  in  protecting 
the  retail  price  their  profits  should  be  protected,  and  he 
believed  that  this  contention  would  be  upheld  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  retail  trade  in  the  country. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he  was  sure  that  the  matter 
had  not  been  looked  at  from  this  point  of  view  by  the 
Associations,  and  he  moved  the  following  resolution : 

That  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  having  had  its  attention 
-drawn  to  the  purchase  by  chemists  of  P.A.T.A.  articles  for  re-sale 
to  other  chemists  at  less  than  the  P.A.T.A.  minimum  wholesale 
prices,  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  trade  to  the  fact  that 
such  arrangement  constitutes  a  breach  of  the  P.A.T.A.  regu- 
lations. 


He  had  nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  such  committees  dealing 
in  articles  which,  because  they  are  not  protected,  show  no 
profit  to  wholesale  or  retail  trade,  and  he  knew  that  the 
Council  did  not  wish  to  dictate  as  to  dealings  in  articles 
which  are  not  protected,  but  he  felt  that  where  the  retail 
profit  is  protected  through  the  Association,  the  Council  is 
in  duty  bound  to  see  that  the  wholesale  profit  is  similarly 
protected. 

Mr.  Colley  bore  out  the  Chairman's  statement  as  to 
Associations  not  having  considered  the  matter  from  the 
P.A.T.A.  point  of  view  in  connection  with  articles  upon  the 
P.A.T.A.  list. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  carried,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  communicate  with  the  local  Associations 
throughout  the  country  calling  their  attention  to  the  matter. 


British  pharmaceutical  Conference. 


THE  Sheffield  Local  Committee  have  opened  their  pro- 
ceedings very  successfully  by  obtaining  an  important 
concession  from  the  railway  companies.  Efforts  have  been 
made  by  railway  companies  supplying  the  several  centres 
where  the  Conference  has  hitherto  been  held  to  induce  the 
associated  companies  to  consent  to  reduced  fares,  but 
without  success,  so  that  the  Sheffielders  have  made  a  distinct 
score. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  has  to  give  a  guarantee  of  200 
passengers,  and  it  lies  with  pharmacists  throughout  the 
country  to  see  that  he,  or  his  committee,  are  not  cut  of 
pocket  through  their  efforts.  The  concession,  which  has 
been  obtained  solely  through  the  enterprise  of  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Company,  whose  hotel  immediately  ad- 
joining the  station  is  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the 
Conference,  is  as  follows  : 

The  companies  agree  to  issue  first  and  third  class  return 
tickets  to  Sheffield  at  a  single  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the 
double  journey  (plus  fractional  parts  of  a  penny),  the 
minimum  fare  allowed  being  Is.  The  tickets  are  to  be  avail- 
able from  the  day  before  to  the  day  after  the  meeting, 
Sunday  being  considered  a  dies  non,  and  the  tickets  will  thus 
be  issued  from  August  6  to  13,  and  will  be  available  for 
returning  up  to  and  including  August  15.  These  arrange- 
ments are,  of  course,  subject  to  the  surrender  of  certificates 
signed  in  the  ordinary  way  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Local  Committee.  In  addition,  the  Midland  and  Great 
Central  Companies  have  decided  to  extend  the  arrangement 
of  a  fare  and  a  quarter  to  members  desiring  to  return  home 
to  sleep,  within  a  distance  of  fifty  miles  of  Sheffield,  to  any 
of  their  stations  to  which  through-bookiDgs  are  in  operation, 
these  tickets  being  available  to  return  on  the  same  or  the 
following  day  ;  those  issued  on  Saturday  will  b3  available 
from  Saturday  to  Monday.  Periodical  tickets,  available 
during  the  meeting,  will  also  be  issued  to  members  from 
Sheffield  to  any  station  on  the  Midland  and  Great  Central 
lines,  not  more  than  fifty  miles  distant,  at  a  charge  of  not 
less  than  the  accumulated  fares  per  diem,  which  will  be 
available  for  more  than  one  journey  daily,  and  will  thus 
enable  members  sleeping  out  of  the  city  to  return  to  their 
hosts  for  dinner.  The  tickets  for  both  of  these  arrange- 
ments will  be  issued  on  production  of  cards  of  membership 
or  letters  of  invitation. 

The  companies  in  making  these  concessions  point  out  that 
they  are  only  adopted  experimentally,  and  they  have  asked 
that  after  the  Conference  they  may  be  supplied  with  informa- 
tion as  to  the  approximate  number  of  persons  attending,  and 
to  what  extent  the  special  facilities  allowed  are  believed  to 
have  affected  the  attendance.  It  thus  remains  for  pharma- 
cists generally  to  make  a  point  of  being  present  at  the 
Conference,  if  only  to  assure  the  continuation  of  these 
concessions  in  future  years. 

The  arrangements  with  the  London  and  South-Western 
Railway  are  not  quite  complete,  but  it  is  not  expected  that 
any  difficulties  will  present  themselves  in  the  adoption  of 
the  foregoing  conditions  by  this  company. 


A  New  Quicksilver  Field  has  been  discovered  in  Brewster 
County,  Texas,  about  which  the  Director  of  the  University  of 
Texas  Mineral  Survey  writes  a  lengthy  account  in  the  "  Engineer- 
ing and  Mining  Journal  "  of  January  28. 
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^...J^From  our  Parliamentary  Representative!) 

isa'dc  .   ■ 

The  Metric  System  Bill. 

The  debats  on  the  second  reading  of  Lord  Bslhaven's 
Weights  and  Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Tuesday  proved  of  exceptional  interest.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance  of  peers,  and  from  no  quarter  of  the  House 
was  any  opposition  to  the  Bill  forthcoming.  Lord  Belhaven 
moved  the  s.;cond  reading  in  a  lengthy  but  interesting 
speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  pointed  out  that  consular 
reports  show  that  the  adoption  of  the  metric  system  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  our  export  trade.  Especially  would 
this  be  the  ca»e,  Lord  Belhaven  argued,  in  respect  to  the 
drug  trade.  He  reminded  the  House  that  it  was  given  in 
evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  that  inquired  into  the  subject  in  1£95,  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  drug  trade  of  the 
world  was  confined  to  London.  At  the  end  of  the  century 
London  still  retained  70  per  cent,  of  this  trade,  bat  was  fast 
losing  the  command,  many  of  the  drugs  being  sent  to 
Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  because  people  do  not  like  to 
weigh  and  pay  for  the  drugs  by  English  methods.  The 
Sourh  American  R  publics  now  go  to  Paris  for  their  drugs 
because  the  metric  system  is  in  vogue  there.  In  conclusion, 
the  noble  lord  said  the  Bill  proposed  to  make  the  metric 
system  compulsory  in  this  country  after  April  5,  1903.  The 
Bill  was  warmly  supported  by  Lord  Kelvin,  whose  faltering 
voice  was  not  very  distinctly  heard  in  some  quarters  of  the 
Chamber.  Contesting  the  argument  that  the  compulsory 
enforcement  of  the  system  would  be  unpopular,  Lord  Kelvin 
said  that  Sir  W.  Ramsay  wrote  him  that  he  was  in  German  y 
when  the  metric  system  was  made  compulsory  there,  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  it  gave  no  trouble  whatever,  and 
was  recognised  within  a  week.  His  lordship  gave  an  amus- 
ing illustration  of  the  confusion  that  prevails  under  the 
present  svstem  of  weights  and  measures,  but  first  referred  to 
the  fact  that,  while  we  are  gratefal  to  France  for  having 
given  us  the  metric  system,  and  see  France,  Germany,  Italy, 
and  Austria  rejoicing  in  and  benefiting  by  the  use  of  it,  it  is 
somewhat  interesting  to  know  that,  after  all,  the  decimal 
system  worked  out  by  the  French  philosophers  originated  in 
England.  In  a  letter  dated  November  14,  1783,  James  Watt 
laid  down  a  plan  which  was  in  all  particulars  the  system 
adopt  d  by  the  French  philosophers  seven  years  later,  which 
they  suggested  to  the  King  of  England  as  a  sy;tem  that 
might  be  adopted  by  international  agreement.  James 
Watt's  objects  were  to  secure  uniformity  and  to  establish  a 
mode  of  division  which  would  enable  him  to  compare  hi? 
own  experiments  with  those  of  the  foreign  savants.  He 
curhusly  anticipited  Herbert  Spencer's  objection  t>  the 
metric  system,  which  was  that  it  ought  to  be  duodecimal.  Lord 
Kelvin's  illus'ration  of  the  inconvenience  which  arises  from 
the  present  system  took  the  form  of  a  strikiag  experience 
of  his  own.  Some  time  ago,  while  experimenting 
with  a  rifle,  he  was  misled  by  the  resemblance  in  the 
tables  of  weigh's  of  different  dimensions,  and,  as  a 
result,  put;  into  the  rifle  too  large  a  charge.  Had  he  not 
discovered  his  mistake  in  time  he  would,  he  said,  11  not 
have  been  addressing  your  Lordships  on  this  occasion." 
Lord  Lansdowne  capped  this  story  with  an  anecdote  of 
his  o«n.  Not  long  ago  a  friend  of  his  was  travelling  on  the 
Continent,  and  being  indisposed  he  sent  a  prescription  by 
his  English  doctor  to  be  made  up  by  a  local  practitioner.  In 
due  time  a  box  of  pills  was  delivered  to  him.  They  were  of 
the  size  of  small  marbles,  and  he  was  so  intimidated  by  their 
appearance  that  he  decided  not  to  adopt  the  remedy. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  chemist  appeared  in  a  state  of  intense 
emotion  and  stated  that  his  assistant,  who  had  made  up  the 
pills,  did  not  know  the  difference  between  a  grain 
and  a  gram,  and  thought  that  the  latter  was  the  proper 
weight  to  be  used,  with  the  result  that  each  of  the 
"  torpedoes,"  as  Lord  Lansdowne  described  the  pills, 
contained  about  30  grains  of  calomel,  "  which  I  am  told  is 
considerably  more  than  a  grown  man's  dose."  Lord  Lans- 
downe went  on  to  propose,  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee— a 


dilatory  cour-e  which  did  not  commend  itself  to  Lord  Rose- 
bery  and  other  noble  peers.  Lord  Tweedmouth  asked 
whether,  if  this  course  were  adopted,  the  Government  would 
make  the  Bill  a  Government  measure  when  it  went  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  any  pro- 
mi-e  to  this  effect  from  the  Government.  Eventually,  the 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time  without  a  division,  and  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  as  suggested. 

The  British  Medical  Association. 

The  p-oceedings  in  connection  with  the  deputation  from 
the  British  Medical  Association,  which  waited  upon  the 
President  oE  the  Local  Government  Board  on  Tuesday,  were 
private,  but  some  particulars  of  their  character  have  tran- 
spired. Mr.  Walter  Long  and  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  received  the 
deputa1  ion,  which  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Hutchinson,  M. P. 
The  object  of  the  deputation,  I  understand,  was  to  urge  that 
means  should  be  taken  to  raise  the  status  and  increase  the 
powers  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  especially  so  far  as 
concerns  all  questions  affecting  the  medical  profession.  It 
was  urged  that  all  these  matters,  together  with  those  of 
medical  policy  generally,  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
department,  instead  of  being  sca'tered  in  various  branches 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Board  and  of  the  Privy  Council 
and  Home  Office.  Mr.  Long,  in  reply,  promised  to  convey 
the  representations  made  to  him  to  the  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  now  engaged  in  conducting  an  inquiry  into  the 
duties  and  relative  position  of  different  public  offices. 

The  Nurses  Bill. 

The  prospects  of  this  Bill  are  bad.  It  is  the  sixth  order  on 
Wednesday,  March  2,  and  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland  has 
tabled  a  motion  for  its  rejection.  It  is  stated  that  the 
Associated  Hospitals  Council  has  taken  steps  to  oppose  the 
Bill.  The  Council  consbts  of  representatives  of  the  lay  and 
medical  staffs  of  the  London  hospitals  having  medical 
schools — namely,  Charing  Cross,  Guy's,  King's,  Middlesex, 
Royal  Free,  St.  Bartholomew's,  St.  George's,  St.  Mary's, 
St.  Thomas's,  London  University,  and  Westminster. 

The  Whisky  Standard. 

Mr.  Kilbride  did  not  get  much  comfort  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  Monday,  when  he  suggested  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  analytical  experts  to  fix  a 
legal  standard  for  whisky.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  stated 
in  his  reply  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  did  not  think 
it  would  bs  of  any  practical  use  to  attempt  to  fix  such  a 
standard. 

The  Portsmouth  Poisoning  Case. 

Mr.  Remnant  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Monday  whether  his  attention  had  been  directed  to 
the  recent  deaths,  by  poisoning,  of  four  inmates  of  the 
Portsmouth  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  to  the  evidence  given  at 
the  inquiry  by  the  coroner,  disclosing  want  of  care  in  the 
dispensing  arrangements  in  that  public  institution.  In  view 
of  the  danger  to  life  involved  in  leaving  the  important  duty 
of  compounding  medicines  to  unqudified  persons,  Mr. 
Remnant  suggested  that  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  ensure  that  every  dispensary  under 
the  cmtrol  of  a  local  authority  should  be  in  charge  of  a 
person  holding  a  qualification  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  who  replied  to  the  question,  pointel  out 
thai  the  inquiry  is  not  concluded,  but  gave  an  assurance 
that  the  point  to  which  Mr.  Remnant  called  attention  will 
be  carefully  considtred. 

Notes. 

Mr.  Charles  McArthur  has  blocked  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Bill. 

In  reply  'to  questions  put  to  him  about  Dr.  Shipman, 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas  made  a  long  statement  regarding  the 
supervision  of  vivisection  experiments  made  at  University 
College  and  throughout  the  country  generally,  stating  that 
the  inspector  at  University  College  is  the  Professor  of 
Anatomy  at  the  College. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


War-Office  Muddling 

can  hardly  have  been  more  flagrant  in 
respect  of  any  supplies  than  in  those  of  medicines  as 
revealed  in  a  paragraph  on  page  314  of  last  C.  JD.,  but  as 
the  money  actually  lost  by  the  muddling  will  not  appear  in 
the  accounts,  and  in  any  case  will  not  figure  into  millions, 
nobody  in  Parliament  will  take  any  notice  of  the  waste 
The  "overbuying"  and  "want  of  discretion  in  selling' 
are  easily  obvious  to  anyone  familiar  with  the 
drug-trade,  but  how  are  the  Government  clerks,  who  run 
what  is  practically  a  vast  wholesale  drug-business,  to  know 
enough  about  iodoform,  sulphonal,  and  morphia  to  avoid 
costly  blunders  ?  A  new  War  Office  covering  a  vast  space 
is  nearing  completion  in  Whitehall,  and  surely  it  would  not 
be  impossible  to  spare  one  of  its  thousands  of  rooms  t)  a 
pharmacist  at  300/.  or  403/.  a  year.  If  only  employed  as  a 
consultant  in  buying  and  selling,  he  would  save  his  cost 
many  times  over. 

The  C.O.D.  System 

is  not  yet  sanctioned  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  but  neither  is  it  rejected.  The  P.M.G.  writes  that 
he  will  not  establish  the  system  until  he  is  persuaded  that 
it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large  and  will 
meet  a  definite  want.  Well,  there  are  influential  persons 
and  bodies  eager  to  persuade  him  to  that  conclusion,  and 
there  exists  also  the  temptation  which  besets  every  P.M.G. 
to  distinguish  his  reign  by  some  outstanding  reform. 
Stores,  advertising  quacks  in  all  trades,  and  the  newspaper 
proprietors  who  publish  their  advertisements  will  be  the 
section  of  the  community  which  will  benefit  from  a  C.O.D. 
system.  Buyers  will  fritter  away  a  lot  of  money  on  things 
they  do  not  want,  and  country  and  suburban  tradesmen  will 
suffer  severely,  no  class  more  so  than  chemists  and  druggists. 
A  few  chemists'  associations  have  perceived  the  danger,  and 
have  sent  resolutions  to  the  P.M.G. ;  but  the  majority  have 
made  no  sign.  I  hope  many  more  memorials  against  the 
proposal  will  yet  be  drafted  before  the  session  is  over  ;  next 
winter  may  be  too  late. 

The  Half-sovereign 

which  Messrs.  Cumming  Brothers  are 
claiming  from  the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  may  become 
historic.  At  first  sight  the  right  seems  on  their  side.  The 
taxgatherer,  it  may  be  said,  hustled  them  for  ten  shillings 
on  a  view  of  the  law  which  is  now  proved  to  have  been 
incorrect.  The  Board's  answer  to  the  claim  was  almost  as 
weak  a  one  as  could  possibly  have  been  given.  The  High 
Court  judgment  in  the  Glyn-Jones  case,  they  said,  had  no 
retrospective  effect.  Surely  they  do  not  mean  to  say  that  up 
to  that  judgment  the  statute  meant  something  different  from 
what  it  was  then  declared  to  mean.  No,  they  misinterpreted 
the  Act — in  good  faith,  no  doubt;  but  no  gloss  can  get  over 
that  first  fact.    But,  then,  what  about 

The  Other  Side? 

Messrs.  Cumming  Brothers  themselves 
adopted  the  same  inaccurate  interpretation,  and,  not 
knowing  that  they  had  a  good  reply,  or  not  caring  to 
venture,  they  paid  the  Board  ten  shillings  to  drop  the 
matter.  The  Board  did  drop  the  proceedings,  and  there 
the  transaction  ended.  Whether  this  is  a  sound  legal  argu- 
ment or  not,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  in  any  case  I  am  sure  it  will 
he  politic  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Cumming,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  trade  generally,  noi  to  press  their  claims. 


Because,  if  the  Board  had  taken  the  case  to  a  court,  as  they 
might  have  done,  without  giving  the  defendants  any  option 
of  compounding,  the  decision  given  there  could  certainly 
not  have  been  challenged  now  ;  and,  however  much  chemists 
may  object  to  those  blue  foolscaps  from  Somerset  House, 
they  would  not  like  it  at  all  if  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
were  to  abandon  them  altogether  and  substitute  summonses 
in  every  instance. 

Sulphate  of  Copper 

is  now  sold  in  agriculture  on  a  large 
scale.  In  addition  to  its  old  purposes  of  dressing  seeds  and 
for  foot-rot  applications,  much  larger  quantities  are  now 
freely  employed  in  spraying-operations,  especially  for 
destroying  young  charlock  and  other  weeds  on  arable  land. 
There  was  in  former  times  a  tradition  among  druggists  that 
impure  sulphate  of  copper  was  as  effectual  as  the  pure  for 
agricultural  use,  and  apparently  this  theory  still  lingers  in 
some  places.  Dr.  Voelcker  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  lately  an  instance  of  a  lot  which 
was  supplied  at  16s.  per  cwt.  He  found  that  it  contained 
only  14  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  copper,  the  rest  being 
almost  entirely  sulphate  of  iron.  It  should  be  known  to 
chemists  and  druggists  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
strongly  recommends  farmers  to  be  very  particular  about 
the  sulphate  of  copper  they  buy,  and  to  insist  on  having  a 
guarantee  of  98  per  cent.  Sulphat3  of  iron  is  practically 
useless  as  a  fungicide  and  charlock-killer. 

The  Gin  Act 

was  the  popular  designation  of  the  original  Act 
of  George  II.'s  reign  wherefrom  physicians,  surgeons, 
apothecaries,  and  chemists  derive  their  right  to  sell 
spirituous  preparations  to  sick,  lame,  and  distempered 
persons.  The  first  Act  in  which  the  concession  appears  was 
passed  in  1736.  The  consumption  of  spirits  in  England, 
gin  especially,  had  grown  to  an  incredible  extent.  We  now 
absorb  about  1  gal.  per  head  of  the  population  per  annum. 
Just  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  referred  to  it  was 
estimated  that  6  gals,  per  head  was  consumed,  and  as 
nobody  knew  how  much  was  smuggled,  it  was  probably 
more  than  that  In  1727  the  College  of  Physicians  induced 
one  of  its  members  who  was  a  member  of  Parliament  to 
represent  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  serious  injury  which 
gin-drinking  was  doing  to  the  nation,  and  this  seems  to  have 
started  the  agitation.  In  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine"  for 
February,  Mr.  Holden  MacMichael  has  collected  some 
interesting  gleanings  in  reference  to  this 

Gin-drinking  Mania. 

There  were  in  Westminster,  Tower,  and 
Finsbury  alone  (excluding  London,  Southwark,  and  outlying 
villages  like  Islington  and  Marylebone),  over  seven  thousand 
regular  gin-shops.  A  great  deal  of  spirit  was  also  supplied  in 
cellars,  garrets,  and  back-rooms.  Mr.  MacMichael  quotes  an 
item  from  one  of  the  newspapers  of  that  time.  Two  men 
drank  gin  for  a  wager.  The  winner  put  away  three  quarts, 
and  walked  home  apparently  well,  but  died  the  next  mornirg. 
The  Government  dealt  with  the  prevailing  depravity  in  its 
usual  way — by  charging  for  it.  No  one  was  to  sell  spirits 
by  retail — that  is,  in  quantities  of  less  than  2  gals,  at  a  t  ime — 
without  a  licence,  costing  50/.  a  year.  The  penalty  for 
disregard  of  this  law  was  100/.  Then  came  in  the  provision 
allowing  "physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons,  and  chymists  " 
to  rise  spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  "  in  the  preparation  or 
making-up  of  medicines  for  sick,  lame,  or  distempered 
persons  only."  The  remedy  was  effective  and  profitable — 
for  the  Government.  In  two  years  12,000  persons  were 
convicted  under  the  Act  in  London,  5,000  of  them  under  the 
100/.  penalty  section.  Mr.  MacMichael  hints  that  a  good 
many  apothecaries  and  chemists  were  in  the  crowd.  Gin 
slightly  disguised  was  found  to  be  a  wonderful  remedy  for 
gout,  gripes,  and  worms.  The  word  "distempered"  in  the 
saving  section  probably  meant  intoxicat?d.  It  was  generally 
used  in  that  sense  at  that  time.  Hahnemann  had  not 
appeared,  but.  for  the  distemper  infirmity  the  doctrine  of  like 
cures  li«e  was  well  established,  and  the  Revenue  authorities 
apparently  submitted  to  it. 
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Cbe  "  Sanitas **  Co.,  Clnt., 

net  tht  exclusive  TJlamil&ctusttB  ©I  ths 
well-known  Non-polsonous 

"  8AHITA8  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  thei?  other  Manufactures  include 

"  Soldis,"   "  Okol,"    "  Cpeoeide,"    "  Oehlop," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Suiphugators,"  "  Formic  AIp 
Purifiers," 

"FoFmic  Furaigatops,"  "Fopmie  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powdep), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Dpain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killep, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE 11  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Beihnal  Green,  LONDON, iE. 


Write 
for 
LIST 


'  A  SSURES  PURE    WA  TER.       •  ; 

THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  CRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900 

■     ■:   THE  ~ 

PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT—  ' 

':■•■&>■? A  ■'■  :••*•  Wherever  the  Pasteur  -Fflter  has  been 
applied  Typhoid  Fever,  has/disappeared." 

J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limited, 

.  :    14C  &  147,  HOUNDSDITCH,  LONDON,  E.Ci  ; 


JEWSBURY 

MINERAL  WATERS 


ARE  THE 


[i] 


VERY  BEST. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 

Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER. 


SANATOGEN 

A  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 

RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter,  and  Literature  apply  to 

London,  E.C. 


The  SANATOGEN  CO. 


83  Upper 
Thames  St. 


48  Haymavket,  LONDON,  S.1ZST. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENIMERMAN 

PRDPRIETAfiY  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


PUREST  Ifi  EUQLAMD, 


OURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,   POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALB.  fee. 


Applied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO. 

BOURNS, 
LINCOLNSHIBE. 


Analysis,  etc,  oa 
Application. 


WATER! 


Wert  Had  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
And  of  all  Chemists.  Wine  Mnrnhants.  Hotels,  cfeo. 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured  "  Cut  Out  "  window- 
display  we  are  offering.  It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 

EMBURYS  Ltd. 37lSI5.0., London, Eng. 


BMtortal  Comments, 


An  Astounding  Concession. 

It  will  be  observed  from  a  statement  on  page  370  that 
representatives  of  drug-  store  keepers  ^\  ho  are  not  chemists, 
nor  do  not  use  the  title  "  chemist  "  or  "  druggist,"  but  who 
have  set ved  a"  bond-fide  apprenticeship  with  chemists,  have 
successfully  approached  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in 
regard  to  the  extension  to  them  of  the  privileges  accorded  to 
surgeons,  apothecaries,  and  chemists  or  druggists  mentioned 
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in  the  schedule  to  the  Medicine-stamp  Act,  1812.  The  con- 
cession implies  such  an  extraordinary  and  revolutionary- 
development  that  it  appears  beyond  credence,  but  documen- 
tary proof  has  been  submitted  to  us  in  the  form  of  copies 
of  letters  which  have  passed  between  the  Board  and  a 
firm  of  solicitors.  We  have  seen  the  originals  in  the  hands 
of  the  latter,  and  have  obtained  a  statement  of  the  case? 
submitted  to  the  Board.  In  all  these  cases  the  persons 
referred  to  are  not  registered  chemists  and  druggists,  nor 
are  they  companies,  but  the  Board  state  that  four  of  them 
would  be  regarded  as  entitled  to  the  special  exemption. 
These  persons  are  to  be  permitted  to  sell  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  remedies  unstamped  on  the  conditions  men- 
tioned in  the  Board's  letter  of  August  15, 1903  (to  C.  <f"  D; 
August  14)  (see  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  vol.  ii.,  page  55). 

The  documents  submitted  to  us  show  that  the  case  for  the 
drug-store  keepers  was  cleverly  put  before  the  Board,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  process  of  reasoning  by 
which  the  latter  can  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a 
person  who  has  served  a  three-years'  apprenticeship  to  a 
chemist  is  a  "chemist  or  druggist  who  hath  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship."  It  appears,  however,  that  much  has  been 
made  of  the  argument  that  registration  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  not  evidence  that  a  person 
has  served  a  regular  apprenticeship,  which  is  true  in  a  small 
number  of  cases;  but  the  principle  was  clearly  established  in 
Farmer  v.  Glyn  Jones  (hat  the  respondent,  as  a  registered 
chemist  and  druggist,  came  within  the  sp'cial  exemptions, 
and  the  principle  which  applies  to  one  will  apply  to  all  on 
the  register.  The  Board  have  since  then  recognised,  at 
least  one  apothecary  whose  name  is  on  the  medical  register, 
and  doubtless  the  privilege  would  also  be  extended  to 
surgeons  whose  names  appear  on  the  medical  register. 
Extension  to  persons  whose  names  do  not  appear  on  either 
of  the  registers  introduces  a  new  principle  quite  at  variance 
with  previous  interpretations  of  the  law,  and  ignores 
statutory  conditions  which  have,  since  1863,  modified  the 
qualifications  and.  practice  of  the  parsons  named  in  the 
special  exemptions.  Moreover,  it  is  at  variance  with  the 
Board's  own  statement  that  a  person  who  has  been  a  dis- 
penser with  a  surgeon  cannot  enjoy  the  exemption  unless  he 
is  a  surgeon  de  fasto.  The  extension  means  that  the  Board 
regard  as  a  chemist  or  druggist  any  person  who  can  prove 
that  he  hath  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  a  chemist  or 
druggist.  This  is  logically  absurd,  because  no  such  person  is 
a  chemist  or  druggist  de  facto  until  he  is  registered  as  such 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  Board 
are  bound  to  administer  the  law  to-day  as  it  was  in  18L2) 
by  regarding  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  non-existent.  We 
accept  the  argument  with  the  prov'sion  that  they  must 
also  regard  as  non-existent  the  chemists  or  druggists  of 
1812.  The  deciding  point  is  the  simple  question,  "  Are 
you  a  chemist  1  "  and  if  the  person  desiring  the  privilege 
of  the  exemption  cannot  legally  answer  that  question  in 
the  affirmative,  there  is  no  need  for  going  further.  The 
matter  is  one  which  should  have  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  next  week. 


Duty=free  Spirit. 

Two  years  ago  nothing  seemed  so  hopeless  as  the  attempt 
to  get  a  more  liberal  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  manu- 
facturing-purposes than  is  provided  in  the  Spirits  Act  of 
1880,  but  Mr.  Tyrer's  report  to  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  this  week  shows  that  substantial  progress  has  been 
made  even  during  the  past  year.  As  an  outcome  of  his  able 
review  and  the  temperate  discussion  which  followed  it,  we 
are  justified  in  predicting  that  manufacturing  chemists  in 


this  country  will  receive  still  further  encouragement  from 
our  fiscal  authorities.    Hitherto  there  ha3  been  a  little  too 
much  of  the  fighting  element  in  the  negotiations.    On  the- 
one  hand  chemical-manufacturers  have  been  inclined  to- 
approach  the  authorities  in  an  aggrieved  spirit,  conscious 
that  Germany's  advance  in  the  chemical-industry  is  largely 
due  to  the  fostering  care  of  a  Government  which  adapted  its- 
spirit  laws  to  the  requirements  of  industry.    On  the  other 
hand,  our  Government  have  . been  too  prone  to  look  upon  spirit 
as  merely  a  revenue-producing  agent,  and  were  somewhat 
rigid  in  attitude  towards  those  who  desired  to  get  spirit 
minus  the  duty.    The  Finance  Act  of  1902  inaugurated  a 
new  era  by  giving  the  departmental  authorities  power  to- 
grant  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol,  suitably  denatured,  for 
industrial  purposes,  and  it  is  to  the  possibilities  of  this- 
privilege  that  Mr.  Tyrer  chiefly  directs  the  attention  of 
chemical-manufacturers.     It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  here- 
to   the    details,  but  we  may  say  that    for    all  prac- 
tical    purposes     the    privilege    will    bo     confined  to 
the  production  of  articles  in  which  alcohol  does  not  exist  as- 
such  in  the  finishel  products,   and  for  which  ordinary 
methylated  spirit  is  unsuitable.    The  permissions  already 
granted  under  the  new  regulations  indicate  that  internal 
industries  can  be  fostered  without  risk  to  the  revenue, 
and  additions  to  branches  of  manufacture  are  a  question  of 
magnitude  and  time.    The  industry  with  which  we  are 
directly  connected — viz.,  the  manufacture  of  pharmaceutical 
chemicals— is,  unfortunately,  not  one  of  great  magnitude  \ 
and  the  reasons  for  that  were  most  graphically  put  by  Mr. 
Tyrer  in  long  lists  of  synthetic  preparations,  alkaloids,  &c, 
which  are  largely  imported,  because  foreign  makers  work 
with  suitable  alcohol  which  costs  them  21.  per  lb.,  while 
our  makers  must  pay  Zs.  3d.  per  lb.  for  it  until  they  are  able 
to  meet  the  requirements  oE  the  revenue  authorities  a* 
regards  magnitude  of  operations.    It  is  not  altogether  a 
question  of  duty-free  versus  taxed  spirit ;  we  may  never  get 
duty-free  spirit  quite  as  cheap  as  it  is  on  the  Continent,  but- 
the  greater  disability  is  that  of  ensuring  sufficiently  extensive 
use  of  duty-free  alcohol  in  bond  to  distribute  the  cost  of  the 
special  conditions  so  widely  as  to  make  ib  a  small  charge 
upon  the  cost  of  the  products.    It  appears  that  no  one 
manufacturer  of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  is  prepared  to 
venture  a  beginning  by  himself,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  a  sort  of  co-operative  factory  should  be  established 
which  will  shelter  all  who  desire  to  use  duty-free  alcohol 
Thus,  a  score  more  or  less  would  bear  the  cost  of  a  Revenue 
inspection  which  each  of  them,  working  by  himself,  would 
alone  have  to  meet.    Nothing  more  can  be  said  of  this  at 
present   than   that   it   is   talked  about.    There  is  some 
assurance  that  the  larger  industries,  especially  the  manu- 
facture of  synthetic  dyes,  celluloid,  and  smokeless  explosives 
are  already  ber.efiting  by  new  methods  of  denaturing,  and 
the  Revenue  tendency  is  to  adapt  denaturing  methods  to  the 
requirements  of  each  case.    But  this  alone  will  not  bring  us 
new  trade;  competition  has  to  be  faced,  and  that  on  present 
conditions  means  large  financial  sacriticesti  wealthy  manufac- 
turers, and  probably  ruin  to  tnose  less  favoured,  who  make  the 
bold  venture  of  competing  with  importeJ  articles.    Here  Mr. 
Tyrer's  tables  of  continental  costs  throw  out  the  suggestion 
that  by  applying  the  provisions  of  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Act  so  as  to  impose  the  equivalent  of  spirit-duty  upon  im- 
ported articles  in  the  production  of  which  spirit  is  used, 
internal  manufacturers  would  be  fosterel  to  the  paying- 
point.    Mr.  Tyrer  did  not  make  this  suggestion  direct,  but 
it  is  the  logical  conclusion  from  his  facts  and  figures. 
The  principle  is  established  in  chloral  hydrate  and  six 
other  articles.    It  is  not  altogether  protective,  but  it  would 
be  if  it  were  extended  to  all  the  things  mentioned  by  Mr. 
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Tyrer,  as  they  would  be  made  here  fronTduty-free  alcohol, 
and  if  a  Customs  duty  were  placed  upon  similar  imported 
things  the  price  of  the  home-made  ones  would  approximate 
to  the  duty-paid  price.  This  refuge  was  condemned  in 
Monday  evening's  discussion,  and  it  was  suggested  that  we 
should  rather  appeal  to  the  authorities  for  drawbacks  on 
duty-free  spirit,  which  would  cheapen  its  use.  Either  way 
may  have  to  be  faced  if  our  chemical-manufacturers  are 
to  be  encouraged,  and  it  is  a  question  which  is  the  cheaper. 


The  Camphor=famine. 

Such  a  state  of  affairs  as  now  exists  in  the  refined-camphor 
market  is  unknown  in  the  history  of  the  drug,  and  as  the 
reasons  which  have  led  up  to  the  crisis  have  beea  so  recently 
outlined  in  these  columns,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them. 
Those  who  did  not  take  full  advantage  of  the  information 
contained  in  our  issue  of  January  9  must  now  be  paying  a 
loDg  price  for  their  supplies.  We  then  anticipated  that  the 
advance  recorded  at  that  time  was  merely  preparatory,  and 
subsequent  events  hive  more  than  justified  our  anticipations, 
as  at  the  close  of  last  week  the  English  refiners  decided  to 
make  the  price  4s.  for  bells,  being  a  further  advance  of  3d., 
while  another  refiner  asks  4i.  61 ,  and  it  is  prophesied  by 
some  that  the  price  will  go  to  5s.  per  lb.  A  few  fortunate 
people  had  made  contracts  with  the  refiners  for  delivery, 
and  they  are  now  able  to  reap  a  handsome  profit  by  selling 
at  prices,  say,  3d.  below  those  asked  by  refiners.  There 
seems  a  fair  quantity  of  these  second-hand  parcels  about, 
but  they  are  being  gradually  absorbed.  The  same  remarks 
also  apply  to  Japanese  refined  camphor  in  tablets,  for  which 
3s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  wanted.  We  are  not  far  from  the  threshold  of 
another  consumptive  season,  so  that  until  matters  assume  a 
more  normal  condition  the  present  famine-prices  are  likely  to 
prevail.  The  natural  inference  is  that  with  the  prevailing 
high  prices  the  consumption  among  druggists  will  be  greatly 
restricted,  as  w?s  the  case  with  cod-liver  oil  last  season.  In 
all  probability  it  will  be  another  month  or  so  before  any  offers 
of  the  crude  product  are  made,  but  we  have  it  on  the 
authority  of  the  agents  for  the  monopoly  that  about  June 
matters  will  have  assumed  a  more  normal  aspect. 
No  idea  can  be  given  as  to  prices,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  they  will  be  considerably  higher 
than  those  prevailing  when  the  monopoly  ceased 
offering.  As  we  have  already  intimated,  there  are  difficulties 
surrounding  the  successful  working  of  the  monopoly  in 
Formosa,  and  probably  the  chief  one  is  the  inability  to  get 
sufficient  labour  for  the  forest- work  and  distilleries.  It  is  said 
the  prices  paid  to  the  native  distillers  for  their  crude 
camphor  are  unremunerative  and  the  conditions  of  the 
licence  too  onerous.  The  aborigines  also  continue  to  give 
trouble.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  the 
principal  users  of  camphor  are  the  celluloid  makers,  and  as 
enormous  quantities  are  used  in  that  industry  the  present 
famine  is  a  serious  matter,  especially  at  a  time  when  profits 
are  cut  down  to  a  narrow  margin.  Prices  of  celluloid  have 
already  advanced,  and  it  is  now  reported  that  some  of  the 
French  makers  of  raw  celluloid  have  closed  their  depots  in 
the  towns  where  the  material  is  made  up  into  finished  goods, 
and  considerable  distress  has  resulted.  We  also  understand 
that  the  London  celluloid-makers  have  considerably  reduced 
their  number  of  hands  in  consequence  of  their  having  no 
raw  material.  Without  camphor  there  is  likely  to  be  no 
celluloid,  and  the  present  conditions  threaten  the  very 
foundations  of  the  industry.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
find  a  satisfactory  substitute  for  camphor  but  celluloid  articles 
manufactured  from  the  substitute  have  proved  a  failure. 
The  synthetic  camphor,  which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  M.  0. 


Forster  in  these  pages  a  fortnight  ago,  is  not  yet  a  com- 
mercial article,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  so  long  as  the 
price  of  turpentine  remains  high.  We  understand  that  the 
synthetic  product  cannot  be  placed  on  the  market  unless 
a  price  of  about  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  pound  is  ensured 
for  it,  which  means  that  it  may  be  left  out  of  the  reckoning 
altogether.  Immediate  supplies  of  camphor  are  wanted 
and  wo  can  only  look  for  them  from  Japan,  which  has  kept 
the  market  bare  of  the  crude  product  since  last  June. 
The  distributors  on  this  side  are  not  sanguine  of  fresh 
imports  much  before  June,  and  sound  outside  opinion  is 
that  none  can  be  shipped  from  the  East  before  April, 
and  it  is  d  fficult  to  overlook  the  fact  that  camphor  is  as 
good  as  gold  to  the  Japanese,  and  whether  the  hope  of 
early  cessation  of  hostilities  or  continuance  to  the  bitter 
end  is  the  fate,  camphor  is  worth  holding. 


English  Dispensing  on  the  Continent. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  during  a  discussion  on  the 
metric  system  in  the  House  of  Lords,  gave  as  an  illustration 
of  the  dangers  of  the  English  system  of  weights  an  anecdote 
about  a  friend  of  his  whose  prescription  was  wrongly  dis- 
pensed at  a  continental  pharmacy  through  the  apothecary 
getting  mixed  up  between  grains  and  grams.  His  Lordship's 
argument  provides  an  obvious  answer  to  those  who  object  to 
the  compulsory  adoption  of  the  metric  system,  but  it  serves 
to  call  attention  to  the  dangers  which  tourists  run  in 
entrusting  prescriptions  to  continental  pharmacists  imper- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  English  usage  in  dispensing 
The  subject  is  at  the  present  time  being  discussed  in  the 
English  Press  in  Paris.  A  Monte  Carlo  doctor  complains  of 
the  almost  universal  practice  of  chemists  advertising  them- 
selves as  English  chemists  without,  in  a  great  many  cases, 
the  least  justification.  Unless  a  qualified  English  assistant 
is  employed  or  the  proprietor  of  the  pharmacy  has  exceptional 
knowledge  of  international  dispensing,  accidents  more  or  less 
serious  are  liable  to  happen.  The  danger  is  a  real  one,  and 
many  are  the  instances  of  cases  of  poisoning  or  of  narrow 
risks  that  could  be  cited  in  Paris  and  on  the  Riviera  alone. 
The  question  is,  what  is  the  remedy?  It  would  be  idle  to 
say  that  the  danger  is  ignored  by  French  pharmacists,  for 
the  fact  that  so  many  of  them  in  Paris,  on  the  Riviera,  at  Pau, 
and  elsewhere,  engage  assistants  for  the  season  is  a  proof  to 
the  contrary.  It  is  evident  that  they  would  not  incur  such  a 
heavy  expense  if  they  did  not  know  there  is  a  very  excellent 
reason  for  it.  On  the  other  hand,  little  or  no  assistance  can 
be  expected  from  the  French  State  or  pharmaceutical 
authorities  in  the  matter  of  the  spread  of  genuine  pharmacy 
in  France.  The  principal  source  of  safety  lies  in  the  psr- 
spicuity  of  the  patients  themselves  in  having  their  pre- 
scriptions made  up  only  by  qualified  English  dispensers  when 
abroad,  and  in  the  vigilant  care  of  doctors  in  cautioning 
their  patients.  In  places  where  there  are  no  English  dis- 
pensing chemists,  medicine  can  always  be  procured  by  post 
from  a  town  more  or  less  near  with  but  little  difficulty. 

Cancer=treatment. 

In  the  "Lancet"  of  last  week  there  is  an  instructive 
article  by  Dr.  G.  Cooke  Adams  on  cancer-treatment  in  which 
good  results  seem  to  have  followed  prolonged  treatment 
with  a  special  eucalyptus  oil.  The  oil,  which  is  called 
"  muly  ptol "  for  distinction,  is  standardised  to  contain  certain 
proportions  of  those  constituents  which  have  medicinal 
value.  Dr.  Adams  adopts  the  following  treatment  in  cancer. 
After  washing  the  breasts  and  glands  with  a  warm  emulsified 
solution  of  mulyptol,  the  part  is  vaporised  for  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  minutes,  then  dried,  and  covered  with  a  1-4  solution 
of  mulyptol  in  olive  oil.  A  stronger  solution  of  mulyptol  is 
used  at  a  later  stage,  and,  although  progress  may  seem 
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slow,  in  a  couple  of  months  beneficial  results  are  apparent. 
Internally  5-ininitn  doses  of  mulyptol  are  given  every  four 
hours  after  food  for  the  first  week,  gradually  increasing 
to  10-minicn  doses  by  the  end  of  the  second  month.  The 
oil  is  administered  as  an  emulsion  or  in  capsules.  Dr. 
Adams  uses  the  remedy  in  cancer  occurring  in  other  parts  of 
the  body,  and  in  some  cases  uses  hypodermic  injections. 
The  treatment  was  adopted  from  the  belief  that  cancer  is  a 
constitutional  disease  originating  in  the  blood,  eucalyptus 
oil  being  one  of  the  few  known  non-poisonous  internal 
disinfectants.  We  understand  that  the  method  of  treatment 
is  being  extensively  used  in  some  of  the  London  hospitals, 
and  Dr.  Adams's  results  will  doubtless  either  be  confirmed  or 
discredited  at  an  early  date. 

The  Cause  of  Cancer. 

Following  uprm  the  article  in  our  Winter  Number  (C.  D., 
January  30,  page  167)  on  recent  researches  on  cancer,  the 
paper  by  Mr.  James  Arthur  Gibson,  of  Edinburgh,  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  "Westminster  Keview  "  will  be  of 
interest.  Mr.  Gibson,  who  is  a  chemist  and  druggist,  will  be 
remembered  as  an  eloquent  exponent  of  the  open-air  cure  for 
consumptiin,  and  his  theory  regarding  the  causation  of  cancer 
is  worthy  of  close  consideration  by  exponents  of  the  healing 
art,  philanthropists,  and  the  community  generally.  The  failure 
to  cure  cancer  Mr.  Gibson  attributes  to  the  fact  that  the 
work  that  has  to  be  done  for  the  cell-community  ere  the 
retrograde  steps  can  be  reversed  is  so  stupendous,  and  the 
time  and  patience  that  must  be  expended  are  so  great, 
that  no  cancer-investigator   has  yet  made  an  adequate 
attempt  at  cure  in  that  way.    The  origin  and  nature  of 
various  cancer-growths  make  cell-debility  the  only  theory 
that  will  fit  in  with  all  the  known  facts  of  the  disease. 
Cancer,  in  his  view,  is  due  to  a  combination  of  bacterial 
action  and  free-cell  action  and  subsequent  debility,  and  the 
cure-procedure  is  therefore  bound  to  be  cell-vitalisation. 
This  theory  he  argues  logically  and  consistently  throughout. 
He  points  out  that  the  causes  which  bring  about  this  cell- 
debility  require  the  closest  attention.    Statistics  of  cancer 
distribution  indicate  that  where  life  is  lived  closest  to 
Nature  cancer  is  rarest,  and  where  life  is  most  artificially 
lived  it  is  most  prevalent.    Cancer  is  but  a  protest  of  Nature 
against  the  ways  of  civilisation,  and  it  is   one    of  the 
scourges  that  recall  man  to  a  more  natural  existence.    It  is 
due  to  habits  of  life  which  bring  about  a  general  and  per- 
sistent lowering  of  cell-vitality  and  malnutrition  of  the 
whole  system — errors  which  no  knife,   or   medicine,  or 
injection,  or  electrical  appliance  can  rectify.    That  being  so, 
it  is  useless,  he  says,  to  look  for  cancer-causes  in  beer,  or  in 
surrounding  trees  and  water.    Excessive  beer-drinking  may 
of  course  lower  the  vitality  ;  people  living  in  wooded  districts 
and  by  river  valleys  are  frequently  subject  to  cancer,  but  that 
is  due  to  some  detrimental  habit  of  life  induced  by  liviDg  in 
these  parts,  or  to  the  fact  that  some  element  or  vitalising 
force  is  missing.    Kheumatic  diathesis,  deficiency  of  the 
thyroid-gland  product,  meat-eating,   excess    of    salt  or 
deficiency  of  chlorine  in  the  system,  and  other  theories  are 
likewise  disposed  of  by  similar  arguments.    That  cancer  is 
curable  by  natural  means  he  infers  from  inferences  drawn 
fiom  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  surround  that 
and  other  diseases  of  cell-debility.   Mr.  Gibson's  prescription 
is  thus  to  endeavour  to  restore  an  adequate  measure  of 
healthy  cell-energy  by  entering  upon  a  new  period  of 
physical  development.    Exercise,  rest,  fresh  air,  freedom 
from  worry,  a  regulated  life,  nourishing  food,  and  sufficient 
sleep  will  be  the  surest  means  to  that  end.     Baths  to 
increase  healthy   skin-action,   circulation,  and  functional 
activity  are  advocated,  and  the  sore  might,  where  possible, 
be  kept  clean  by  the  use  of  a  non-irritant  antiseptic  lotion 
such  as  that  of  boric  acid. 


pbotoorapbic  Botes. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Cajierist. 

Betail  Catalogues. 
Messrs.  Geo.  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited),  88  and  89  High 
Holborn,  W.C.,  are  again  offering  to  the  trade  copies  of  an 
abridged  price-list  for  circulating  amongst  customers.  The 
list  is  to  be  larger  this  year,  and  the  designs  for  the  cover 
are  new  and  distinctive.  The  charges  run  from  7^-.  6i.  for 
100  to  60s.  for  1,000. 

Fixing  in  Daylight. 
As  soon  as  a  plate  is  developed  it  should  be  well  washed 
in  running  water.  After  this  treatment  daylight  can  be 
admitted  to  the  dark  room  and  the  plate  fixed  in  the  light 
without  fear  of  fog.  If,  however,  the  plate  is  not  washed 
free  from  developer,  fogging  will  result  if  daylight  is  ad- 
mitted. This  is  the  substance  of  a  paper  recently  read 
before  the  Franklin  Institute  and  reported  in  the  "  British 
Journal  of  Photography." 

Anti-splashing  Taps. 
The  "anti-splash  "  nozzle  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
photographer's  work-room.  The  smooth  current  which  flows 
from  a  water-tap  fitted  with  an  "  anti-splash  "is  caused  by  tho. 
elimina'ionof  cross  currents,  and  is  managed,  the  "  Amateur 
Photographer"  points  out,  by  arranging  two  or  three  discs  of 
wire  gauze  inside  the  nozzle.  These  nozzles  are  a  readily 
selling  photographic  sundry,  and  should  be  stocked  in  several 
sizes,  so  as  to  fit  various  taps. 

Affiliation  Lantern-slides. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  th^  Royal  Photographic  Ssciety  of 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  J.  C.  S.  Mummery  presiding,  the  Affiliation 
1903  competition  lantern-slides  were  shown  before  a  large 
number  of  members  and  their  friends.  The  Chairman 
explained  that  the  competition  had  besn  organised  with  a 
view,  not  only  of  seeing  what  the  affiliated  Societies  could 
do  in  the  way  of  lantern-slide  making,  but  also  with  the  idea 
of  forming  a  good  collection  of  slides  which  the  affiliated 
societies  might  borrow  for  exhibition  in  their  own  halls. 
The  number  of  slides  sent  in — namely,  1,500 — far  exceeded 
the  anticipations  of  the  executive.  The  selected  collection 
numbered  ninety-four  slides,  six  of  which  were  awarded  bronze 
plaques. 

To  Benefit  Dealers 
is  the  object  of  a  new  scheme  inaugurated  by  Messrs.  B.  J. 
Edwards  &  Co.  (Limited),  Castlebir  Works,  Ealing  Dean,  W. 
This  company  publish  a  beautifully  produced  price-list  of 
their  plates,  films,  and  sundrie?,  which  is  sent  at  the  rate  of 
several  hundred  a  week  to  those  amateur  photographers  who 
write  for  particulars  of  the  company's  goods.  The  list  is 
illustrated,  and  gives  a  number  of  forrnulre  for  developers, 
&c,  so  that  an  amateur  photographer  receiving  a  copy  is 
likely  to  keep  it  for  reference.  It  is  now  proposed  to  give  at 
the  end  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  dealers  who  stock  the 
Edwards'  specialities,  and  for  that  purpose  photographic 
chemists  are  asked  to  send  their  names  and  addresses  to 
Messrs.  Edwards. 

The  Carbine  Dish. 
Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House,  Farringdon 
Avenue,  E.C.,are  introducing  an  interesting  novelty  in  dishes 
for  developing  films.  The  illustration  shows  the  simplicity 
of  the  idea,  the  film  being  kept  in  the  dev^loping-solution  by 
means  of  two  bars  running  across  the  ends  of  the  dish, 
film  can  thus  be  developed  by  moving  the  length  of  film 


backwards  and  forwards  in  the  developer.  The  film  is 
placed  face  downwards,  and  the  dish  is  suitable  for  any  film 
that  does  not  exceed  3k  inches  in  width.  One  advantage  of 
the  carbine  developing-dish  is  that  an  excessive  quantity  of 
solution  is  not  requ  -tu  find  n  practice  that  4  oz.  Of 
developer  is  sufficient.  The  dish  is  made  of  porcelain  and 
sells  at  2,s.  6i. 
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Xeaal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

Sale  or  Return. — lathe  City  of  London  Court  on  Thursday, 
February  18,  before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  tha  Dr.  Hogyes 
Asbestos  Sock  Company,  67  Aldersga'.e  Street,  E.C.,  sued  Messrs. 
Windle  &  Co.,  chemists,  4-52  Eigware  Road,  for  XI.  16s.  for 
asbestos  socks  supplied.  The  plaintiffs'  representative  said  that 
the  goods  were  ordered  on  sale  or  return  within  a  month  on 
June  25,  1903.  The  goods  went  on  July  3,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
month  it  appeared  that  the  defendants  had  not  sold  any.  The 
defendants  then  suggested  that  they  should  keep  the  socks  a 
little  while  longer.  Witness  told  them  they  would  extend  the 
time  for  another  month.  Subsequently  it  appeared  that  the 
defendants  were  still  not  trying  to  sell  the  goods.  Then  he  said 
the  defendants  had  better  return  the  goods,  or,  if  not,  pay  for 
them.  Several  statements  were  sent.  Mr.  Knight,  the  defendant, 
said  that  the  goods  were  never  ordered  at  all.  They  were  sent  by 
some  man  in  the  coocern,  and  he  did  not  think  the  process  of  the 
Court  ought  to  be  used  in  enforcing  a  claim  at  the  hands  of  "  a 
dumping  German  company."  The  plaintiffs'  man  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  send  the  socks  on  sale  or  return.  Judge  Rentoul,  after 
hearing  both  sides,  said  he  did  not  think  the  plaintiffs  had  made 
out  their  case.  There  was  no  paper  or  writing  to  help  them. 
There  ought  to  be  a  written  order  in  all  those  cises.  The 
Plaintiffs'  Representative  :  He  had  the  goods  exposed  in  his  shop 
for  sale.  The  Defendant:  Never!  Judge  Rentoal:  Don't  talk, 
please.  There  is  nothing  but  to  give  the  goods  back.  The 
Defendant:  He  can  get  them  by  calling  for  them.  Judgment  for 
the  defendant,  with  costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Liquidation  of  the  Scottish  DauG-DEP6r. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  Friday,  February  19, 
intimation  was  made  to  the  Judges  of  the  First  Division 
that  all  the  parties  concerned  in  this  matter  had  come  to 
an  arrangement  under  which  they  asked  their  Lordships  to 
grant  the  petition  for  winding  up  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Court  the  Scottish  Drug-depot,  carrying  on  business 
in  Edinburgh. 

The  petition  was  granted. 

Pebcival  v.  Colgate. 
Before  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen-Eidy  in  the  C'jancery  Division 
on  Friday,  February  19,  Mr.  Sebastian  mentioned  this  action. 
The  plaintiffs  complained  that  the  defendants  were  issuing 
a  showcard  which  was  practically  a  copy  of  the  plaintiffs' 
registered  mirk — two  friars  shaving  one  another.  The 
•defendants  had  agreed  to  make  an  end  of  the  matter.  The 
motion  would  be  taken  as  trial  of  the  action,  the  defendants 
giving  a  perpetual  undertaking  to  discontinue  issuing  the 
placards  complained  of,  and  use  their  best  endeavour,  to 
withdraw  those  already  issued,  and  to  pay  costs. 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited). 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Saturday,  February  20,  Mr. 
Justice  Byrne  had  before  him,  in  the  case  of  the  Saccharin 
Corporation  (Limited)  v.  Hopkinson,  a  motion  for  judgment. 
The  action  was  brought  to  restrain  infringement  by  the 
defendant,  who  carries  on  business  at  Bury,  Lancashire,  of 
plaintiffs'  letters  patent  in  respect  of  one  of  which  a 
certificate  of  validity  had  been  granted.  Mr.  Sinclair,  for  the 
plaintiffs,  said  there  had  been  previous  proceedings  which 
resulted  in  the  defendant  giving  an  undertaking  not  to 
further  infringe.  This  undertaking  had  been  broken,  and 
counsel  gave  particulars  of  the  breaches.  Mr.  Justice  Byrne 
granted  an  injunction  as  asked,  with  an  inquiry  as  to 
damages,  and  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

A  Section  17  Case. 
At  Croydon  Police  C)urt  on  Saturday,  February  20, 
Frederick  Wimble,  19  High  Street,  Mitcham,  described  as  a 
chemist,  but  not  on  the  register,  was  summoned  under 
bection  17  for  selling  prussic  acid  in  a  bottle  without 
distinctly  labelling  the  same,  a  i"i  In  not  making  a  proper 
.entry  in  the  poison-book 


Mr.  Newnham  (for  the  defendant)  said  his  client  admitted 
that  the  poison  came  from  his  shop,  but  he  denied  selling  it. 

A  police-sergeant  stated  that  on  January  29  he  went  to 
defendant's  premises,  known  as  Wimble's  Drug- stores,  and 
told  defendant  that  a  lad  named  Tichner  had  attempted  to 
commit  suicide  with  prussic  acid,  which  it  was  alleged  had 
been  obtained  from  defendant.  The  latter  replied  that 
Tichner  came  to  him  and  asked  for  prussic  acid,  which  he  said 
his  father  required  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  dog  which 
had  had  a  fit.  He  declined  to  serve  him,  but  an  hour  later 
the  youth  came  again  and  repeated  his  request.  He  put 
2,\  dr.  in  one  bottle,  and  the  other  bottle  contained  a,  similar 
amount  of  prussic  acid.  He  instructed  his  assistant  named 
Sherman,  aged  twelve  years,  to  accompany  Tichner  to  his 
home  and  to  hand  the  bottles  to  his  father.  Sherman  soon 
afterwards  returned  and  said  that  when  close  to  his  home 
Tichner  took  the  bottles  from  him  and  said  that  he  would 
return  the  empties  in  the  morning.  After  hearing  this  state- 
ment from  the  defendant  he  (the  sergeant)  asked  him  if  1  e 
were  registered  as  a  chemist,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  not. 
He  further  said  that  he  did  not  keep  any  book  in  which  to 
enter  particulars  of  the  sale  of  poisons.  The  sergeant 
pointed  out  that  his  name  and  address  were  n*t  on  the 
label  nor  the  character  of  the  contents,  and  said  that  he 
should  report  him,  whereupon  defendant  said,  "  I  hope  you 
won't." 

Osborn  Tichner  (19)  give  corroborative  evidence,  stating 
that  he  gave  the  boy-assistant  money  to  get  possession  of 
the  bottles  of  prussic  acid. 

Mr.  Newnham,  on  this  evidence,  submitted  that  inasmuch 
as  there  was  no  sale  he  had  no  case  to  answer. 

The  Magistrates  agreed,  and  dismissed  the  summons. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  the  Halifax  Police  Court  on  February  19,  William  B. 
Woodrow,  herbalist,  38  Hanson  Lane,  Bradford,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which,  according  to 
the  certificate  of  Mr.  W.  Ackroyd,  borough  analyst,  was 
80  per  cent,  below  B.P.  standard  of  strength.  In  cross- 
examination  the  inspector  who  made  the  purchase  admitted 
that  in  October  last  he  called  at  the  defendant's  establish- 
ment and  made  a  like  purchase  for  purposes  of  analysis. 
Defendant  then  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  sell  nothing  but 
what  was  thoroughly  genuine,  and  would  put  the  bottle 
aside  and  sell  no  more  of  it  until  he  had  leas  nt  the  results 
of  the  inspector's  analysis.  Witness  had  not  given  him  the 
results  of  the  analysis,  but  instead  had  called  and  made  a 
second  purchase  on  January  4.  He  could  not  tell  the  result 
of  the  analysis  of  the  October  purchase.  For  the  defence, 
the  volatile  qualities  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  were  explained, 
and  it  was  stated  that  when  purchased  it  was  guaranteed 
to  be  up  to  the  required  standard.  The  Bench,  after  a  loDg 
consultation,  decided  that,  owing  to  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  October  purchase,  the  justice  of  the  case 
would  be  met  by  simply  ordering  defendant  to  pay  the 
costs — 16j. 

At  the  same  court  James  Greenwood,  grocer,  Queen's  Road, 
Halifax,  was  fined  10s.  and  16,>'.  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  which  the  analyst  certified  to  be  likewise  80  per 
cent,  below  the  required  standard.  The  defendant  admitted 
the  facts,  and  said  the  spirit  was  bought  from  Messrs. 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds,  in  June,  1902.  That  firm 
guaranteed  it  to  be  in  a  perfect  state  when  supplied,  and 
their  analyst,  to  whom  a  portion  of  the  quantity  purchased 
by  the  inspector  had  been  sent,  agreed  that  it  was  80  per- 
cent, below  the  standard,  but  said  this  was  the  result  of 
evaporation.  Dr.  Neech,  the  Halifax  medical  officer  of 
health,  said  he  agreed  that  the  deficiency  was  due  to 
evaporation.  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  very  volatile,  and 
ought  to  be  kept  in  small  bottles  with  well-fittiDg  glass 
stoppers  ;  the  stock-bottles  should  be  hermetically  sealed. 


Soap  in  Court. 

At  the  Liverpool  Assizes  on  Saturday,  February  20,  an 
action  was  commenced  in  which  Dr.  Peter  Stuart,  Rodney 
Sireet,  Liverpool,  ch  imed  damages  for  libel,  and  sought  to 
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obtain  an  injunction  against  Messrs.  Joseph  Crosfield  & 
Sons  (Limited),  WarriDgton,  to  restrain  them  from  manu- 
facturing and  selling  as  his  soap,  and  representing  that  it  is 
recommended  by  him,  a  certain  soap  under  the  title  of 
"  Dr.  Peter  Stuart's  Skin-soap."  The  defence  is  that  plaintiff 
had  allowed  them  to  manufacture  and  sell  the  soap  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  they  maintain  that  a  circular  which 
he  complains  of  as  libellous  was  not  libellous.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Kjifjn-iaylor,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  M'Conkey  were  for  plaintiif, 
and  Mr.  Pickf'ord,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Stewart  Brown  for  the 
deftnce. 

According  to  Mr.  Taylor,  defendants  had  since  1897  been 
selling  soap  entitled  Dr.  Peter  Stuart's  skin-soap.  In  1902 
delendants  issued  an  alleged  libellous  circular  stating 
that  many  so-called  skin-soaps  to-day  did  not  justify 
their  name,  but  that  Dr.  Peter  Stuart's  soap,  as  manu- 
factured by  Crosfield  &  Sons  alone,  was  absolutely  pure 
and  neutral.  Counsel  submitted  that  in  effect  purported 
to  be  a  guarantee  by  Dr.  Stuart  of  the  beneficial  character 
of  the  soap  manufactured  by  defendants,  whereas  Dr.  Stuart 
had  given  no  such  guarantee.  Defendants  contended,  he 
said  further,  that  they  had  Dr.  Stuart's  permission  to  manu- 
facture and  advertise  the  soap,  given  verbally  to  a  foreman 
named  Welsley.  This  plaintiff  denied.  Dr.  Stuart  had 
treated  Welsley  for  consumption,  and  some  conversation 
took  place  as  to  the  manufacture  of  a  suitable  skin-soap. 
Welsley  produced  a  soap-tablet  with  Crosfield's  name  on 
one  side  and  Dr.  Stuart's  on  the  other,  but  such  soap,  though 
suitable  for  the  skin,  was  unscented  and  would  not  lather, 
and  was  liable  to  break  up.  Dr.  Stuart  therefore  took  no 
further  notice  of  it,  and  not  until  1897  did  he  hear  of  the 
present  soap,  which  was  a  different  article  altogether  and  not 
gnarantetd  by  him.  Dr.  Stuart  had  rever  received  royalties 
on  the  sale  of  the  soap,  and  counsel  contended  that  the  soap 
was  of  a  kind  calculated  to  injure  Dr.  Stuart's  reputation. 

After  this  statement  evidence  was  called  in  support  of  it, 
and  the  cross-examination  of  Dr.  Stuart  himself  extended 
into  Monday.  He  was  followed  in  the  witness-box  by  his 
brother,  Mr.  Mazzini  Stuart,  and  Mr.  W.  Murray. 

Mr.  Alfred  Smethan,  analytical  chemist,  gave  evidence  as 
to  his  analysis  of  the  soap,  from  which  it  appeared  that  it 
contained  free  caustic  soda,  which  the  witness  inferred 
would  make  it  injurious  to  the  skin.  Dr.  G.  S.  Taylor,  Dr. 
F.  H.  Ba'rendfc,  Dr.  Stevenson,  Dr.  E.  Mahoney,  Dr.  James 
Wilson,  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Hay  ward  deposed  that  the  soap  is  not 
one  which  they  would  recommend  as  a  skin-scap.  The 
plaintiff's  wife  deposed  that  she  wrote  to  the  defendant 
about  a  rojalty  on  the  soap,  and  she  had  done  it  off-hand 
when  her  husband  was  in  America,  without  his  knowledge. 
Other  witnesses  having  been  heard,  the  case  for  the  plaintiff 
was  concluded  on  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Pieklord,  for  the  defence,  then  submitted  that 
practically  the  defendants  said  Dr.  Stuart  had  authorised 
the  use  of  his  name  on  the  soap,  and  if  that  were  true  it  did 
not  give  him  any  cause  of  action  for  him  to  now  say  that 
that  was  anything  he  ought  not  to  have  done.  Counsel 
thought  iha  >  all  the  evidence  went  to  show  that  plaintiff  did 
authorise  the  use  of  his  name  on  the  soap,  and  he  maintained 
that  when  plaintiff  suggested  that  Crosfield's  should  manu- 
facture the  soap  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  that  soap  was 
going  to  be  sold,  and  that  in  subsequent  years  he  knew  it  was 
being  sold.  Referring  to  plaintiff's  evidence  that  his  life  was 
being  made  a  misery  to  him  on  account  of  the  soap,  and  (hat 
the  one  thing  he  wanted  was  to  get  his  name  off  the  soap, 
Mr.  Pickford  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Mazzini  Stuart  and 
plaintiffs  wife  had  both  written  suggesting  that  defendants 
should  pay  plaintiff  a  royalty  for  the  use  of  his  name  on  the 
soap. 

Evidence  was  then  called  for  the  defence.  Mr.  F.  H. 
Tate  (Norman  &  Tate,  Liverpool)  and  Mr.  John  Buchanan, 
chemist  to  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers,  stated  that  by  the  B.P. 
test  there  was  no  free  alkali  in  the  soap,  and  Mr.  F.  H. 
Allen  corroborated.  Testimony  to  the  con-injuiious  nature  of 
the  soap  was  also  given  by  Dr.  Leslie  Roberts,  Mr.  K.  E. 
Maskeli,  Dr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  C.  F.  Hingham,  and  others. 

The  case  was  concluded  on  Wednesday,  when,  after  counsel's 
addrestes,  the  Judge,  after  a  lengthy  summing-up,  put  eight 
questions  before  the  jury,  who  found  as  follows  : 

1.  Did  the  plaintiff  authorise  the  public  use  of  his  name  in 
connection  with  the  soap  manufactured  in  1884  ?— Yes. 


2.  Ia  the  soap  now  being  sold  substantially  the  same  as  that 
manufactured  in  1881  ? — Yes. 

3.  Is  the  soap  now  being  sold  so  deleterious  to  the  skin  that  no> 
competent  skin-specialist  would  recommend  it  ? — No. 

4.  Are  the  words  printed  on  the  soap  and  boxes  a  libel  on 
the  plaintiff  '?— No. 

5.  Are  they  true  ? — Yes. 

6.  Was  the  leaflet  (which  alleged  that  the  soap  was  made  from, 
plaintifl's  "  prescription  ")  a  libel  on  the  plaintiff '? — Yes. 

7.  Was  it  true  ?— No. 

8.  If  either  or  both  are  libels  on  plaintiff,  what  damages  ? — One- 
farthing. 


County  Court  Case. 

Shopfittings  Dispute. 

At  Halifax  County  Court  on  February  17,  Messrs.  Smith  &  Co., 
chemists,  Hipperholme,  were  sued  by  Mr.  A.  Mills,  shopfitter, 
for  19/.  Us.  8:1.,  for  shopfittings  for  their  pharmacy  at  Wyke. 
Plaintiff  said  his  bill  came  to  Zil.  Us.  Qrf.,  but  as  Mr.  Smith 
grumbled  at  the  delay  it  was  reduced  to  20/.  Mr.  Smith 
then  said  the  sum  was  too  much,  and  threatened  to  sue  him 
for  5/.  for  loss  of  trade.  To  avoid  trouble  plaintiff  offered  to 
accept  18/.  Mr.  Smith  said  rtd  canary-wood  was  specified, 
and  stained  pine  was  used  instead,  but  plaintiff  said  the 
substitution  was  at  defendants'  request  in  order  to  secure 
cheapness.  Judgment  was  given  for  plaintiff  for  18/.  12s.  6(h 
and  costs. 


Bankruptcies  auD  failures. 


Be  Walteb  W.  Hopkinson  (trading  as  Slack's  Executors1. 
Doncaster,  Druggist. — A  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  on 
February  23,  when  a  statement  of  accounts  was  presented,. 
ehowing  unsecured  liabilities  2,302/.  and  a  deficiency  of  1,588/. 
An  offer  to  accept  a  composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound,  payable  ia 
two  instalments  at  three  and  six  months,  was  accepted. 

He  Geobge  Richard  Knight,  63  Castle  Road,  Southsea, 
Dealer  in  Photographic  Apparatus.  —  The  first  meeting  of 
creditors  was  held  last  week  at  Portsmouth,  when  the  accounts 
showed  liabilities  778/.  4s.  lid.  and  net  assets  387/.  5.s.  Among; 
the  creditors  are  Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Son,  London  (38/.  14s.  8<Z.) ; 
City  Hale  and  Exchange,  London  (55/.  9s.  3<Z.) ;  P.  Darton  &  Co., 
London  (33/.  17s);  (Jr.  Houghton  &  Sons  (Limited1,  London 
(41/.  14s);  Imperial  Company,  London  (15?.  7s.  2d.);  Kodak 
(Limited),  London  (31/.  2s.  Id )  ;  Marion  &  Co.,  London 
(17/.  15s.  id.)  ;  Thornton,  Pictard  &  Co.,  Mtrinckam 
(1CZ.  16s.  M.) ;  and  C.  Zeiss,  London  (10/.  3s.  2d.). 


Weete  of  Erranaement 


Duncan,  Henry  Eiciiard,  43  Tontine  Street,  Folkestone, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Henry  H.  Coghlan,  16  Deans- 
gate,  Manchester,  accountant.  Dated,  Februaiy  12;  filed, 
February  19.  Liabilities  unsecured,  369/.;  estimated  net 
assets,  Ob'0/.  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  assignment  upon 
trust,  &c,  to  secure  payment  of  debts  in  full  by  four  equal 
instalments  at  three,  six,  nine,  and  twelvo  months  from 
February  14,  1904.    'Ihe  following  are  scheduledas  creditors; 

£   s.  d. 

Butcher  &  Sons,  London   16    0  0 

Harvey  &  Co.,  London    13    0  0 

Houghton  &  Sons  (Limited),  London     ...    25    0  S 
Imperial  Company,  London         ...        ...    18    0  0 

Kodak  Company,  London  ...       ...       ...    12    0  0 

Sanger  &  Co.,  London        ..       ...       ...    25    0  0 

Wilkinson,  J.  F.,  Manchester    11    0  0 

Banktrs' claims   100    0  0 

Pilgrim,  John  Edward,  63  Caledonian  Road,  Leeds,  chemists' 
assistant.  Trustee,  John  F.  Dyson,  5a  Commercial  Buildings, 
Park  Raw,  Leads,  chartered  account  int.  Dated,  Febrmry  2 
filed,  February  9.  Liabilities  unsecured,  110/.  lis.  4iZ.  ;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  30Z.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
c. editors : 

£   s.  d. 

Hirst,  — ,  Leeds   18    0  0 

Pilgrim,  J.  E.,  Liverpool    55    0  0 

Skeates,  Prank,  47  Upton  Lane,  Forest  Gate,  chemist  and 
druggist.    Trustee,  Albert  Willmott,  14  Old  Jewry  Chambers, 
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E.C.,  chartered  accountant.  Dated,  February  16;  filed, 
February  22.  Secured  creditors,  507. ;  liabilities  unsecured, 
3487.  12s.  5c?.;  estimated  net  assets,  108/.  7s.  8(7.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 

£   s.  d, 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  London    ...    10    0  0 

Edwards  Brothers  (London)    12    0  0 

Evans,  Sons,  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited), 

London,   18    0  0 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  London    30    0  0 

Kerfoot,  T.,  &  Co.,  Ashton-under-Lyne  ...    10    0  0 

Lorimer  &  Co.  (Limitej),  London   17    0  0 

Sutton,  W.  &  Co.,  London   24    0  0 

"Wright,   Layman   &   Umney  (Limited), 

London   11    0  0 

Cash  Creditors. 

Harris,  G.  W.,  Canterbury   100    0  0 

Prudential  Assurance  Company,  London  50  0  0 
Sutton,  H.  G.,  Upton  Park   15    0  0 

Vincent,  Frances,  19  Jerdan  Place,  Walham  Green,  and 
7  Radipole  Road,  Fulham,  chemist's  widow.  Trustees,  Percy  F. 
Cogswell,  20  Bedford  Street,  W.C.,  accountant,  and  another. 
Dated,  February  12;  filed,  February  19.  Secured  creditors, 
164/.  8s.  4f7. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  3457.  lis.  4r7.  ;  estimated 
net  assets,  3007.    The  following  are  scktduled  as  creditors: 


£ 

s. 

<7. 

Baiss    Bros.    &    Stevenson  (Limited^, 

London 

31 

0 

0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  Loadon  

17 

0 

0 

Butcher,  — ,  London   

100 

0 

0 

Camwal  (Limited),  London   

19 

0 

0 

Collins,  Mrs.  E.  C,  London   

130 

0 

0 

Kelly, — ,  London 

15 

0 

0 

Mears,  — ,  London  ... 

22 

0 

0 

Vincent,  G.  B.,  London 

16 

0 

0 

Vincent,  P.  W.,  London 

16 

0 

0 

Wright,  B.  T.,  London   

21 

0 

0 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Kershaw,  W.  s.  2.,  and  Johnstone,  C,  under  the  style 
of  Kershaw  &  Johnstone,  Middieton,  Lancashire,  surgeons. 

Xiewis.  F.  2.,  and  Yeoman,  C,  under  the  style  of  Lewis  & 
Yeoman,  St.  Leonard's-on-Sea,  medical  practitioners; 

Jloberrs,  F.,  and  Sennet,  XX.,  Gortoj,  manufacturing 
chemists,  &c. 

Searson,  J.,  and  Ittinter,  Xi.  T.  (under  the  style  of  Searson  & 
Minter),  Brighton  and  Harley  Street,  London,  W.,  physicians 
and  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  b8oo. 

Receiving  Ordefs. 

Hlscock,  Walter  Francis  (carrrying  on  business  as  Hiscock 
Brothers),  Albert  Embankment,  S.E.,  residing  at  Whitstable, 
Kent,  paint,  colour,  and  varnish  manufacturer. 

Thomas,  Thomas  Henry,  late  Birmingham,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Adjudication. 
Cartmell,  Alfred,   Alrewas,  lately    Burton-on-Trent,  both 
Staffordshire,  analytical  chemist. 


flDarrtagcs. 

Davenport— Shelton. — On  February  10,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church,  Laisterdyke,  Bradford,  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Dunne, 
M.A.,  Vicar,  Richard  C.  Davenport,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Bromley,  Kent,  to  Sarah  Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  AOel 
Shelton,  Thornbury,  Bradford. 

,  Davis— Lewis.— On  February  17,  at  Llanrhysted  Church, 
near  Aberystwith,  Richard  Rhys  Davis,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Merthyr  Tydfil,  youngest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Rhys 
Davis,  postmaster,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
Tany-y-Park,  Llanrhysted,  Cardiganshire. 

Gibson — Hennessy.— On  February  17,  at  St.  Andrew's 
Presbyterian  Church,  Blackrock,  co.  Dublin,  by  the  Rev. 
William  Elliott,  M.A.,  Naas,  William  Gibson,  L.P.S.I.,  Bally- 
brack,  fourth  son  of  William  Gibson,  Lisgar,  Bailieborough, 
co.  Cavan,  to  Minnie,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles 
Hennessy,  Canal  Street,  Newry. 


2>eatb0, 


BatemAN. — At  Whitehaven,  .on  February  10,  Mr.  John 
Bateman,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty. 

Edmunds. — At  Rawmarsh,  Yorks,  on  February  19,  sud- 
denly, Mr.  WTilliam  Clarke  Edmunds,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy-four.} 

Fitch. — The  death  took  place  on  February  22,  at  Norwich, 
of  Mr.  John  Fitch,  a  retired  chemist,  at  the  age  or  sixty- 
one.  Mr.  Fitch  was  for  many  years  associated  with  his 
father,  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Fitch,  J. P.,  who  was  Sheriff  of 
the  city  in  1868,  in  a  business  on  Guildhall  Hill  In  due 
course  he  succeeded  to  the  control  of  this  bu>iness,  but 
retired  several  years  ago.  He  had  lived  at  the  Woodlands, 
a  residence  picturesquely  situated  on  the  river  at  Heigham, 
on  the  city  borders.  He  was  in  his  early  days  a  well-known 
athlete  and  sculler,  and  was  often  a  judge  at  local  athletic 
meetings.  He  rendered  excellent  sei  vices  as  an  officer  in 
the  local  Volunteers,  in  which  he  had  attained  the  rank  of 
Major  and  received  the  long-service  decoration. 

Habdin. — At  Montacute,  Somerset,  on  February  14,  Mr. 
Henry  Hardin,  chemist  ai.d  druggist,  Montacute,  aged  sixty- 
six. 

Harrison.— On  February  23,  at  17  Harley  Street,  Hull, 
Minnie  Edith,  the  dearly  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  George  W. 
Harrison  (formerly  a  representative  for  Messrs.  Lofthouse  & 
Saltmer,  manufacturing  chemists,  Hull),  aged  thirty-two. 

Kirkham. — At  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  February  22,  of 
heart-iaiiure,  Mr.  Thomas  Kirkham,  pharmaceutical  chemirt, 
aged  eighty-six.  Mr.  Kirkham  was  the  oldest  tradesman  in 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  having  started  in  business  theie  in  1847. 

Peel. — On  February  10,  at  Thomas  Street,  Armagh,  the 
wife  of  Josiah  Pesl,  druggist. 

Prince. — As  briefly  mentioned  last  week,  Alderman  Arthur 
George  Prince,  chemist  and  druggist,  Longton,  Staffs,  died 
there  on  February  17,  aged  sixty-six  years.  Mr.  Prince  was 
a  native  of  Cotton,  near  Alton.  He  was  apprent  ced  at 
Atherstone,  in  Warwickshire,  and  after  holding  situations  in 
Brighton  and  Ryde,  I.W.,  was  for  four  years  assistant  with 
the  late  Mr.  Gibbons  in  Market  Street,  Manchester.  Forty- 
one  years  ago  he  went  to  Longton,  where  he  was  in  busi- 
ness as  a  chemist  in  Market  Street  until  eight  years  ago, 
when  he  retired,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Mr. 
Roland  Prince,  pharmaceutical  chtmist.  He  had  been  cn 
the  Town  Council  for  twenty-five  years,  was  elected  an 
alderman  in  1880,  and  was  Mayor  of  Longton  in  1881-82.  He 
did  a  great  deal  of  public  work  be.-ides,  and  held  huh  rank 
in  Freemasonry.  He  was  the  senior  Past  Master  of  the 
Eiruscan  Lodge  (546),  a  Past  Prov.  Deacon  of  Staffordshire, 
and  a  P.Z.  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  The  funeral  on 
Saturday  last  was  a  public  one,  the  Town  Couucil,  Corpora- 
tion, Magistrates,  and  principal  officials  attending,  the  pro- 
cession being  headed  by  a  contingent  of  police  uuder 
Superintendent  T.  Oakden.  Rep  esentatives  of  the  Masonic 
body  also  attended,  besides  the  deceased  gentleman's 
relatives  and  immediate  friends. 

Simpson.— At  Stowmarket,  on  February  14,  Mr.  Robert 
George  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-one.  Mr. 
Simpson  had  been  in  business  in  Market  Place  over  '  hirty 
years,  having  succeeded  his  late  father.  During  the  time  the 
business  had  been  under  his  control  he  had  extended  it  con- 
siderably. Mr.  Simpson  was  an  exceedingly  busy  man,  and 
enjoyed  universal  confidence  in  the  town.  He  was  a  generous 
supporter  of  various  organisations  and  charitable  institu- 
tions, and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  poor,  to  whom  he 
was  a  genuine  friend. 

Stovell.— At  Walworth,  on  February  7,  Mr.  Edwin 
Stoveil,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty. 

Turner. — At  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  on  February  21,  Mr. 
Edward  Turner,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty.  Mr. 
Turner  had  carried  on  his  business  up  to  his  death,  and  without 
doubt  had  the  oldest  business  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived 
all  his  life.  He  was,  in  a  sense,  known  to  everybody,  and 
was  universally  respected.  He  was  charitable,  e;1pecialiy  to 
his  own  parish  of  St.  Giles.  Although  often  asked  to  allow 
himself  to  be  put  forward  for  municipal  honours  he  in- 
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variably  declined,  and  was  equally  steadfast  in  his  deter- 
mination not  to  qualify  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The 
clock  over  the  municipal  buildings  was  Mr.  Turner's  gift  to 
celebrate  the  jubilee  of  Queen  Victoria.  He  also  presented 
the  clock  in  the  parish-church  tower  and  made  other  valuable 
gifts  to  the  church. 

Veitch. — At  South  Villa,  Duns,  on  February  19,  Isabella 
Cockburn,  widow  of  the  late  James  Veibch,  chemist. 

Williamson.— At  Coventry,  on  February  10,  Mr.  Thomas 
Umbers  Williamson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty- six. 


Business  Changes, 


A  Pharmacy  has  been  opened  at  3  Electric  Parade, 
Brighton  Road,  Surbiton,  by  Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited). 

Mb.  R.  Y.  Mackenzie,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased, through  the  agency  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Brett,  of  Leicester, 
the  business  of  Mr.  L.  Billington,  of  Cleator  Moor,  Cumber- 
land. 

Mr.  B.  Dexter,  chemist  and  druggist,  93  Wilford  Road, 
Nottingham,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  W.  Southern,  of 
London,  who  was  introduced  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Brett,  cnemists' 
valuer,  Leicester. 

Mr.  Philip  Holmes,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Margate,  has  opened  a  pharmacy  at  327  Brighton  Road,  South 
Croydon.  The  fittings  have  been  tastefully  executed  by 
Messrs.  J.  Bygrave  &  Sons,  289  City  Road,  E.C. 

Messhs.  D.  Morgan  &  Co.  have  purchased  the  business 
carried  on  at  the  corner  of  High  Street  and  Duke  Street, 
Cardiff,  by  Mr.  John  Munday,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  it 
will  be  carried  on  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr. 
David  Morgan. 


£raoe  motes. 


Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  inform  us  that  the 
I9n  "  Photographic  Exposure  Rjcord  "  first  edition,  although 
equal  to  the  total  number  of  all  the  ed  itions  for  1903,  is 
already  sold  out  and  a  second  edition  has  been  printed. 

Herb-farming  — Messrs.  W.  Ransom  &  Sons,  Hitchin, 
have  sent  us  an  eight-paga  pamphlet  on  "  Fower  and  Herb 
Farm  ng  at  Hitchin."  Three  pictures  illustrate  the  garner- 
ing of  lavender,  peppermint,  and  belladonna,  a  concise 
description  of  each  block  being  given. 

The  Al  Menthol  Series  is  added  to  this  week  by 
Messrs.  Shirley  Brothers  (Limited),  Whitecross  Works,  S.E  , 
who  have  brought  out  a  menthol  snuff  at  2s.  a  dozen  (the 
usual  6i  article),  a  3i.  inhaler  (cigarette  style)  in  nickel- 
p'ated  cases  {2s.  per  dozen),  and  particularly  nice  crystallised 
menthol  and  eucalyptus  pastilles  in  3d.  tins,  at  2s. 

The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  have  just  added  to 
their  Stratford  manufacturing  premises  the  extensive 
buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Lea  Valley  Distillery  situated 
on  each  side  of  their  works,  also  a  large  piece  of  vacant 
ground  which  is  to  be  used  for  storage-purposes.  Not  long 
ago  the  company  added  a  good-sized  piece  of  ground  to  their 
Kentish  Town  premises.  They  have  trebled  their  soap- 
boiliDg  plant  in  three  years,  and  are  laying  down  extra 
coppers,  storage-tanks,  glycerine-plant,  and  other  machinery. 

New  Cod-liver  Oil.— Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney  (Limited),  Southwark  Street,  S.E,  inform  us  that 
they  have  received  advices  from  Nor »vay  that  fishing  is  pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily,  and  that  prices  will  probably  be  lower. 
Their  first  shipment  of  1904  Lofoten  oil  has  arrived  in 
London,  and  a  sample  before  us  is  exceptionally  good  as 
regards  appearance,  taste,  and  odour.  Messrs.  Wright, 
Layman  &;  Umney  are  prepared  to  deliver  oil,  also  emulsions 
and  malt  and  oil,  and  other  preparations  made  from  new 
oil.  They  have  four  styles  of  cartons  for  extract  of  ma!t 
and  cod-liver  oil,  and  two  styles  for  emulsions,  and  to 
buyers  of  the  new  oil  they  will  furnish,  on  request,  the 
beautiful  picture  of  "  The  Return  of  the  Fleet." 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  carl 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Abies  and  Ficea. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Xrayser"  quite  grasped  the 
spirit  of  my  previous  correspondence  on  the  above  subject  in 
his  observations  of  January  16  (which  Mr.  Holmes  failed  to 
do).  I  notice  that  Mr.  Holmes,  when  he  leaves  his  familiar 
platform  of  botany  for  that  of  philology,  and  "  chemistry,' 
is  not  quite  so  much  at  home  in  these  subjects.  Take,  for 
instance,  his  reference  to  the  name  oxygen  :  surely  he  cannot 
see  any  analogy  between  this  and  the  names  of  the  two 
genera  originally  referred  to.  Oxygen  may  be  known  by  a 
dozen  different  names  (synonyms),  but  all  these  refer  to  one 
element,  and  to  no  other.  There  is  no  confusion,  and  the 
names  are  easily  grasped  by  any  apt  student.  To  follow  up 
his  argument  in  the  domain  of  chemistry,  you  would  have  to 
take  two  different  bodies,  say  oxygen  and  hydrogen,  which 
would  have  to  be  known  first  by  their  original  names,  and 
alter  a  time  they  would  have  to  be  reversed,  and  hydrogen 
would  be  called  oxygen  and  oxygen  called  hydrogen,  and  at 
a  later  date  these  would  be  again  shifted  back  as  before. 
This  sort  of  thing  chemists  are  not  guilty  of,  they  are  too 
exact ;  and  I  cannot  recall  one  instance  in  chemistry  where 
this  has  occurred.  Or  again,  phenazone  is  also  known  as 
analgesin  and  antipyrin  :  this  is  quite  reasonable  and  in 
some  respects,  perhaps,  convenient,  but  it  would  be  un- 
pardonable to  call  antipyrin  phenacetin,  or  phenacetin  anti- 
pyrin at  various  times.  This  is  exactly  what  has  occurred 
in  the  case  of  the  genera  Abies  and  Picea  These  latter  names 
are  not  synonyms  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  They  have  no 
intrinsic  meaning— i  c.  they  do  not  refer  to  any  special 
structure  of  the  plants  or  to  any  physiological  conformation 
of  either  the  parts  or  the  whole  ;  therefore  cui  bono?  What 
is  gained  by  shifting  these  names  backwards  and  forwards  1 
This  is,  of  course,  the  fault  of  the  dogmatic  and  "  I  am  " 
ass-rtiveness  of  the  various  botanists  who  have  indulged  in 
effecting  the  chaDges  in  the  nomenclature.  I  would  not 
have  troubled  you  again,  but  feeling  myself  responsible  for 
introducing  the  article  and  the  above  title,  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  in  justice  to  myself  as  well  as  others,  to  point  out  the 
illogical  inaccuracies  of  Mr.  Holmes's  letter  in  your  issue  of 
February  6.  Yours  faithfully, 

Southsea,  February  10.  J.  G.  Sangster.  , 

Popular  Fallacies. 

Sir, — Some  time  ago,  when  sitting  beside  an  eminent 
Ph  D.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S,  the  question  of  phosphorus-making 
came  up  for  discu  sion.  Thinking  I  might  gain  some  know- 
ledge of  the  modern  method  of  producing  this  element,  I 
said,  "How  much  phosphorus  is  made  electrolytically  1 " 
With  a  knowing  look  my  friend  said,  "  What  do  the  text-books 
say?"  I  recited  verbatim  et  literatim  whit  a  well-known 
manual  says  ;  whereupon  my  friend  remarked,  "  Do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  phosphorus  at  all  made  in  that  way."  He 
gave  no  further  information  ;  indeed,  this  was  enough  to 
stagger  me,  for  I  have  always  understood  that  bone*  and 
vitriol  are  the  staple  articles.  Fleck's  process  is  used  in  a 
modified  form. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Bennett's  timely  paper  in  the  C.  S;  D.  for 
January  30  concerning  the  presence  of  lead  in  ammonium 
carbonate  knocks  on  the  head  yet  another  fallacy  con- 
cerning the  manufacture  of  an  important  chemical.  Our 
manuals  again  misdirect.  They  are,  however,  in  gooi  com- 
pany, for  does  not  "by  authority  "  tell  us  that  it  is  produced 
on  heating  ammcnium  sulphate  or  chloride  with  calcium 
carbonate  ?  It  is  not  now  made  in  this  way,  advantage 
being  taken  of  the  method  adopted  in  the  Brunner-Mond 
process  for  making  sodium  carbonate,  where  carbonic  acid, 
ammonia,  gas,  and  steam  are  brought  together  under  pressure 
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in  leaden  vessels,  dome-like  in  shape,  and  from  one  to  two 
inches  thick.  It  is  notorious  that  ammonia  and  its  salts 
possess  solvent  action  on  lead  and  its  salts,  hence  it  is  not 
improbable  that,  unless  the  ammonium  carbanate  is  sub- 
mitted to  some  resublimation  process  in  vessels  free  from 
lead,  it  would  always  be  found  to  contain  traces  of  this 
objectionable  contaminant. 

Some  time  ago  a  Midland  pharmacist  called  attention  to 
the  presence  of  both  lead  and  copper  in  sal  ammoniac,  and 
no  doubt  this  can  also  be  traced  to  more  up-to-date  methods 
of  production,  for  such  contaminations  seemed  to  be  new, 
and  were  somewhat  sudden  in  their  appearance,  at  any  rate 
in  such  marked  quantities.  Yours  truly, 

Abel  Scholar.  (27/90.) 

Compound  Tincture  of  Benzoin. 

Sir, — The  articles  by  Messrs.  Dowzard  and  Harvey  on 
compound  tincture  of  benzoin  in  your  issue  of  February  20 
are  interesting,  and  the  methods  they  suggest  ingenious,  but 
one  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  rather  misplaced  energy 
to  try  to  perfect  an  empirical  test  which  is,  at  best,  only 
useful  as  an  approximate  measure  of  quality  for  commercial 
purposes.  The  amount  of  extractive  found  in  a  tincture  is 
•no  real  criterion  of  valuj,  but  if  it  falls  much  below  the 
.average  obtained  on  a  number  of  authentic  specimens,  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  doubting  the  quality  of  the  sample 
in  question,  and  making  further  investigations.  The 
■examination  of  a  large  number  of  samples  duriDg  the  past 
few  years  by  Moor  and  Priest's  method  (heating  10  c.c.  for 
two  hours  in  a  water-oven,  temperature  about  99°  C.)  has 
-convinced  me  that  any  sample  of  compound  tincture  of 
benzoin  which  yields  less  than  18  per  cent,  w/v  extractive 
•has  either  been  made  from  inferior  drugs  or  has  not  been 
sufficiently  agitated  during  manufacture.  For  more  exact 
purposes,  it  is  desirable  to  estimate  the  free  and  combined 
aromatic  acids  as  suggested  by  Barclay,  but  the  above  test 
serves  to  discriminate  between  good  and  bad  samples. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  February  22.  H.  Wippbll  Gadd. 

Turpentine-liniment. 

Sir, — The  amount  of  soft  soap  in  the  official  formula  is 
much  greater  than  is  necessary  for  emulsification,  and  since 
the  use  of  an  excess  of  an  alkaline  soap  is  contra- 
indicated  for  delicate  skins,  the  following  formula  is 
indicated  as  being  more  easily  made  and  containing  only 
one-third  of  the  official  quantity  of  soft  soap  : 

Soft  soap    I  oz. 

Distilled  water   5  fl.  oz. 

Camphor       ...       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Oil  of  turpentine   13  fl.  oz. 

Dissolve  the  soap  in  the  water  with  the  aid  of  heat,  and  allow 
to  cool;  dissolve  the  camphor  in  the  oil;  pour  the  cold  soap- 
solution  into  a  pint  bottle  ;  add  1  fl.  oz.  of  the  camphor-solution, 
and  shake.  A  thick  cream  is  tha  immediate  result,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  camphor-solution  may  be  added  in  quantities  of 
1  oz.,  shaking  after  each  addition ;  lastly,  add  enough  distilled  water 
to  make  a  pint. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
Kilburn,  February  23.  Wm.  A.  Knight. 

The  Lats  Mr.  Powell  Williams. 

Sir, — We  notice  that  a  slight  error  has  crept  into  your 
■"  Birmingham  Notes "  of  February  20.  The  late  Mr. 
Powell  Williams  was  never  connected  in  any  way  with  the 
firm  of  Hill,  Evans  &  Co.,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  was 
'founded  in  1830,  before  Mr.  Powell  Williams  was  born. 
Your  correspondent  is  confounding  Mr.  Poweli  Williams 
with  his  father,  who  joined  the  firm  seme  time  after  its 
foundation  and  was  a  member  for  a  few  years. 

Yours  truly, 

Hill,  Evans  &  Co  (Limited). 

The  Vinegar  Work",  Worcester,  February  22. 

Spring  Flowers. 

"  Draba  verna." — With  reference  to  Mr.  Sangster's  note, 
I  may  say  this  plant  was  in  full  flower  in  this  neighbourhood 
on  February  7  this  year.  My  impression  is  that  this  is 
•earlier  than  I  have  ever  seen  it.       Yours,  &c, 

Witney,  February  2).  Henry  GARNETT. 


Sir,— In  further  proof  of  the  mildness  of  the  season,  on 
Christmas  Day  I  picked  Petasites  fragrant  ia  blossom,  and 
Ranunculus  Fiearia  on  January  24,  over  a  week  earlier  than 
your  correspondent ;  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  Draba  verna, 
blossoming  in  the  locality  this  season. 

Southampton,  February  21.  T.  W.  Hazelby. 

Letters  in  Brief. 

The  Customer  who  does  not  Eetuen  really  turned  up  at  a 
City  pharmacy  on  Thursday  of  last  week  for  the  injection  and 
capsules  which  he  had  ordered  a  week  or  two  before,  ■'  I  presume 
this  is  due  to  outside  pressure,"  writes  the  chemist. 

Apprenticeship  to  Chemists.— Disgusted  (44/53)  sends  us  a 
cutting  from  a  Cardiff  paper  to  show  that  a  chemist  there  wants 
an  outdoor  apprentice  (who  has  passed  the  College  of  Preceptors' 
examination  or  its  equivalent).  A  small  progressive  salary  is  to 
be  given.  He  asks  what  we  think  of  this  "  for  making  the  profes- 
sion of  chemist  as  cheap  as  possible."  The  query  comes  to  the 
wrong  man  for  sharing  our  correspondent's  disgust,  the  writer 
having  served  his  apprenticeship  under  thoBe  so-called  novel  con- 
ditions, which  in  some  parts  of  the  country  superseded  the  pre- 
mium method  about  the  middle  of  last  century. 

Woebies  and  Recompenses. — H.  S.  J.  (46/35),  in  the  course  cf 
a  letter,  says :  "  The  poor  chemist  is  made  a  guessing-machine  by 
the  public.  I  have  been  asked  for  2d.  worth  of  '  cightscratch,' 
which  I  served  in  the  form  of  cooling-ointment.  I  was  asked  a 
fortnight  ago  for  Id.  worth  of  1  lumpetre  alos,'  and  last  week  a 
tiny  boy  asked  for  1<#.  worth  of  '  can'c-afford-it  oil.'  I  had  to 
substitute  (?)  camphorated  oil.  I  gain  much  by  the  formulas 
which  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  C.  &  D.  I  have  one  of 
those  gummed-leaved  books,  and,  when  full,  it  will  make  a  really 
good  book  of  '  pharmaceutical  formulas.'  So  I  say,  Speed  on, 
0.  &       and  all  connected  with  it." 


Legal  Queries. 


Labels  to  be  marksd  "Liable  "  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamp-duty  must  be  sent  in  duplicate  and  with  a  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the  marked  ones. 


38/13.  Efail. — The  employment  of  a  schoolboy  for  part  of 
the  day  as  an  errand-boy,  or  otherwise  in  or  about  a  shop, 
obliges  you  to  put  a  Shop-hours  Act  notice  in  the  shop  (see 
C.  $  D.  Diary,  page  28J). 

43/35.  U.  S.  A. — The  Minor  examination  certificate  is,  we 
understand,  accepted  by  the  Califcrnian  Board  of  Pharmacy 
for  registration  as  a  pharmacist  there.  You  will  get  all 
information  on  the  point  from  Professor  Searby,  the  College 
of  Pharmacy,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  who  is  a  Ph.O.  of  Great 
Biitain. 

104/19.  B. — The  possessive  case  per  se  involves  liability 
to  medicine  stamp-duty,  if  the  medicines  are  for  the  human 
body  and  used  as  such  externally  or  internally.  Whether 
"Blank's  kidney-pills,  'Pharmaceutical  Formulas,' No.  25," 
would  be  liable  to  duty  or  not  depends  upon  their  origin. 
If  Blank  adopts  Formula  No.  25  they  would  not  be,  because 
it  is  a  non-secret  remedy,  but  if  they  were  secret  or  liable 
before  the  publication  of  the  formula  their  sale  without  a 
stamp  henceforth  must  be  an  act  of  grace  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

45/44.  Toilet. — None  of  your  labels  is  liable,  as  they 
are  for  toilet-preparations  and  do  not  recommend  the  articles 
for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  disease. 

48/51.  Victory. — In  England  and  Wales  six  months'  notice 
to  quit  must  be  given  to  the  landlord,  and  the  date  for 
quitting  must  be  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  tenancy 
commenced. 

50/42.  Gladys. — The  label  which  you  suggest  contains  a 
sufficient  disclosure.  It  is  for  you,  not  for  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  to  say  whether  that  is  so  or  not,  as  it  is  a  question 
of  fact. 

31/207.  8.  T. — The  label  can  be  made  non-liable  by 
dropping  the  possessive  case  and  the  following  words  : 

Cures  biliousness,  disordered  stomach  and  bowels,  indiges- 
tion, tick  headache,  wind  and  liver  ailments,  toothache,  and 
worms.    Also  good  for  ruptured  people. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques 
tions  of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  oi 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


35/57.  IT.  C.  I.— (1)  Mildew  on  Trees  —When  on  the 
vice,  sulphur  (or,  better,  a  mixture  of  sulphur  and  lime)  is 
dredged  on  the  affected  stems.  In  other  fruit-trees  an 
application  of  Bordeaux  mixture,  or  spray  of  eau  celeste  or 
potassium  sulphide,  is  used.  Bordeaux  Mixture  is  made 
by  dissolving  6  lbs.  of  copper  sulphate  in  25  gals,  of  water, 
and  a  cream  is  made  of  4  lbs.  of  unslaked  lime  in  25  gals, 
of  water,  the  two  solutions  beiDg  finally  mixed.  Eau  Celeste, 
being  clear,  is  better  adapted  for  spraying.  It  is  made  by 
dissolving  5  oz.  of  copper  sulphate  in  1  gal.  of  water,  adding 
3  pints  of  strong  ammonia  and  diluting  to  45  gals,  for  use. 
Potassium  sulphide  is  used  in  the  proportion  of  1  oz.  to 
2|  gals,  of  v/ater.  (2)  Ant-destroyer. — A  mixture  of  either 
arsenic,  Paris  green,  or  London  purple,  with  honey  or  syrup, 
is  the  best  poison  for  ants.  The  coloured  arsenic  salts 
should  be  used,  as  the  poisoned  honey  is  less  liable  to  be 
eaten  in  mistake.  Another  method  of  destroying  ants 
consists  in  "firing  "the  ant-hills  with  benzoline  or  carbon 
bisulphide.  A  hole  is  made  in  the  centre  of  the  ant-hill,  a 
little  of  either  liquid  poured  in,  lighted,  and  covered  with  a 
cloth. 

138/36.    H.  C.  M  —Testing  Dyeing-materials.— Part  XI. 

of  Knecht  and  Rawson's  "Manual  of  Dyeing"  (2  vols., 
C.  Griffin  &  Co.)  is  devoted  to  the  analysis  and  valuation 
of  materials  used  in  dyeing.  Allen's  "  Commercial  Organic 
Analysis,"  Vol.  III.,  Part]  (18> ,  Churchill),  is  mainly  devoted 
to  the  analysis  and  detection  of  dyes  and  colouring-matters. 
You  could  see  these  in  your  city  library  and  judge  which 
would  suit  your  purpose. 

225/38.  Manager.  —  The  Gaiffe's  Cell  we  are  acquainted 
with  is  a  modification  of  Daniells  cell.  The  medical 
variety  contains  zinc  wound  round  with  silver  wire,  covered 
with  silver  chloride,  and  surrounded  by  lajers  of  carbon  and 
manganese  binoxide.  The  carbon  and  manganese  are 
moistened  with  zinc-chloride  solution,  or  the  layers  are 
merely  separated  by  blotting-paper  moistened  with  zinc- 
chloride  solution. 

183/47.  Phoenix. — Making  Induction-coils. — The  fol- 
lowing are  the  books  on  this  subject,  with  date  of  publica- 
tion :  Allsop's  "Induction-coils  and  Coil-making"  (Spon, 
1896);  Wright's  "The  Induction-coil  in  Practical  Work" 
(Macmillan,  1897) ;  Hare's  "  The  Construction  of  Large  In- 
duction-coils "  (Methuen,  1900) ;  Nome's  "Induction-coils: 
How  to  Make,  Use,  and  Repair  "  (Spon,  1901). 

152/39.  Candy. — The  following  are  the  Books  on  Con- 
fectionery and  Chocolate  Making  with  which  we  are 
acquainted  :  Skuse's  "Confectioners'  Handbook  and  Practical 
Guide  to  the  Art  of  Sugar-boiling,"  Is  6i.  (Simpkin,  Mar- 
shall); Zipperer's  "Manufacture  of  Chocolate  and  other 
Cacao  Preparations,"  16s.  (Spon). 


Information  Wanted. 


f5/19.    Makers  of  Jackson's  pulmonic  syrup. 

55/19.    Makers  of  litmus-paper  initialled  "  T.  S.  L." 

55/63.  Name  and  address  of  British  makers  of  rice-paper 
■cachets. 

57/30.  Who  are  the  makers  of  E.  C.  Evans's  cieme 
benzoin  ? 

58/45.  Address  of  maker  of  Dr.  Creager's  anasithc-tic 
pencils. 

50/21.  Who  is  the  London  chemist  fiat  makes  "  Glucose 
of  Papoid  "  1 

58/72.  Who  are  tb.3  maker3  of  Canadol  (extract  of 
petroleum  free  from  bituminous  matter)  ? 


College  notes. 


A  Match  between  Metropolitan  College  and  Westminster 
College  Clubs  was  played  on  Fe  bruary  20  at  Acton,  and  was 
chiefly  remarkable  for  the  heavy  scoring  of  the  "  Metros,"  who 
gained  an  easy  victory  by  15  goals  to  nil. 

Inter-pharmacy  Cup  Football  Competition. — The  post, 
poned  tie  between  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  F.C. 
and  the  "  Square  "  F.C.  was  played  on  February  17,  at  Wormholt 
Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush,  and  produced  a  keen  and  exciting  con- 
test. At  half-time  the  "Metros"  were  leading  by  2  to  1,  but 
cn  changing  ends  they  piajed  much  better  and  won  easily  by 
6  goals  to  2. 

On  February  20  the  postponed  match  Square  v.  Muter  was 
replayed,  in  a  very  strong  wind.  The  ground  was  very  heavy  and 
prevented  fast  play.  The  visitors  started  with  the  Bind,  but  in 
spite  of  this  the  ball  was  soon  at  their  end  of  the  field,  and  a 
goal  was  scored  by  the  home  team  within  ten  minutes  of  the 
start  ;  then  the  scoring  alternated  until  half-time,  when  it  stood 
at  2  all.  On  resumption  of  the  play,  each  side  again  scored, 
and  after  various  vicissitudes  the  match  ended  in  a  draw,  each 
side  scoring  3  goals. 

West  op  Scotland  College  op  Pharmacy. — On  February  17 
the  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  past  ai  d  present  students  of  the 
West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held  in  the  Alexandra 
Hotel,  GlaFgow.  The  company  numbered  sixty,  and  under  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Principal  (Mr.  T.  S.  Birrie)  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  There  was  a  great  array  of  talented  artists, 
Mr.  Peter  Irvine,  Ph.C,  an  old  West  of  Scotland  student,  "  bring- 
ing down  the  house"  with  Ids  recitations  ;  the  other  contributors 
were  Messrs.  Pierce,  Muir,  Johnston,  and  McQuilkin.  During  the 
evening  the  toast  of  "  The  College  "  was  proposed  in  glowing 
terms  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour;  later  on  the  prizes  and  certificates 
gained  during  the  past  session  were  distributed. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy.— On  Shrove  Tuesday  the 
students  of  this  college  had  their  annual  excursion  to  East 
Keswick.  Leaving  the  college  at  10  a.m  ,  a  pleasant  walk  ter- 
minated at  Collmgham  Bridge,  where  pancakes  were  served.  The 
weather  being  unpropitious,  the  football-match  arranged  was 
abandoned,  and  a  whist-drive  substituted.  After  tea  a 
smoking  concert  was  held,  and  the  u  elkin  rang  considerably.  A 
most  enjoyable  day  was  terminated  by  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
Principal  (Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sergeant)  and  vocalists.  On 
March  7  Mr.  Maben  will  lecture  at  the  college  on  "Serums," 
whilst  on  March  10  the  Principal  will  lecture,  at  6.45  p.m.,  on 
"  Applied  Bacteriology."  This  lecture  will  conclude  in  time  for 
the  Leeds  Benevolent- fund  smoker,  and  every  one  interested 
will  be  welcomed. 


Coming  Events, 


Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Taesday,  March  1. 

Wakefield  Chemists'  Association,  White  Horse  Hotel,  at8.15  P.M. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

Wednesday,  March  2. 

Stockport  Chemists'  Association,  Albert  Hall,  at  9  p.m.  Ordinary 
meeting.    (The  social  evening  has  been  postponed.) 

Thursday,  March  3. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W  ,  at  9  p.m.  Lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Vincent 
on  "Birds'  Nests  and  Flowers,"  and  "How  to  Colour 
Lantern-slides." 

North-Mast  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  Blackburn. 
Annual  dinner. 

Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Old  Ship  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  wid  explain  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Great    Yarmouth    Pharmaceutical    Association.  Ordinary 

meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Friday,  March  4. 

Edinburgh  Central  School  of  Pharmacy,  Balmoral  Hotel, 
Princes  Street,  at  8.30  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Tickets  maybe 
had  from  Mr.  J.  Hutcheon,  Hon.  Secretary,  26  Clyde  Street, 
Edinburgh. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
\V.,  at  9  p.m.  Discourse  by  Professor  Wm.  Stirling  of 
"  Breathing  in  L-ving  Things." 

Blackpool  and  Fylcle  Chemists'l Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  at  9  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX. :  February  25. 

THERE  is  a  fair  amount  of  activity  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets,  and,  as  will  be  noted  from  the  table 
below,  the  movements  are  mostly  in  an  upward  direction. 
The  chief  alteration  of  the  week  is  a  substantial  and  totally 
unexpected  advance  in  crude  iodine  and  iodides  which  was 
announced  to-day.  Refined  camphor,  menthol,  and  Japanese 
dementholised  oil  are  all  dearer,  business  having  been  of 
large  extent.  Other  articles  which  have  advanced  include 
carbolic  acid,  chloral  hydrate,  and  hydrastin.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
weak  and  lower,  quinine  is  firmer,  and  star-anioeed  oil  has 
been  in  good  demand  at  advancing  prices.  American  HGH 
oil  of  peppermint  has  been  sold  at  lower  prices,  and  closes 
weak.  Opium  is  dull  of  sale.  The  following  table  shows 
the  principal  charjges  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor 

Bichromates 

Ammonia 

Benzols 

(refined) 

Cantharides 

sulphate 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Chloral 

Quinine 

Pimento 

Oil,  pepper- 

hydrate 

mint  (HGH)! 

Hydrastin 

Iodine  and 

iodides 

Menthol 

Oil,  aniseed 

star 

Oil,  pepper- 

mint (Jap.) 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  February  25: — The  sales  for  the  week  endirg 
Wednesday  amount  to  250  cases  for  the  United  States  at 
from  7s.  to  8s.  per  lb.  f.o.b. 

Hamburg,  February  25: — For  star-aniseed  oil  11m. 
per  kilo,  has  been  paid,  being  dearer.  Hydrastis  is  quoted 
930m.,  and  ergot  330m.  Spanish  wax,  is  lower  at  140m., 
and  forward  delivery  132  m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  February  25 : — Business  here  is  good,  and 
m-iny  articles  show  an  advancing  tendency,  among  them 
being  the  following.  Ergot  has  advanced  to  36c,  menthol 
to  $5  40  per  lb.,  star  aniseed  oil  to  $1.20  per  lb.,  cassia  oil 
to  $75,  refined  camphor  853.  per  lb.,  Japanese  wax  to  153., 
and  carbolic  acid  to  13c.  per  lb.  The  market  is  bare  of 
golden  seal,  buyers  asking  $1.25  per  lb. 

Bergen,  February  24 : — According  to  the  official  statistics 
the  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole  of  Norway  on  the  above 
date  amounted  to  3  359,000,  against  625  000  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1903.  This  has  yielded  1,330  barrels  of 
steam-refined  oil,  compared  with  516  barrels  at  the  same 
time  last  year.  In  1902  the  catch  at  this  date  amounted  to 
2,038,000,  and  yielded  3,164  barrels.  The  above  figures  in 
regard  to  the  present  catch  are  considered  fairly  g>od, 
and  the  market  has  a  weaker  tendency,  best  medicinal 
non- congealing  oil  being  off  ere  d  at  210s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen. 

Cod=liver  Oil. 

A  Chri3tiania  report  dated  Februiry  22  states  that  the  Lcfoten 
cod-fishing  has  not  yet  properly  begun,  owing  partly  to  the  stormy 


and  cold  weather  which  has  prevailed,  and  partly  to  the 
fact  that  the  cod  have  not  appeared  on  the  banks  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  warrant  fishing  on  a  large  scale.  From  the  small 
catches  which  have  so  fj,r  been  made  the  conclusion  may  be 
drawn  that  the  cod  is  in  good  condition  and  the  oil  of  a  good 
quality.  There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  the  fishing 
will  be  so  disastrous  as  last  year,  although  prices  will  of  course 
rule  much  higher  than  under  normal  circumstances.  New  st^am- 
refined  cod-liver  oil  which  has  been  manufactured  up  to  date  has 
been  sold  at  from  240s.  to  250s.  per  barrel. 

Italian  Tartaric  Materials. 

The  following  list  shows  the  export  of  tartaric  materials  from 
the  Italian  Continent  from  October  1,  1902,  to  September  30, 
1903  :  Half-refined  tartar,  to  United  States,  24  tons ;  United 
Kingdom,  142  tons;  Germany,  272i  tons;  Fraice,  85  tons; 
Austria-Hungary,  130  tons.  Vmaccia  argols,  to  United  States, 
927  tons;  United  Kingdom,  890  tons;  Germany,  20  tons-; 
Austria-Hungary,  964-  tons.  Crude  argols,  to  United  State?, 
2,870  tons ;  United  Kingdom,  300  tons ;  Germany,  104  tons ; 
Austria-Hungary,  552  tons.  Wine-lees,  to  United  States, 
100  tons;  United  Kingdom,  150  tons;  Germany,  336  t>rs; 
France,  1,857  tons.  The  value  of  the  above  amounted  to 
469,200?.,  of  which  38,500?.  consisted  of  half-refined  tartar, 
153,500?.  of  vinaccia  argols,  192,900?.  of  crude  argols,  and 
84,300?.  of  wine-lees.  These  figures  show  an  increase  of 
2,183  tons  and  158,700?.  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  1902-03. 

•  Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  Sec,  have  arrived  at  the 
prircipil  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  February  il  to 
£4,  inclusive:  Acid,  acetic  (@  Terneuzen),  213  cbys.  ;  acid, 
carbolic  (@  Rotterdam),  92  cks.;  aniseed  (@  Marseilles),  76; 
barium  chloride  (@  Antwerp),  12;  benzoin  (@  Singapore),  12; 
bleaching-powder  (@  Hamburg),  327  ;  camphor  (@  Hamburg)  4, 
(@  Kobe)  60  cs.,  (@  Havre)  11;  cardamoms,  66;  chamomiles  (© 
Ghent1,  12 ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Rotterdam'  11,  (@  Tarragona)  20, 
(@  Marseilles)  47,  (@  Bordeaux)  167;  cubebs  (@  Singapore),  31  ■; 
cumin-seed  (@  Hamburg),  8;  drugs  (@  New  York)  150,  (@ 
Trieste)  50;  gentian  (@  Marseilles),  23;  ginger  (@  W.C.  Africa), 
141 ;  gum  thus  (@  New  York),  300  bis. ;  honey  (@  Portland,  M.), 
12  cs. ;  iodine  (@  Valparaiso),  97;  lime-juice  (@  Halifax), 
10  puns. ;  menthol  (@  Kobe)  30  cs.  in  tr.,  (@  Hamburg)  20  cs. ; 
nux  vomica  (@  Madras),  400  i;i tr. ;  oil,  camphor  (@  Hamburg), 
10;  oil,  castor  (@  Calcutta)  300  cs  ,  (@  Genoa)  60;  oil,  cod-liver 
(@  Bergen)  49,  (@  Rotterdam)  50,  (@  Aalesund)  107;  oil,  pepper- 
mint (@  New  York),  10;  oils,  essential  (@  New  York),  125  cs  ; 
opium  (@  Sa'onica)  41,  (@  Marseilles)  7  ;  quicksilver  (@  Malaga), 
60- quillaia(@  Valparaiso).  778;  "roots"  @Bahia),  13;  senna  (@ 
Suez),  60;  shellac  (@  Calcutta).  653;  sugar  of  lead  ((©Rotter- 
dam), 14 ;  tartar  (@  Marseilles),  20. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  fairly  good  all-round  demand  in  the  heavy-chemical 
market  for  all  main  products  on  both  home  and  export  account, 
and  values,  with  few  exceptions,  remain  steady  at  unchanged 

^Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  steady,  and  some  mole- 
rate  forward  sales  have  bsen  made.  Caustic  soda  has  been  in 
rather  better  demand,  and  saltcake  the  same.  Ammonia  alkali  in 
good  request.    Soda-crystals  rather  quitter. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  easier,  with  nominal  quotations  as 
follows :  Beckton,  1??.  17s.  6d, ;  Beckton  terms,  12?.  12s.  6d. 
London,  12?.  13s.  9c7. ;  Leith,  12?.  lis.  3d.  to  12?.  12s.  6c?;  and 
Hull,  12?.  lis.  3d. 

Benzols  have  declined  in  value  and  are  quiet,  9  J  per  cent.,  lUrt. 
to  W\d.  per  gal  ,  and  50  per  cent,,  Id.  to  1^1.  per  gal. 

Green  Copperas  is  moving  freely  at  recent  rates.  Best 
Lancashire  makes,  37s.  6c?  to  40s  per  ton,  f.o  b.,  Liverpool ;  and 
Welsh,  lis.  to  12s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in  bulk. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  in  steady  request  at  firmer 
prices.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch  deliveries, 
3c?  per  lb  ,  less  ?i  per  cent.  Glasgow,  with  export  figure  if?,  per 
lb  less  and  net.  Bichromate  of  soda,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  Z\d.  per  lb.,  less  2h  per  cent.  Glasgow  ;  and  export,  2d. 
per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Barium-products.— All-round  demand  continues  well  up  to 
the  average,  and  values  are  maintained.  BUnc  fixe,  pure  pre- 
cipitated sulphate  of  barium,  in  paste  form,  hi.  15s.  to  6?.  5s^  per 
ton  in  8-9-cwt.  caBks.  Chloride  of  barium,  ordinary  refined 
crystals,  5?.  17s.  6<?.  to  6?.  7s.  6c?.  per  ton  ex  Btock  in  large  casks  ; 
and  5?.  12s.  6c?.  to  6?.  2s.  6c?.  per  ton  in  bags.  Mineral  sulphate 
of  barytes,  ground,  in  steady  demand,  at  4Cs.  to  100s.  per  ton, 
according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package.  Sulphide  of  barium, 
crude  calcined,  70  to  75  per  cent.,  4?.  5s.  to  4?.  15s  per  ton  m 
6-7-cwt.  casks  Hydrate  of  barjta,  purest  crystals,  134.  lUs.  to 
14?  per  ton  in  6-7-cwt,  casks.  Nitrate  of  baryta  crystals, 
16?.  10s.  to  17?.  10s.  per  ton;  and  powdered,  16?.  15s.  to  111.  las. 
in  usual  casks. 
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Liverpool  Drug=market. 

Liverpool,  February  24. 
Acid,  Citric. — The  price  of  foreign  is  somewhat  firmer,  at  114(7. 
per  lb.  c.i  f. 

Camphor. — German  refiners  have  again  advanced  their  price 
to  3s.  7f<7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Liverpool. 

.  Canary-seed. — Turkish  has  been  sold  at  6?s.  6(7.  per 
464  lbs. 

Castor  Oil  — Small  sales  on  the  spot  of  good  seconds  Calcutta 
at  2\d.  to  2j\f7.  per  lb.  For  shipment  quotations  remain  un- 
changed.   For  first-pressure  French  2%d.  per  lb.  is  quoted. 

Castor-seed. — Two  hundred  and  fifty  tona  have  been  sold  on 
the  spot  and  for  February-March  shipment  at  9s.  per  cwt. 
'    Ginger  (African). — Arrivals  of  new  are  held  at  27s.  6(7.  per 
cwt.  in  transit. 

.,  Kola. — Three  bags  of  dried  sold  at  auction  at  3^(7.  per  lb. 

Lycopodium. — Hamburg  agents  quote  2s.  5hd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Senega. — Hamburg  agents  quote  3s.  2<7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  For  an 
order  of  one  ton  they  encourage  bids  of  3s.  1(7. 

Turpentine. — There  has  been  an  unexpected  decline  in  price 
to  45s.  3(7.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Carnauba). — Recent  large  arrivals  have  been  sold  at 
prices  ranging  from  105s.  to  110s.  per  cwt.  for  grey;  and  110s.  to 
121s.  for  yellow. 

German  Drug1- market, 

Hamburg,  February  23. 

Business  is  quiet,  and  only  very  few  articles  meet  with  any 
.  interest  from  buyers. 

Antimony  is  very  firm  and  advancing,  at  28m.  per  100  kilos. 
No  offers  from  China  are  obtainable. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  very  firm,  at  800m.  per  100  kilog. 

Cantharides. — Russ.au  is  scarce,  spot  being  held  at  775m. 
per  100  kdos. 

Condurango  is  firmer ;  75m.  per  100  kilos,  asked. 

Caknauba  Wax  is  very  firm,  and  high  prices  are  asked,  grey,  on 
the  spot,  being  quoted  225m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  tending  firmer,  at  320m.  per  1G0  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  steady,  Rio  being  quoted  ll£'m.  and  Cartagena 
10q;m.  per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  advancing ;  spot  is  quoted  41m.  and  forward 
delivery  39m.  per  kiio. 

Senega  is  unchanged,  at  720m.  per  100  kilos. 
.    Wax,  Japanese,  on  the  spot  is  firm,  at  143m.,  and  forward  is 
quiet,  at  138m.  per  100  kilos. 

Woemseed  is  scarce,  at  105m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Castor  his  advanced;  first-pressing,  in  barrels, 
on  the  spot,  is  39m.,  and  forward  39Am.  per  100  kilo3.  Linseed  is 
fluctuating.  Chinese  wood  is  firm  on  the  spot,  at  54m.  per  100 
kilos.    Palm-kernel  is  very  firm,  and  cocoanut  is  advancing. 

Oils,  Essential. — Star-anise  is  firmer,  at  10^m.  to  11m.  per 
kilo.  Peppermint  (HGH)  is  quoted  14m.  to  145m.  per  lb.,  and 
Japanese  is  firmer,  at  14Am.  to  15m.  per  kilo. 


Acid,  Carbolic.— For  prompt  shipment  this  article  is 
Fcarce,  and  for  near  delivery — February,  March,  or  April — 
Id.  to  7J<2.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  39°  to  40=  C.  crystals,  and 
Qd.  to  Q\d.  for  35°  C,  being  dearer.  Crude  has  also  advanced, 
50  per  c  n\  beirg  quoted  Is  M,  to  6:1 ,  60  per  cen'. 
Is.  8:1.  to  Is.  9d,  75  per  cent.  2s.  to  2?.  Id.  per  gallon. 

Aconite. — German  Napelhts  is  rather  scarce  at  38s , 
per  cwt.  spot. 

Agar-agar  is  firm  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  for  No.  1  quality 
and  Is.  6\d.  for  No.  2. 

Aloes — It  is  probable  that  another  100  cases  of  Cape 
■will  be  offered  at  auction  next  week. 

Argol. — At  the  drysaltery  auctions  54-  bags  were  offered 
and  partly  sold  at  53s.  6  7.  per  cwt.  for  fine  white,  fine  52s. 
to  52s  61  ,  pinky  45s.  to  48s.,  grey  47s.  to  60s.,  and  ordinary 
brown  37.s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Bayberry  Bark  remains  scarce  at  9\d.  per  lb.  net  on  the 
spot. 

Belladonna  Root  is  in  fair  demand  at  from  38s.  to  40s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i  f. 

Benzoin.— Some  20  cases  were  sold  immediately  after 
the  auctions  last  week,  including  middling  Sumatra  seconds 
at  67.,  and  ordinary  at  57.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Bismuth  is  very  firm  at  7s.  6i.  per  lb.  for  the  metal.  Car- 
bonate is  8s.  to  8s.  Id. ;  subnitrate.  7s.  3d,  to  7s.  M. ;  oxide, 
10s.  2d.  to  10s.  3:1. ;  citrate,  7s.  to  7s.  Id.  ;  salicylate,  7s.  6d. 
to  7s.  Id.  ■  benzoate,  10s.  2:1.  to  10s.  3d  ;  nitrate  cryst.,  4s.  6i. 


to  4s.  Id.  ■  subchlor.,  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  9d. ;  and  tannate,  4s.  lid. 
to  5s.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — Again  dearer.  On  Friday  last  the  English 
refiners  resolved  to  advance  the  price  of  bells  to  4s.  per  lb., 
and  for  small  lots  4s.  3d.  is  asked.  One  refiner,  however,  who 
has  been  higher  than  the  others  throughout,  now  asks  4s.  6d. 
Second-hand  holders,  however,  are  able  to  shade  these  prices. 
There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  Japanese  refined 
camphor,  and  a  large  business  continues  to  be  done  for  ship- 
ment from  Japan  and  the  United  States.  Refiners  are 
endeavouring  to  fill  their  requirements  through  these  sources, 
and  several  hundred  cases  have  been  sold  for  delivery  from 
March  onwards  to  July,  and  the  prices  paid  include  3s.  4d  c.i.f. 
for  "near  at  hand."  On  the  spot  3s.  5d.  to  3s.  Qd.  has  been 
paid  for  Japanese  tablets,  and  the  market  closes  strong.  As 
already  reported,  the  German  refiners  are  out  of  the  market, 
but  in  second-hands  3s.  2d.  is  quoted  for  bells  for  March 
shipment. 

Cantharides.— Sifted  Russian  are  rather  firmer  at  3s.  %\d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara  SagradA. — There  are  spot  sellers  of  last  year's 
crop  at  87s  6i.  per  cwt.,  and  1901  crop  (practically  three- 
years-old  bark)  92s.  Qd  spot.  Some  five-year-old  bark  has 
been  sold,  it  is  said,  at  100s.  per  cwt. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — Makers  have  advanced  their  prices 
by  3d.  per  )b.,  and  now  quote  3s.  for  crystals  in  jars  for 
2\  cwt.  quantities,  duty  paid.  This  advance  is  owing  to  the 
rise  in  spirit,  and  came  somewhat  as  a  surprise. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
March  3  will  consist  of  7,678  bales  and  667  cases,  weighing 
754  558  kilos,  and  containing  35,713  kilos,  sulphate  of 
quinine.  The  manufacturing  bark  contains  an  average  of 
5  17  per  cent,  against  5  21  per  cent,  for  the  January  auction, 
and  an  average  of  5  3'i  per  cent,  for  the  ten  auctions  held  in 
1903  The  bark-shipments  from  Java  during  Febiuary 
amount  to  1,050,000  Amsterdam  lbs. 

Cocaine  is  firm  on  the  basis  of  lis.  91.  per  oz.  for 
hydrochloride. 

Euonymus  Bark  is  scarce  at  from  9^d.  to  9%d.  per  lb.  net 
on  the  spot. 

Ergot. — Holders  on  the  spot  ask  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
Spanish. 

Galls. — Good  blue  Persian  have  been  sold  at  57s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — Small  sales  of  good  Siam  pipe  have  been 
made  since  auctions  at  157.  per  c<vt. 

Gentian, — Good  whole  root  is  quoted  19s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Golden  Seal.— From  Hamburg  an  offer  of  4s.  3:1.  per  lb., 
c  i.f .,  has  been  made,  but  it  is  possible  to  buy  on  the  spot  at 
4s.  3d.  net,  as  the  principal  first-hand  holder  is  determined 
to  meet  competition. 

Honey. — Finest  white  Italian  is  quoted  at  from  36s.  Qd.  to 
37s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Hydrastine. — The  advance  in  the  price  of  golden  seal 
(Hydrastis  canadensis)  has  compelled  makers  to  raise  the 
price  by  abuut  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  per  oz.  One-oz.  lots  are  qnoted 
21s.,  and  less  than  1  oz.  22s.  Qd.  per  oz.  Hydrastine  Mar. 
has  advanced  6:1.  per  gramme  to  4s.,  and  J-oz.  lots  to  3s.  6d. 
per  gram  me. 

Insect-floavers.  —  There  is  a  fair  demand,  closed, 
flowers  being  offered  at  from  85s.  to  95s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
terms. 

Iodides. — A  startling  and  unexpected  advance  of  \\&. 
per  oz.  or  25  per  cent,  took  place  in  crude  iodine  late  on 
Wednesday,  but  it  was  not  generally  known  until  to-day. 
The  chief  came  contributing  to  the  advance  is  the  fact  that 
the  Scotch  "  outsider  "  has  been  brought  into  the  ring.  The 
following  are  now  the  revised  quotations,  the  figures  in 
brackets  being  the  amount  of  advance :  Resublimed 
iodine  (2s.  3d),  12s.  3d.  ;  iodoform  (2s.  5d.),  14s.  Id.; 
potassium  iodide  (2s.),  10s.  9:1.  ;  sodium  iodide  (2s.  3d.) 
12s.  Id.  per  lb.  These  are  makers'  prices  for  the  smallest 
wholesale  quantities. 

Isinglass. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  about  900  packages 
were  catalogued,  of  which  a  moderate  quantity  sold,  the 
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demand  being  rather  slow.  Brazil  sold  steadily,  and  West 
India  was  full  up.  Saigon  leaf  was  fully  steady,  but  long 
neglected  and  rather  easier.  Penang  leaf  and  tongue  were 
steady,  best  puse  easier,  and  others  unaltered. 

Menthol. — The  market  is  deare",  with  a  good  business  at 
18s.  to  18  <. 6(2.  per  l~>.spot  for  Kobayashi,  and  other  brands  have 
been  sold  at  17s  to  17s.  6i.  spot.  Early  in  the  week  Kobayashi 
sold  at  16s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  January-February 
shipment,  but  on  Wednesday  prices  to  arrive  advanced  6:1.  to 
9d.,  fair  sales  being  made  of  this  brand  at  17s.  to  17s.  3d., 
c.i.f ,  and  other  brands  at  17s ,  c.i.f.  The  market  closes 
strong. 

Myrrh. — Small  sales  of  good  Aden  sorts  have  been  made 
at  90s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — There  is  more  disposition  to  buy  this 
week,  and  a.  few  small  sales  of  new  Norwegian  oil  have  been 
made  for  March  delivery.  Some  agents  are  offering  at  from 
215s.  to  225s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  but  up  to  250s.  is  asked  for 
leading  brands.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
March  20  that  the  fishing  during  the  past  week  has  been 
favoured  by  calm  weather,  but  in  no  place  does  it  look 
especially  promising.  The  quality  is  declining  both  in 
regard-to  the  weight  of  the  cod  and  the  fatness  of  the  livers. 
Buyers  generally  maintain  their  reserved  attitude,  wishing  to 
see  the  first  results  of  the  fishing  all  over  the  coast,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  market  is  perhaps  a  shade  weaker.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  163^  barrels,  against 
434-  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Wood. — Chinese  is  steady  at  ZQs.  6:1.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot. 

Oils,  Essential.  —  The  market  for  American  HGH 
Peppermint  oil  is  easier  in  certain  quarters,  owing  to  the 
tacti  s  of  one  or  two  wea:<  sellers,  who  are  anxious  to  realise 
some  of  their  holdings  ;  13s.  9:1.  was  accepted  early  in  the 
week,  but  subsequently  over  100  cases  were  sold  at  13s.  61. 
On  the  other  hand,  bulk  oil  remains  very  firm,  especially  in 
the  United  States,  where  prices  are  Is.  to  Is  3i.  above  the 
parity  of  London  prices.  The  stock  there  is  well  con- 
centrated, and  holders  ask  the  equivalent  of  $2.75  to  $3. 
In  London  one  holder  asks  lis.  9^.  spot,  net,  and 
another  12?.,  c.i.f.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  has  been 
a  rising  market.  Sp'<t  has  been  sold  in  moderate  quantities 
at  from  6s.  6d.  to  6>\  7^d.  per  lb.  for  Kobayashi,  and  holders 
now  ask  6s.  9d  For  arrival  tear  at  hand  a  large  business 
has  been  d..ne  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  3^.,  c.i.f.,  for  seccnd-hand 
parcels.  Prices  from  Japan  come  considerably  higher — v  z. 
7s.  9d  ,  c.i.\  Lemongrass  oil  is  steady  at  3d.  per  cz.  on  the 
spot,  and  Citronella  oil  keeps  firm  at  from  Is.  2d  to  Is.  3d 
per  lb.  spot.  Double  -  rectified  Juniper- berry  oil  is 
offered  at  3s.  6i.,  and  single-rectified  at  from  2s.  <\\d. 
to  2<  6d.  per  lb.  Lemon  oil  is  quoted  at  from  2*.  to 
2s.  3d.,  and  Bergamot  oil  at  7s.  61.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
Star  Aniseed  oil  is  dearer,  owing  to  a  better  consumptive 
demand  and  the  scarcity  of  Kussian  aniseed  oil.  On  the 
spot  up  to  5s.  to  5s.  31.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  in  several 
directions,  and  the  tone  on  Wednesday  was  exceedingly 
strong.    For  shipment  4s.  lid.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Olibanum. — Good  drop  has  been  sold  at  43;.  psr  cwt. 

Opium  — The  London  market  remains  dull,  with  a  few 
sales  of  Smyrna  druggists'  and  manufacturing  descriptions 
at  recent  rates.  Persian  is  unchanged,  with  small  sa'es  of 
good  testing  quality  at  from  12s.  to  12s.  3d.  per  lb.  spot. 

Smyrna,  February  12. — The  market  is  weak,  with  great  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  holders  to  make  progress.  The  sales  this  week 
amount  to  45  cases,  of  which  40  were  old  selected  Karahissar  for 
the  United  States,  and  5  current  talequale  and  Karahissar  for  the 
Continent.  The  weather  is  now  favourable  for  the  poppy  planta- 
tions. The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,725  cases, 
against  4,801  cases.  To  this  1,725  cases  may  be  added  the 
arrivals  in  Constantinople  1,084  cases,  in  Saloniea  760  cases  ;  and 
adding  about  500  cases  (the  estimated  amount  available  in  the 
inteno  ),  this  brings  the  amount  to  4,069  cases  in  all,  which 
represents  the  crop  of  last  year.  Another  correspondent  wiites 
on  February  12  that  during  the  past  fortnight  the  market  has 
remained  unaltered,  the  sales  amounting  to  114  cases  Karahissar 
end  Yerli  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  from  8s.  Id.  to  9s.  per  lb.,  c  i.f. 
The  reports  from  the  producing  countries  are  less  pessimistic, 
although,  as  usual,  they  are  contradictory. 

Constantinople,  February  20.— A  record  winter  as  regards 
mildness  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  opium  plants  appear  to 


have  benefited  by  the  balmy  weather.  Appearances,  however,  are 
too  often  deceptive,  and  we  fear  this  will  be  the  case  this  year. 
The  plants  are  too  forward  and  advanced,  and  it  will  probably  be 
a  case  of  too  much  straw  and  an  insufficient  quantity  of  juice  or 
milk.  Extremes  of  temperature  either  way  are  not  conducive  to 
good  results,  and  those  who  expect  a  very  large  yield  as  a  result 
of  the  abnormal  weather  will,  without  doubt,  be  disappointed. 
The  market  is  steady  outwardly,  but  there  is  an  undercurrent  of 
weakness,  which  must  tell  ere  long  on  prices.  The  week's  sales 
amount  to  24  cases  "druggists'  "  at  7s.  Id.  per  lb.,  13  cases  Kara- 
hissars  at  7s.  9d ,  8  cases  Balukissars  at  8s  ,  and  5  cases  sof  t 
shipping  at  8s.  lid.  per  lb.,  f  o  b.  Constantinople. 

ORRIS. — There  is  rather  more  demand  for  picked  Florentine 
orris,  good  picked  of  which  are  obtainable  at  24s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Quinine. — After  making  small  sales  at  Is  per  oz.,  the  Bruns- 
wick factory  has  advanced  prices  to  Is.  0^d.,  now  quotirgr 
the  same  price  as  B  .&  S.  Zimmer's  brand  is  still  obtainable 
at  Is.  In  second-hands  sales  of  German  in  bulk  have  been 
made  at  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  for  March,  and  for  May  sellers  ask 
Is.  0^d.  The  market  closes  quiet,  with  sellers  of  spot  at  ll^d. 

Salicylates. — Although  there  is  no  ac:ual  change  in 
prices,  the  tendency  of  the  market  is  perhaps  firmer  than  it 
was,  owing  to  the  war  and  to  the  fact  that  carbolic  acid  has 
advanced;  but  it  will  still  require  a  substantial  rise  in  the 
latter  article  bsfore  much  impression  can  be  made  on 
salicylates.  It  may  be  remembered  that  during  the  South 
African  war  prices  advanced  Zd.  to  3d.  per  lb.,  but  at  that 
time  carbolic  acid  stood  at  about  Is.  It  is  reported  that  one 
maker  has  refused  to  make  contracts  for  forward  delivery  at 
present  prices.  The  quotations  for  small  wholesale  lots  are 
on  the  basis  of  ll^d.  for  acid  powder  and  Is.  3d.  for  soda 
powder. 

Shellac. — A  quiet  steady  trade  is  being  done  on  the  spot, 
ordinary  to  fair  second  orange  TN  selling  at  from  192s.  6d. 
to  203s.  per  cwt.  Good  and  fine  orange  marks  continue  very 
scarce  on  the  spot.  The  speculative  market  has  undergone 
little  change,  the  tone  being  quiet.  March  and  May  are  still 
the  favourite  positions,  and  several  hundred  cases  of  TN  have 
changed  hinds  at  between  196s.  and  193s.  for  the  former,  and 
185s.  to  187s.  for  the  latter  position,  the  market  closing  at 
the  higher  figures  on  Wednesday. 

Soy  remains  firm  at  from  Is.  3d.  to  2s.  per  gal.,  the  latter 
price  being  asked  for  extra  thick. 

Spices. — At  auction  200  barrels  of  Jamaica  new  crop  were 
offered,  and  thirty  sold  at  35s.  for  small  dark,  and  43s.  for 
bold  dullish.  Good  medium  cut  Cochin  was  bought  in  at 
57s.  6d.,  and  good  bold  at  75s.  Fair  washed  rough  Cochin 
was  bought  in  at  from  27s.  to  30s.,  and  good  bold  Calicut  at 
40s.  Japan  limed  was  bought  in  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Pepper  is 
quiet,  fair  Singapore  selling  at  6~d.,  and  fair  Aileppy  at 
b\d. ;  grey  Lampong  sold  without  reserve  at  5%d.  Privately 
the  market  is  quiet  at  6{>r.d.  for  spot  Singapore  and  6~d. 
forward.  Fair  to  good  Singapore  White  Pepper  was  bought 
in  at  9}d.  to  10d.,  fair  Siam  was  bought  in  at  9^d.,  and  fair 
Penang  at  9\d.  Pimento  partly  sold  without  reserve  at  from 
3fi.  to  3\d.,  being  easier.  Fine  bright  red  Japanese  Chillies 
were  bought  in  at  47s.  Cassia  Lignea  :  Chinese  strings  and 
twigs  sold  at  from  16s.  to  18s.  partly  without  reserve.  Cassia 
Vera  was  bought  in  at  25s.  for  Padang  quill  and  broken  and 
quill.  No  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  offered  at  auction.  Privately 
the  market  has  been  fluctuating,  and  is  easier  oa  balance. 
March- May  delivery  has  been  sold  at  from  8^d.  to  8^d.,  and 
June-August  3\d.  to  8|.<Z.  per  lb. 

Turmeric. — Cochin  has  been  sold  at  dearer  rates' 
several  hundred  bags  of  finger  having  been  sold  at  9s.  6d' 
per  cwt.  ;  good  bright  Madras  (Rajapore)  has  also  been  sold 
at  10s.  9i.  spot  in  quantity.  Sellers  of  Bengal  ask  9s.  6d 
to  10s. 

Wild- cherry  Bark  is  firm  at  from  4£i.  to  4J£.  per  lb. 
spot. 

"  Gkound  Nuts  in  tub  West  Indies  "  is  the  title  of  a 
pamphlet  which  has  been  published  by  the  Imperial  Department 
of  Agriculture.  It  gives  detailed  information  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  industry  in  those  islands.  In  a  prefatory  note 
Sir  D.  Morris  observes  that  the  industry  is  full  of  promise,  and 
requires  to  be  taken  up  in  an  enterprising  manner.  Samples  or 
t'ne  nuts  which  were  forwarded  to  London  were  valued  at  1GI.  to 
17  ^.  per  ton. 
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ALMOST  a  year  ago  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.O.,  F.C.S.,  a 
past  president  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
read  to  the  London  Section  an  exhaustive  paper  on  the  ques- 
tion of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes,  a  subject  in 
which  he  has  played  the  part  that  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton 
has  done  in  postal  matters.  On  Monday  evening  of  this 
week  Mr.  Tyrer  again  returned  to  the  charge,  with  much 
fresh  information  and  some  evidence  of  progress.  His 
communication  was  voluminous,  and,  apart  from  the  discus- 
sion which  followed  it,  would  occupy  about  twenty  pages  of 
this  journal.  We  endeavour  in  what  follows  to  give  the  gist 
of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Tyrer  commenced  by  suggesting  that  the  present  is  an 
appropriate  time  to  consider  the  subject  with  relation  to 
furtherance  of  British  industrial  interests,  and  he  paid  a 
tribute  to  Excise  officials  and  experts  for  their  assistance  in 
this  matter.  He  proceeded  to  claim  that  no  progress  can  be 
made  in  the  production  of  many  bodies 

Used  in  Medicine  and  the  Arts 

unless  larger  facilities  are  given  by  the  State,  and  referred 
to  what  has  been  achieved  in  regard  to  medicinal  spirits 
and  perfumery,  upon  which  drawback  amounting  to 
261,375/.  Is.  6d.  was  paid  between  1889  and  March  31,  1902 
(representing  489,076  proof  gals.),  while  in  the  year  which 
ended  on  March  31,  1903,  a  rebate  of  63,137/  was  paid  on 
118,357  proof  gals.  He  also  mentioned  that  the  use  of 
duty-free  spirit  is  not  likely  to  be  granted  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  internal  medicinal  preparations,  and  that  the  German 
concession  in  this  regard  has  been  withdrawn.  He  dealt  a 
little  more  fully  with  pharmaceutical  manufacturers,  indi- 
cating that  those  who  come  under  the  designation  "  manu- 
facturing pharmacists  "  are  as  well  off  in  regard  to  spirit  as 
they  may  expect  to  be,  because  they  have  the  export- 
drawback,  and  can  get  the  privilege  of  manufacturing  in 
bond  as  soon  as  they  give  the  Excise  the  requisite  guarantee. 
He  deprecated  the  objections  to  inspection  by  Inland 
Revenue  officers,  saying  that  it  does  not  give  away  secrets, 
and  proceeded  to  discuss  the 

Denaturing  of  Spirits 

by  other  means  than  methylation,  mentioning,  as  an  instance 
of  the  authorities'  disposition,  that  in  one  manufacture  they 
now  permit  a  spirit  suitably  denatured  to  be  used  in  place 
of  methylated  spirit,  which  was  positively  harmful  to  the 
process  and  gave  a  tint  to  the  British  product  which  pre- 
vented its  extended  sale.  In  this  case  the  manufacturers 
submit,  at  a  cost  of  400?.  a  year,  to  supervision  by  three 
Excise  officers.  No  interference  of  processes  or  limitation 
of  hours  takes  place.  He  also  mentioned  the  Saccharin 
Corporation's  enterprise  in  starting  the  manufacture  of 
saccharin  in  London  under  Excise  supervi?ion,  and  that 
fulminate  of  mercury  is  now  made  with  a  suitably  denatured 
spirit  which  is  not  methylated  spirit.  Mr.  Tyrer  then  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  about  the  production  of  absolute  alcohol  in 
this  country,  and  called  upon  some  British  distiller  to 
undertake  this  work  for  the  credit  of  the  country.  He 
touched  upon  the  differential  duty  of  5d.  on  imported  spirit, 
discussing  Mr.  John  C.  Umney's  remark  that  this  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  compensation  to  distillers,  and,  while  not 
denying  that  it  is  a  suitable  subject  for  inquiry  with  a  view 
to  a  modification  of  the  British  system  of  spirit-production, 
said  this  subject  is  to  be  treated  by  Dr.  Squire  in  a  paper  on 
the  "American  and  English  Distillery  Systems."  After 
referring  to  the  possibilities  of  syndicate  or  combined 
manufacture  under  reasonable  Excise  supervision  in  this 
country,  he  touched  upon  the  agitation  in  the  United  States 
for  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes, 
emphasising  how  serious  it  will  be  for  Great  Britain  if  the 
Act  passes  in  U.S.A.  He  then  approached  the  question  of 
placing 

A  Pro-rata  Duty  upon  Imported  Articles 

in  the  manufacture  of  which 'alcohol  has  been  employed, 
pointing  out  that  the  principle  is  not  a  new  one  to  the 


Customs,  because  already  innumerable  things  are  examined 
in  the  Government  laboratories  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  they  contain  spirit  or  other  dutiable 
products.  He  quoted  figures  from  the  Government  reports 
which  show  that  the  departments  are  well  organised  for 
dealing  with  this  subject,  incidentally  giviog  information 
respecting  the  comparative  price  of  methylated  spirit  in 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  as  well  as  figures  in  respect  to 
the  amount  of  drawback  paid  on  dutiable  articles  and  the 
duty  paid  on  importation  of  chloral  hydrate,  chloroform, 
ethers,  esters,  and  transpannt  soap  manufactured  abroad, 
which  duty  is  imposed  because  alcohol  is  used  in  the 
processes  of  production.  If  the  examination  of  more 
articles  were  relegated  to  the  Government  Chemical  Depart- 
ment, the  work  would  not  be  light  or  easy,  but  facts  and 
figures  were  submitted  to  show  what  it  would  mean  to 
British  manufacturers  if  the  principle  recognised  by  the 
imposition  of  alcohol-equivalent  duty  on  chloral  hydrate, 
transparent  soap,  &c,  were  extended  to  other  chemicals  in 
the  production  of  which  alcohol  is  used.  Mr.  Tyrer's  data 
were  those  collected  by  the  joint  committee  of  the  Society 
and  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  First  there  was  a  table,  compiled  by  Professor 
A.  G.  Green,  of  eleven  imported  dyestuffs,  representing  at 
least  200  tons  annually,  the  pric<  s  ranging  from  Is.  8d.  to  5s. 
per  lb.,  on  which  unpaid  alcohol- equivalent  duty  ranges 
from  21/.  to  75/.  per  100/.  value.  One  of  the  articles 
(rhodamine  6G)  is  20s.  per  lb.,  and  the  unpaid  duty  is  4/. 
per  100/.,  30  tons  being  imported — i.e.,  2,680/.  would  be  the 
duty  on  this  one  article.  Incidentally  gingerin  was 
mentioned.  Then  a  series  of  tables  by  Mr.  P.  L.  Thornton 
were  submitted,  from  which  we  compile  the  following  to 
illustrate  the  enunciated  principle  that  an  article  in  which 
alcohol  has  been  used  should  on  importation  pay  an  equi- 
valent duty  in  order  to  place  on  a  level 

The  Internal  Manufacturer  and  the  Foreign 
Maker. 

Ethyl  and  methyl  alcohols  are  fiscally  the  same,  and  the 
quantities  together  give  the  basis  of  the  duty  suggested  : 


Product 

Import- 

Ethyl 
Alcohol 

Methyl 
Alcohol 

price 
per  lb. 

used  for 

used  for 

1007. 

100?. 

S.  (/. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Antipyriii 

5  6 

339 

163 

Ethyl  chloride 

0  11 

2,182 

Phenacetin 

3  0 

1,389 

Salipyrin 

5_0 

356 

115 

Dermatol 

283 

Salol   

0  10 

460 

Heliotropin   

12  6 

81 

Vanillin 

12  6 

256 

Kryofin 

21  0 

155 

140 

G-uaiacol  carbonate  ... 

11  0 

1,206 

504 

[These  articles  are  made  in  Germany  with  spirit  which  costs  2d. 
per  lb.  there  and  (owing  to  the  duty)  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  here.] 

The  original  table  mentioned  a  large  number  of  dyes,  and 
it  was  supplemented  by  arithmetical  details  and  laboratory 
data.  A  list  of  substances  (medicines  really)  which  have 
ethyl  or  methyl  as  a  necessary  component  was  next  given. 
These  are  : 

Acetal  ...       ...       ...  Ethylidene-di-ethyl-other 

Ethyl  chloride  ...  — 

Ethyl  bromide 

Ethyl  iodide  

Etbyl  formate...       ...  — 

Holocain        ...    -  ...  Para  dioth-oxy-ethenyl-diphellyl-amidino- 
hydrochlorido 

Homoarecolin  Methyl- tetra-hydro-nicotinic-acid 

Mercury  ethyl  chloride  — -  — 

Phenacetin  Para-oxy-etbyl-acetanilide 

Tetra  ethyl  ammonium 

hydroxide    — 

Tetronal   Diethyl-sulphon  diethyl-methane 

Anaisthesin   Ethyl-ester-para-amino-benzoic-acid 

Subcutin        ...       ...  Auicsthesin-para-phenol-sulphonato 

Codethyliuo    — 
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Dionine 

Valyl  

Eupyrin 
Malarin 
Malakin 
Sulphonal 
Sulphaldehyde 
Saliphenin 
Thymacetin  ... 
Urethane 
Bromalin 
Euchinin 
Methyl  chloride 
Methyl  bromide 
Methyl  iodide ... 
Methyl  loretin 

Methyl  urethane 
Methacetin 
Methonal 
Methylal 


Ethyl-morphiae-hydrochloride 

Valeric-acid  -diethyl-amide 

Para  pnenetidine-vanillin-etbyl-carbonate 

Aceto-phenone-phenetidin-citrate 

Salicyl-para-phenetidiu 

Diethyl-sulphon-dimethyl-methane 

Salicyl-para-phenetidin 

E  thy  1-carbamate 

Brom-ethyl-formine 

Qainine-ethyl-carbonic-ester 


Para-methyl-meta-iodo-ortho-oxy  -  quino- 

lin-ana-sulphonic-acid 
Urethylan 

Para-oxy-methyl-acetanilide 
Dimethyl-sulphoni-dimethyl-methaue 
Methylene-dimethyl-ether 

There  are  also  some  substances  in  which  alcohol  is  a  neces- 
sary factor,  though  being  decomposed : 
Chloroform,  iodoform, 

and  bromoform,  when 

not  made  from  acetone. 

Chloral  orthoform    ...  Chloral-amino  -  hydroxy  -  benzoic- methyl- 
ester 

Nirvanin   Diethyl  -  glycocoll  -  para-amino  -  hydroxy  - 

benzoic-methyl-ester 
Eugenol  acetamide  ...  —  — 

Methenyl   Para.-phenetidine 

Hydrochloride   of  di- 
acetic  ester  of  mor- 
phine ...       ...       ...  — 

Diacetyl  morphine  ...  — ■ 
Chloral  ammonia      ...  — ■ 

Chloralamide   — .  — 

Dormiol   Dimethyl-ethyl-carbinol 

Chloral  acetopheuone 
oxime...       ...       ...  — ■ 

Iodoformol    —  — 

Forman   Chloro-methyl-methyl-ether 

Thymyloform   —  — 

Polyformin   Diresorciu-hexamethylin-totramin 

Galloformin   Hexamethylene-tetramin-gallic-acid 

Mercuric  formamide ...  —  — 

Guiaform   Methylene-diguaiacol 

Guaethol   Mono-ethyl-ether  of  guaiacol 

Tannoform   Methylene-ditannin 

Tunnocasin    —  — 

Cetarin   Anhydro-methylene-citrate  of  sodium 

Caffeine  etbylenediamine  and  similar  caffeine  substitution  pro- 
ducts and  derivatives. 

Mr.  Tyrer  completed  the  enumeration  with  the  following 
list  of  substances  who  =e  manufacture  could  be  greatly  ex- 
tended by  means  of  alcohol  undenatured,  or,  if  inevitable, 
suitably  denatured,  and  which  he  added  illustrates  the  real 
need  for  alcohol  in  manufacture  for  solution,  purification,  and 
crystallisation : 

Atropine  Glycerophosphates 
Aconitine  Hydrastin 
Aloin  Hyoscyamine 
Agaraoine  Hydroquinone 
Berberine  ,  Iridin 

Cantharidine  Jalapin 
Conine  Santonin 
Cannabin  Pancreatin 
Cimioifugin  Pilocarpine 
Cocaine  Thymol 
Emetine  Salicylates 
Ergotin  Aldehyde 
Eucaine  Paraldehyde 
Gelsemine  Bromoform 

What  more  convincing  proof  than  these  illustrations  can  be 
given,  he  asked,  of  the  necessity  for  official  inquiry  on  this 
branch  of  the  duty-free  alcohol  subject  1  In  the  next  part 
of  the  paper  Mr.  Tyrer  gave  information  about  how  the  con- 
cession for  the  use  of 

Duty-free  Alcohol  for  Research 
is  working.    He  addressed  letters  to  a  number  of  professors 
on  the  subject,  his  questions  being : 
M  Sow  the  regulations  work  ? 

(6)  Whether  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  use  of  dutyfree 
alcohol  have  answered  your  expectation  ? 


Iodoform 
Ethyl  bromide 
Ethyl  chloride 
Ethyl  iodide 
Pure  caustic 
Oleoresins 
Ethyl  acetate 
Ethyl  butyrate 
Ethyl  formate 
Ethyl  benzoate 
Chloral  hydrate 
Many  alkaloids  and 
fine  chemicals 


(c)  Whether  the  researches  for  which  it  was  mainly  intended 
have  been  of  an  industrial  character  or  tendency,  as  is  stated  to  be 
chiefly  the  case  in  Germany  ? 

(d)  Any  opinion  or  suggestion  for  duty-free  spirit  for  industrial 
use 

The  more  important  replies  were  as  follows  : 

Sir  William  Ramsay :  The  regulations  work  well.  Enable 
work  to  be  done  which  was  formerly  shirked  on  account  of 
expense.  The  researches  have  not  been  of  an  industrial 
character. 

Professor  Armstrong :  All  research  ultimately  leads  to  industrial 
application — hence  the  necessity  for  freedom. 

Professor  M.  M.  Pattison  Muir :  The  alcohol  has  been  used 
entirely  for  organic  research. 

Professor  Dixon :  We  have  not  consciously  aimed  at  any 
industrial  application  of  researches.  We  are  somewhat  astonished 
at  the  fact  that  so  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  pure  alcohol, 
except  from  German  firms. 

Professor  Henderson :  The  permission  has  much  facilitated  our 
work,  whilst  a  considerable  saving  has  been  effected.  The 
researches  we  have  made  with  the  aid  of  duty-free  alcohol  have  not 
had  any  direct  bearing  on  chemical-industry.  Manufacturers  in 
this  country,  as  a  general  rule,  do  not  communicate  any  problems 
they  meet  with  to  those  who  have  time  and  opportunity  for 
investigation.  Manufacturers  in  Germany  make  much  more  use 
of  the  facilities  for  research  afforded  by  the  University  Colleges 
there. 

The  Rest  of  the  Paper 
was  devoted  to  matters  which  are  requisite  for  official  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  but  which  are  not  directly  related 
to  the  main  question.  These  included  particulars  respecting 
the  production  of  potatoes  and  their  utilisation,  in  the  course 
of  which  it  was  mentioned  that  German  distilleries  in  1901-2 
used  3,088,000  tons  of  potatoes  and  32,303  tons  of  molasses. 
In  the  United  Kingdom  1,203,184  acres  are  devoted  to 
potato  culture,  compared  with  Germany's  eight  millions  and 
Russia's  9TGg  millions.  The  United  Kingdom  is  sixth 
in  area,  and  fifth  in  potato-production  (118T45  cwt.,  compared 
with  Germany's  855y5  cwt.).  The  point  of  these  observa- 
tions is  that,  if  our  spirit  laws  or  fiscal  rules  were  altered  so 
that  modern  methods  of  manufacturing  alcohol  were  per- 
mitted in  this  country,  our  agricultural  interests  would  be 
fostered,  and  we  should  be  able  to  produce  spirit  for 
industrial  purposes  cheaper  than  that  now  made  from  grain. 
In  an  earlier  part  of  the  paper  Mr.  Tyrer  went  very  fully 
into  the  fiscal  aspect  of  spirit-production,  especially  the 
considerations  which  led  to  the  principle  of  differential 
import-duty,  in  this  connection  quoting  the  correspondence 
between  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Treasury  last  year  (see  C.  J).,  December  12,  1903, 
page  975),  pointing  out  that  it  was  not  compounded  per- 
fumes, but  synthetic  perfumes,  for  which  the  Manchester 
Chamber  desired  duty-free  spirit,  the  pharmaceutical 
requisites  being  such  things  as  Mr.  Tyrer  mentions  in  the 
lists  we  have  quoted. 

Mr.  Tyrer  concluded  his  summary  of  the  paper  at  nine 
o'clock,  reading  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Dr.  Thorpe, 
who  regretted  his  inability  to  be  present  and  stated  that  the 
subject  is  surrounded  by  departmental  difficulties,  but  the 
Revenue  authorities  are  not  unsympathetic,  and  if  "  we  lay 
our  heads  together  "  some  modus  vivendi  should  be  found  for 
discussion. 

The  meeting  which  Mr.  Tyrer  addressed  was  exceptionally 
representative  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Messrs.  Kenneth  Allen,  Brewis,  D.  Rainy 
Brown,  Burgess,  Thomas  Christy,  J.  W.  Drysdale,  — Dunn, 
G.  B.  Francis,  T.  A.  Henry,  D.Sc,  Bernard  Howard,  David 
Howard,  D.  Lloyd  Howard,  F.  Harwood  Lescher,  H.  Lorenz, 
C.  Lye,  Charles  McCombie,  Sydney  Morgan,  T.  P.  Morson,  F.  B. 
Power,  Ph.D.,  H.  E.  Stevenson,  R.  Taubman,  C.  Umney, 
W.  Watson- Will,  Alfred  White,  and  Edmund  White,  B.Sc. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Walter  F.  Reid,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.)  said 
that  since  the  last  paper  was  read  the  joint  committee  had 
got  some  concessions  and  might  yet  get  a  great  many  more. 
He  regretted  that  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  was  not  able  to  be 
present,  and  he  called  upon  his  father  to  open 

The  Discussion. 
Mr.  Charles  Umney  said  that  he  now  approached  this 
matter  rather  as  an  outsider  since  his  son  had  taken  it  up, 
but  he  well  remembered  how  twelve  years  ago,  when  the 
concession  as  to  drawback  on  tinctures  was  obtained,  Dr. 
James  Bell,  who  preceded  Dr.  Thorpe  as  the  head  of  the 
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Government  laboratories,  had  gone  to  his  company's 
laboratory  and  seen  for  himself  the  conditions  under  which 
tinctures  are  produced,  and  the  losses  involved,  with  the 
result  that  wholesale  druggists  got  at  the  end  of  three 
months  what  they  wanted,  and  much  more.  The  perfumery- 
trade  now  works  in  bond  with  duty-free  alcohol  without 
friction,  although  the  manufacturers  are  not  permitted  to 
recover  alcohol  from  residues.  But  tinctures  and  perfumery  are 
a  small  matter  compared  with  dyes,  which  were  a  great  loss 
to  the  country.  The  Customs  seemed  to  have  shirked 
their  duty  in  regard  to  imported  articles  made  with  spirit, 
and  free  importation  has  been  so  long  established  that  if 
they  were  to  put  on  the  differential  duty  now  they  would 
simply  ruin  certain  classes  of  trade  in  this  country.  The 
same  applies  in  a  measure  to  substances  such  as  antipyrin, 
in  which  alcohol  is  used.  The  conditions  in  Germany  are  so 
favourable  for  such  manufactures  that  he  had  been  depressed 
when  visiting  the  Continent  to  see  the  colossal  works  that 
are  devoted  to  them.  Mr.  Umney  also  referred  to  the 
courtesy  exhibited  towards  the  industries  by  Dr.  Thorpe  and 
Dr.  Bell,  and  said,  amidst  laughter,  that  what  the  manu- 
facturers require  to  do  now  is  to  approach  the  Judas  Iscariot 
of  Somerset  House — that  is,  the  man  who  keeps  the  bag — and 
see  if  he  could  not  concede  some  privilege. 

Mr.  David  Howard,  on  being  asked  to  speak,  said :  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  much  more  to  say  on  this  subject.  It 
was  said  that  Whitfield  never  preached  a  sermon  well  until 
he  had  preached  it  forty  times,  but  then  he  had  an  audience 
who  had  listened  to  him  forty  times.  I  am  afraid  it  is  no 
use  preaching  to  the  House  of  Commons  or  to  those  people 
whom  the  mysterious  ways  of  Providence  have  set  to  govern 
us;  they  would  not  listen  forty  times.  (Laughter.)  The 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  even  know  that 
perfumes  are  made  synthetically,  and  yet  he  was  the 
man  who  was  set  to  govern  us.  (Laughter.)  That  is  the 
curse  of  the  whole  thing;  we  are  ruled  by  a  parcel  of 
politicians  who  care  not  one  rap  for  the  prosperity  of  manu- 
facturers. I  do  not  care  which  side  of  the  House  they  sit 
on,  they  are  all  the  same ;  but  if  they  can  catch  votes  by 
truckling  to  the  mob  they  do  not  care.  It  is  a  good  deal  less 
bother  to  tax  manufactured  articles  than  to  give  manu- 
facturers a  chance,  and  so  the  manufacturer  is  taxed  as  only 
the  Revenue  Act  can  tax  him,  and  rated  as  only  the 
mysterious'  decisions  of  judges  can  rate  him,  and  hampered 
by  a  patent  law  solely  made  in  the  interest  of  foreigners,  de- 
prived of  alcohol  except  at  fabulous  rates,  and,  worst  of  all, 
preached  to  death.  (Great  laughter.)  Sydney  Smith  said 
the  most  terrible  death  he  could  conceive  was  to  be  preached 
to  death  by  wild  curates,  but  it  is  even  worse  to  be  preached 
to  death  by  wild  professors — (much  laughter) — and  that  is 
what  British  manufacturers  are  afflicted  with.  What  they 
want  is  something  like  a  fair  chance.  Their  self-reliance  is 
a  mistake,  because  they  rely  on  the  justice  of  their  rulers ; 
but  they  do  not  get  it.  The  only  thing  for  them  to  do  is 
to  make  themselves  unpleasant  enough  at  the  polls  and  then 
they  will  get  anything  they  like  to  ask  for.  (Laughter.) 
Speaking  seriously,  however,  we  must  keep  on  putting  these 
tremendous  figures  before  our  rulers,  and  a?k  them, "  Will  even 
your  consciences  allow  you  to  go  on  with  this  injustice  ?  In 
the  name  of  common  honesty  are  you  going  to  ruin  English 
manufacturers  by  this  monstrous  system  of  protection  of  the 
foreigner  at  every  turn  1 "  They  have  the  power  of  taxing  all 
these  things :  why  do  they  not  do  it,  except  that  they  dare 
not;  that  is  the  plain  truth.  They  will  wreck  English 
manufactures  because  they  dare,  but  as  for  taxing  these 
goods  [pause]  they  dare  notl  (Applause.) 

When  Mr.  Howard  resumed  his  seat  the  Chairman  said 
they  would  need  to  put  him  in  the  next  deputation  that  they 
sent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Dr.  W.  Stevens  Squire  was  next  called  upon.  At  the 
outset  he  denied,  as  is  sometimes  said,  that  he  holds  a  brief 
for  the  distillers,  who,  he  remarked,  are  quite  unaware  of 
this  agitation  which  has  been  engineered  by  Mr.  Tyrer.  The 
subject  is  wrapped  up  in  all  sorts  of  difficulties  which  have 
grown  from  grey  antiquity.  The  production  of  alcohol,  he 
remarked,  is  not  the  simple  decomposition  of  a  carbohydrate 
into  alcohol  and  carbonic-acid  gas  ;  the  theoretical  amount 
of  alcohol  cannot  therefore  be  obtained,  and  the  attenuation- 
charge  (one  of  the  conditions  of  the  spirit-duty)  is  not  a 
true  check.  In  order  to  work  the  charge  certain  arrange- 
ments have  to  be  made  in  the  distilleries,  including  the 
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locking-up  of  the  wort-vats  when  the  stills  are  in  use,  and 
locking-up  the  stills  when  the  wort- vats  are  not  used.  The 
result  has  been  that  British  distillers  require  stills  twice  as 
big  as  they  need  be,  and  mashing-plant  five  times  as  big  as 
it  need  be.  This  arrangement  has  forced  the  distillers  to 
invest  in  plant  three  times  more  capital  than  is  really 
necessary,  and  they  are  surrounded  by  such  restrictions  that 
the  differential  duty  of  5d.  per  proof  gal.  is  not  the 
equivalent  of  the  expense  that  they  are  put  to.  Conse- 
quently, any  proposals  for  changing  the  fiscal  system  are 
bound  to  hit  the  distillers  at  present  established.  New 
men  starting  under  new  methods  would  require  but  one- 
third  of  the  capital  of  the  old-established  distillers,  and 
would  work  under  more  economic  conditions,  so  that  the 
latter  would  not  submit  to  changes  without  compensa- 
tion. He  reckoned  that  30,000,OOOZ.  is  invested  in  the 
distilling-industry  in  this  country,  and  that  the  dis- 
tillers would  require  from  15,000,0C0Z.  to  20,000,000Z.  com- 
pensation. He  did  not  think  the  British  taxpayer  would 
submit  to  that  so  soon  after  the  Boer  War  and  the  Irish 
purchase.  He  complimented  Mr.  Tyrer  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  persevered  in  this  subject,  and  suggested  that 
chemical- manufacturers  should  go  for  drawback  rather  than 
the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  in  bond,  because  in  the  latter 
case  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would,  metaphorically 
speaking,  stand  over  the  manufacturer  and  watch  what  he 
does  with  every  gallon  of  spirit.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  Excise  would  never  allow  the  use  of  pure  alcohol  for 
manufacturing- purposes. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Helm  (Deputy-Principal  of  the  Government 
Laboratories)  was  the  next  speaker.  He  commenced  by 
referring  to  Mr.  Umney's  remark  as  to  the  use  of  duty-free 
alcohol  for  the  manufacture  of  perfumes,  explaining  that 
this  privilege  is  for  exportation-purposes.  He  suggested 
that  Mr.  Tyrer's  paper  should  be  printed  as  a  pamphlet  and 
circulated  to  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  because 
that  House,  and  not  the  Government  Departments,  is  the 
master  in  this  matter.  He  assured  the  meeting  that  the 
Government  officials  have  the  greatest  sympathy  with  the 
extension  of  the  industrial  uses  of  alcohol  under  the  easiest 
conditions,  and  spoke  with  high  appreciation  of  Dr.  James 
Bell  and  of  his  present  chief  (Dr.  Thomas  Thorpe),  who, 
having  spent  three-quarters  of  his  career  in  circumstances 
wherein  alcohol  is  simply  a  chemical  reagent,  naturally 
sympathises  with  movements  for  regarding  it  as  such  so  far 
as  industry  is  concerned  ;  but  Dr.  Thorpe  could  not  overlook 
the  fact  that  20,000,000Z.  of  revenue  depends  upon  the  spirit- 
duty.  That  is  a  fact,  said  Mr.  Helm,  which  all  Government 
officials  must  keep  in  mind,  but  the  Inland  Revenue  Department 
have  always  endeavoured  to  give  the  greatest  facilities  in  the 
use  of  duty-free  spirit,  yet  they  have  been  met  again  and  again 
with  the  fact  that  there  are  people  in  the  world  who  will  drive 
carriage-and-pair  through  the  most  ingenious  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  1855  a  Methylated-spirit  Act  was  passed.  It  was 
a  general  Act,  but  what  was  the  result  2  Within  six  years 
they  had  to  pass  an  amending  Act,  because  they  found  that 
people  had  been  purifying  the  spirit,  and  the  1861  Act  was 
intended  to  prevent  purification  or  the  addition  of  flavouring- 
agents.  Not  only  had  the  spirit  been  purified,  but  in  the 
North  of  England  they  came  across  such  things  as  Indian 
brandee,  Indian  gindee,  and  Indian  whiskee— (laughter) — 
which  were  made  with  methylated  spirit.  He  mentioned 
another  instance  of  evasion  of  the  law  in  the  case  of  a  large 
North  of  England  chemist  who  distilled  the  spirit  and  used 
it,  and  such  cases  as  these  could  be  multiplied,  so  that  the 
stringency  of  the  law  has  been  justified.  Mr.  Helm  assured 
the  meeting  that  he  had  not  met  with  any  gentleman  inside 
or  outside  Somerset  House  who  does  not  sympathise  with 
Mr.  Tyrer  in  theory.  He  thought  Mr.  Tyrer  had  done  well  in 
emphasising  what  the  Finance  Act  of  1902  says  in  respect  to 
denaturing-agents,  suggesting  that  in  that  direction  manu- 
facturing chemists  should  work.  But  any  reform  should  be 
combined  with  some  method  of  cheapening  methylated 
spirit.  (Applause.)  Manufacturers  might  go  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  ask  him  to  pay  for  the 
methylation,  and  also  ask  that  the  differential  duty  should 
be  g'ven  as  drawback.  There  are  precedents;  for  example, 
in  1860  exporters  of  spirit  went  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  then  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  asked  him  to  give  them  2d. 
more  on  drawback.  Mr.  Gladstone  said  he  could  not  afford 
it,  but  he  would  give  it  if  they  would  pay  Id.  more  per  gal. 
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internal  duty.  That  was  accordingly  done.  Mr.  Helm  felt 
that  the  present-day  Chancellor  would  sympathise,  because 
anything  that  improves  the  trade  of  the  country  increases 
the  consumption  of  potable  spirit.  (Laughter.)  Finally 
he  said  that  manufacturers  have  always  in  this  matter  been 
knocking  at  the  wrong  door.  Somerset  House  is  not  the 
place  to  go  to  :  the  proper  way  is  to  knock  at  the  Ti  easury 
door.  He  mentioned  another  instance  of  the  value  of 
persistence,  although  the  loss  goes  up  to  Is.  Cigar-makers 
had  very  inadequate  drawback — namely,  Id.  per  lb. — 
fixed  in  1863.  Since  that  time  they  have  per- 
sistently and  periodically  appealed  to  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer  to  increase  the  drawback.  Nothing 
had  happened  until  last  year,  when  they  communicated 
with  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  he  heard  all  that  they  had  to  say,  with 
the  result  that  he  thought  there  was  a  case  worthy  inquiry 
and  appointed  a  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Helm  is  a  member. 
That  committee  is  now  completing  its  labours,  and,  "  of 
course,"  said  Mr.  Helm,  "  as  a  member  I  cannot  say  any- 
thing, but — (great  laughter)— I  would  not  be  surprised  if 
something  comes  out  of  it."  Finally,  he  strongly  recommended 
manufacturers  to  approach  the  Treasury  as  a  representative 
body,  either  that  Society  or  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, but  not  individually. 

Dr.  W.  R.  Ormandy,  of  the  Gamble  Institute,  St.  Helens,  \ 
was  next  called  upon,  and  said  that  he  had  come  there  with 
Mr.  Allan  at  the  request  of  Messrs.  Crosfield  to  give  support 
to  Mr.  Tyrer  in  his  endeavours  to  further  the  use  of  duty- ! 
free  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes.  Messrs.  Crosfield  are 
determined  to  bring  the  matter  before  that  portion  of  the 
public  which  Mr.  Tyrer  has  not  addressed,  especially  to 
further  the  use  of  excess  of  spirit  produced  as  a  source  of  j 
motive- power,  for  if  the  automobile-industry  advances  as  it1 
is  doing  at  present  it  will  not  take  long  before  petrol  reaches 
a  prohibitive  price.  He  had  spoken  about  the  matter  to  Mr. 
Boverton  Redwood  that  day,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  in  ' 
two  years  the  price  of  petrol  is  bound  to  go  up,  and  will  then 
go  up  rapidly,  as  America  is  the  only  source  of  supply, 
because  Russian  petroleum  does  not  yield  petrol.  In  these 
foreshadowed  conditions  America  would  not  send  her  petrol 
here,  Germany  and  France  would  use  their  cheap  alcohol, 
and  Britishers  would  either  have  to  use  dear  petrol  or  take 
Mr.  Helm's  suggestion  to  get  the  price  of  denatured  spirit 
reduced.  Germany  does  that ;  by  taking  something  else 
allied  to  it  3,000,000Z.  a  year  is  spent  in  Germany  for  the 
purpose  of  cheapening  denatured  alcohol. 

Dr.  Divers  and  Dr.  Silberrad  then  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  after  them 

Mr.  Nicholson,  speaking  as  a  distiller,  said  that  anything 
which  would  produce  a  larger  consumption  of  spirit  will  have 
the  support  and  assistance  of  distillers.  He  referred  at  some 
length  to  the  disabilities  under  which  distillers  have  to 
work,  and  cautioned  the  meeting  not  to  expect  more  draw- 
back than  3d.  a  gallon,  as  2d.  of  the  5d.  differential  duty  goes 
for  rectifying. 

The  Chairman  then  wound  up  the  discussion,  referring  to 
the  advantages  which  have  been  gained  since  Mr.  Tyrer  took 
up  the  subject.  Speaking  of  the  agitation  in  the  United 
States  to  get  duty-free  alcohol,  the  Chairman  said  if  the  law 
is  passed  it  will  be  "  good-bye  "  to  our  industries  in  which 
alcohol  is  used,  as  Americans  have  cheap  land,  and  that 
means  cheap  alcohol.  He  also  cautioned  the  meeting  as  to 
the  undesirability  of  taxing  imports,  such  as  acetic  ether 
used  in  the  celluloid-industry  and  dyes  used  in  cotton 
products.  If  these  are  made  dearer,  the  manufacturers  will 
be  much  hampered. 

Mr.  Tyrer  then  replied  on  the  whole  discussion,  which  he 
said  had  exceeded  his  expectation  and  would  be  valuable. 
He  considered  that  the  furtherance  of  his  object  is  wholly  a 
matter  of  co-operation.  It  is  not  a  question  of  getting  half 
a  loaf,  but  of  dealing  with  lost  trade  ;  and  to  emphasise  this 
he  quoted  from  an  American  source  some  figures  regarding 
the  increase  in  Germany's  exports  of  synthetic  dyes.  In  1892 
the  production  by  Germany  was  21^  million  pounds,  of  which 
Great  Britain  took  4^  and  U.S.A.  5^  millions.  In  1901 
Germany's  production  was  51  million  pounds,  Great  Britain 
taking  11^  and  U.S.A.  10^.  Why  should  this  be?  It  is 
because  Germany  works  with  alcohol  costing  2d.  per  lb.,  as 
compared  with  ours  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Tyrer  was  then  thanked  for  his  paper,  and  the  meeting 
t  adjourned, 
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Mr.  H.  E.  Stevenson  (Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson, 
Limited)  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  at 
the  last  meeting. 

Me.  Councillor  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P.,  chemist  and 
druggist,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Bailiffs  of  the 
Borough  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Arthur  Hanson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Queens- 
bury,  near  Halifax,  has  resigned  the  subpostmastership  he 
has  held  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Henry  Pechey,  chemist  aDd  druggist,  Yarmouth, 
was  on  February  22  returned  unopposed  as  an  elective 
auditor  for  the  borough. 

On  February  22,  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Plymouth,  Mr. 
C.  J.  Park,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  installed  M.W.S.  of 
the  Huyshe  Chapter  of  Rose  Croix  Masonry. 

Mr.  Richard  Hollick,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Fillong- 
ley,  Wylde  Green,  Aston,  has  been  elected  unopposed  a 
member  of  the  Warwickshire  County  Council. 

This  photograph  is  a  reduction  of  one  by  George  Newnes 
(Limited)  in  this  month's  "Technics"  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden, 
F.R.S.  Professor  Tilden  is  well  known  to  pharmacists.  He 
was  Junior  Bell  Scholar  in  1861,  and  at  the  end  of  his  course 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  took  a  medal  in  chemistry  and 


William  Augustus  Tilden,  D.Sc,  LL.D  ,  Ph.C ,  F.R.S  ,  &c, 
President  of  the  Chemical  Society.: 

pharmacy,  afterwards  becoming  a  demonstrator,  and  doing 
much  for  the  advance  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry  while  in 
that  capacity.  He  became  more  academic  when  he  went  to 
Clifton  College,  and  after  that  was  the  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  Mason  College  before  he  succeeded  Dr.  Thorpe  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Science,  and  he  has  also  filled  the  position  of 
President  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  Dr.  Tilden  has 
published  several  books  on  chemical  subjects  and  contributed 
many  scientific  papers  to  various  societies. 

Mr.  Samuel  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Holywell, 
is  the  Liberal  candidate  for  the  Whitfield  Division  of  Holy- 
well at  the  Flintshire  County  Council  election. 

Mr.  Joseph  J.  Jackson,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Chave  & 
Jackson,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Broad  Street,  Hereford, 
has  been  re-elected  one  of  the  overseers  for  the  parish  of  St. 
John's,  Hereford, 
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Mr.  W.  Austin  Attree,  chemist  and  druggist,  dispenser 
to  the  out-relief  of  the  parish  of  Portsmouth,  presided  at  the 
organ  and  arranged  the  music  for  the  choir  on  the  occasion 
of  King  Edward's  visit  to  the  Royal  Dockyard  Church, 
Portsmouth,  last  Sunday  morning. 

Mr.  Arthur  H.  Spencer  Palmer,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Spencer 
Palmer,  chemist  and  dental  surgeon,  Thornbury,  has  passed 
the  Cambridge  Senior  Examination  with  third-class  honours. 
He  was  a  pupil  at  the  Thornbury  Grammar  School,  and  the 
only  senior  candidate  taking  honours  from  the  Bristol 
Centre. 

Mr.  Thos.  Stokoe,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Clare,  Suffolk, 
who  has  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  local  Fire-brigade  since 
its  formation,  was  on  February  19  presented  by  the  Brigade 
with  a  handsome  inkstand,  on  the  occasion  of  his  resigning 
the  secretaryship.  His  resignation  was  due  to  his  having 
received  another  local  appointment. 

Miss  Agnes  T.  Borrowman,  who  communicated  a  paper 
to  last  week's  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  the  manageress  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Weston's  branch  pharmacy,  1  Victoria  Road,  Runcorn.  Miss 
Borrowman  is  a  thorough  pharmacist,  whose  abilities 
indicate  that  she  will  do  still  further  service  to  the  craft. 


Hesodatton  Ballafcs. 


The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk  ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  ■politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  work — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

VIII. — BRIGHTON. 

When  our  systems  are  jaded  and  lacking  in  tone, 

And  our  nerves  and  our  muscles  unstrung, 
We  trip  it  to  Brighton,  and  breathe  pure  ozone 

Till  we  fill  each  available  lung. 
We  loll  on  the  Front,  promenade  on  the  Pier, 

And  we  list  to  the  music  between, 
And  we  note  the  Pavilion,  to  Fashion  once  dear, 

That  is  built  by  the  gardens  of  Steine. 
(That  Pavilion,  I  ween, 
Many  orgies  has  seen, 

That  abuts  on  the  Gardens  of  Steine.) 

Thus  Pharmacy  takes  a  superior  tone 

In  that  classic  resort,  by  the  sea ; 
Though  the  pharmacists  keep  not  aloof  nor  alone, 

But  are  friendly  as  brethren  should  be. 
They  meet  at  the  homo  of  their  titular  Chief, 

And  they  plunge  into  lengthy  debates 
On  the  things  that  are  practical ;  "  For  our  belief 

Is  in  practice,"  says  Councillor  Yates. 
("  Defying  the  Fates 
And  reducing  the  rates 

Is  our  practice,"  says  Councillor  Yates.) 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  P.A.T.  A 

Are  discoursed  on  by  Gibson  and  Cripps, 
And  the  Glinn  and  the  Ancient  run  down  for  a  day 

To  give  them  the  straightest  of  "  tips." 
Thus  Padwick  and  Savage  and  Robinson  learn 

That  the  way  of  the  Cutter  is  vile ; 
And  with  Williamson,  Ploughwright,  and  Costerton  yearn 

For  a  "  resuscitation  of  Style." 

(But  the  Renegades  smile, 
Undercutting  the  while, 

At  a  "  resuscitation  of  Style.") 

The  hardworking  Blarney,  the  kumorous  Heath, 

The  cashierly  Gwatkin  and  Cook, 
Are  each  firm  and  ready  to  draw  from  its  sheath 

The  sword  to  revenge  the  rebuke 
That  they  or  their  brethren  are  not  of  the  Craft 

That  for  highest  endeavour  do  strive. 
"Just  you  wait,"  said  they,  gently  (and  never  one  laughed), 

"  Till  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  five." 
(And  we  know  they'll  contrive 
To  keep  things  all  alive 

At  the  B.P.C.,  nineteen- naught-five.) 


Grafce^marfcs  HppUeO  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tbe 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  January  20, 1904.) 

"  Coraloids  "  ("Coral"  disclaimed);  for  pilules.  By  A.  E. 
Robinson,  16  Scarisbrick  Street,  Southport.  258,545. 

Device  and  the  word  "  Cyllin  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Jeyes  Sani- 
tary Compounds  Company  (Limited),  64  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 
259,683. 

"  Auxetophone  "  ;  for  scientific  instruments  and  apparatus.  By 
the  Hon.  C.  A.  Parsons,  Heaton  Works,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
259,413. 

"  Riapure  "  and  device;  for  air-purifying  apparatus.  By  G. 
Dubuis,  26  High  Street,  Pimlico,  S.W.  258,887. 

Device  for  "  Carters'  invalid- furniture."  By  E.  J.  Payne,  trading 
as  "  Carters',"  6a  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.  259,056. 

"  Petbomella  "  ("  Petro  "  disclaimed) ;  for  a  food-substance. 
By  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp  (Limited),  31  Hanover  Street 
Liverpool.  258,996. 

"  Semrad  "  ;  for  cattle-foods.  By  T.  Foden  &  Co.,  Bridge  Mills, 
Water  Street,  Manchester.  259,149. 

"  Chalyspa  " ;  for  a  mineral  table-water.    By  C.  W.  Magg 
Agra  Park,  Melksham,  Wilts.  258,928. 

Combination  of  devices  (two  horns,  "J.  H.,"  and  a  catfish  orna- 
ment used  by  African  natives)  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated 
waters.  By  J.  Holt  &  Co.  (Limited),  81  Dale  Street,  Liver- 
pool. 258,829. 

Combination  of  devices ;  for  stearic-acid  candles.  By  Price's 
Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited!,  31  Threadneedle  Street, 
E.C.  258,165. 

"Petryl";  for  perfumery  and  toilet- articles.  By  Marion 
James  &  Ker  (Limited),  Durham  Grove  Works,  Hackney, 
N.E.  257,396. 

"Dalpeeco";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  W.  E. 
Smith,  525  Glasgow  Road,  Shieldmuir,  Wishaw.  258,962. 

"Hygeso";  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  E.  Cook  i^' 
Co.  (Limited),  East  London  Soapworks,  Bow,  E.  259,334. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  January  27,  1904.) 
"  Antigourmine  "  ("  Anti-gourme  "  disclaimed);  for  veterinary 
substances  in  Class  2.    By  La  Zyma  Society  Anonyme  de 
Bacteriologie  Industrielle,  Montreux,  c/o  Wheatley  &  Mac- 
kenzie, 40  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.  257,460. 

"  Nanbebby  " ;  for  a  veterinary  salve.  By  Newton  Clarkson, 
Market  Place,  Richmond,  Yorlcs,  chemist.  258,106. 

"  Codoint  "  ("Cod"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.  By  Scott  cfc 
Bowne  (Limited),  10  and  11  Stonecutter  Street,  E.C.  259,456. 

"  Buis  an  Tido";  for  chemicals.  By  G.  Hamilton,  5  Charlotte 
Square,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  259,535. 

"  Comtubps  "  ;  for  refined  mineral  oils.  By  F.  Butterworth, 
11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  258,549. 

"  Lemstbaw  "  ;  for  foodstuffs  (but  not  meat-extracts,  &c).  By 
McVitie  &  Price,  Willesden,  N.W.  258,396. 

"  Laitova  "  ("  Lait  "  disclaimed);  for  baking,  egg,  &c,  powders. 
By  Sutcliffe  &  Bingham  (Limited),  Ogden  Street,  Cornbrook, 
Manchester.  258,552. 

"  Uralia  "  ("Ural"  disclaimed);  for  perfumery  and  toilet- 
articles.  By  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Lower 
Priory,  Birmingham.  259,400. 

(From,  the"  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  February  3,  1904.) 

"  Sisco  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  1,  and  oils  in  Class  47.  By 
Sisson  Brothers  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bankside,  Sculcoates, 
Hull.    259,739  and  259,740. 

"  Buttercup  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  S.  H.  Ward,  48  Cranmer 
Street,  Nottingham.  255,379. 

"  Cotoform  "  ;  for  preservatives,  disinfectants,  insect  and  weed 
killers,  veterinary  medicines,  and  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions. By  the  Housa  Chemical-works,  19-21  Wilson  Street, 
Finsbury  Pavement,  E,C.  257,146-7. 
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festivities. 


School  of  Pharmacy  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  was  held  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  February  24.  The  Dean  of  the 
School,  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  was  in  the  chair.  The 
company  numbered  about  eighty  and  included  Mr.  0.  B. 
Allen,  Dr.  Attfield,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  Mr.  J.  O.  Braithwaite, 

Mr.  M.  Oarteighe,  Mr. 
H.  Finnemore,  Mr.  G. 
B.  Francis,  Mr.  A. 
Francis,  Mr.  J.  0. 
Hewlett,  Mr.  Walter 
Hills,  Mr.  B.  M. 
Holmes,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Holmes,  Mr.  T.  H.  W. 
Idris,  Mr.  T.  E.  Les- 
cher,  Dr.  Luff,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney,  Mr.  J.  S.  Ward, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Wretts,  Mr. 
H.  Wright,  and  Pro- 
fessor Wynne.  The 
loyal  toasts  passed,  the 
various  speakers  pro- 
ceeded to  say  nice 
things  about  each 
other.  Mr.  J.  M.  Tre- 
neer  (Bell  scholar), 
proposing 


Professor  H.  G.  Greenish 


maceutical 
said  the 
School  is 
endowed 

school  in  this  country, 
C.  B.  Allen  (Vice-President  of  the  Phar- 


1  The  Phar- 
Society," 
Society's 
the  only 
pharmacy 


and  the  best.  Mr, 

maceutical  Society),  replying,  said  that  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  the  Society  at  that  dinner  might  be  put 
as  an  additional  privilege  attached  to  the  Bell  scholarship, 
and,  after  relating  how  he  (the  speaker)  prophesied  that  Mr. 
Treneer  would  be  the  successful  candidate  at  the  scholarship 
examination,  proceeded  to  tell  of  the  steps  the  Council  have 
taken  to  provide  a  steam  laboratory  for  the  use  of  the  senior 
students.  On  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  fell  the  task  of  proposing 
"  The  School  of  Pharmacy.''  He  referred  to  the  distinguished 
professors  in  whose  charge  the  school  has  always  been — 
Redwood,  Bentley,  Attfield — and  how  the  changed  conditions 
have  led  to  the  appointment  of  Professors  of  the  University 
of  London  to  the  teaching  staff.  The  subjects  have  gradually 
changed  till  now  chemistry  has  become  developed  on  the 
organic  side,  botany  is  becoming  more  and  more  morpho- 
logical, and  materia  medica  involves  the  constant  use  of  the 
microscope.  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  replying,  said  that  if 
the  efficiency  of  the  School  was  to  be  judged  by  the  pass-list, 
it  was  never  more  efficient.  At  the  last  Minor,  70  per  cent, 
of  those  who  went  in  from  the  School  of  Pharmacy  passed. 
He  referred  to  the  readiness  of  the  Council  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  staff  in  providing  convenience  for  practical 
dispensing  and  pharmacy,  and  the  recent  granting  of  a  room 
for  use  as  a  steam  laboratory.  It  is  intended  to  make  the 
new  laboratory  a  model  one,  so  that  pharmacists  can  at 
any  time  call  and  see  what  is  the  best  apparatus  to  use 
for  particular  purposes.  Urgent  calls  of  "We — want — 
Professor — Wynne  "  brought  that  gentleman  to  his  feet,  the 
purport  of  his  remarks  being  that  he  had  never  had  a  class 
of  students  more  keen  on  their  work  than  the  present  batch. 
Mr.  F.  G.  C.  Walker  neatly  gave  "  The  Past  Students,"  and 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  replied.  Mr.  Hills  calculated  that  some 
2,000  students  had  passed  through  the  School  of  Pharmacy, 
and  pictured  what  a  fine  thing  it  would  be  if  all  the  surviving 
students  could  have  a  reunion.  He  then  went  on  to  speak 
of  the  reasons  for  the  decline  in  dispensing.  Some  medical 
men  do  not  use  so  many  drugs  as  formerly.  Whether  this 
was  to  the  public  benefit  he  did  not  know,  but  it  is  a  question 
whether,  as  the  public  like  taking  drugs,  they  are  not  driven 
to  prescribe  for  themselves.  Pharmacists  would  much  rather 
dispense  the  prescriptions  of  physicians  than  hand  out 
Smith's  kidney-pills  or  Jones'  liver-mixture.    In  place  of 


pharmacy,  chemists  have  to  develop  side  lines  either  on  the 
commercial  or  professional  side.  The  training  of  the  phar- 
macist is  the  best  preparation  for  these  side  lines,  still  it  is 
not  the  dispensing  which  pharmacists  are  entitled  to.  Mr. 
Hills  next  spoke  of  the  necessity  for  a  curriculum.  Appren- 
ticeship should  be  taken  in  towns  where  there  are  technical 


schools  to  provide  the  preliminary  scientific  knowledge ,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  apprenticeship  the  young  man  would  pass 
to  a  school  of  pharmacy  better  equipped  than  many  are  at 
present.  Then  the  teaching  at  the  Square  could  be  made 
more  technical,  as  time  would  not  have  to  be  spent  in 
elementary  subjects.  The  toasts  were  interspersed  with 
songs,  "  Square  "  talent  providing  the  harmony,  the  celebrated 
quartette  contributing  several  items  in  the  programme,  which, 
by  the  way,  was  embellished  with  the  above  sketch  by  a 
"  Square  "  man. 

The  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball. 

The  twenty- third  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  was  held  at  the 
Portman  Rooms  on  February  24.  There  was  a  brilliant 
assembly,  and  the  muster  of  junior  pharmacists  and  their 
lady  friends  well  rewarded  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  Percival  Trick).  The  number  present  reached 
the  record  one  of  380.  Supper  was  served  at  midnight,  and 
Mr.  R.  L.  Cassie  ably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  chairman.  In  a 
few  pithy  sentences  he  gave  the  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  Success  to  the  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,"  and  coupled  with  it 
the  name  of  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  Trick,  on  rising  to 
respond,  was  greeted  with  a  burst  of  applause.  With 
characteristic  modesty  he  attributed  the  success  of  the 
evening  to  the  stewards  and  other  gentlemen  who  had 
worked  with  such  unflagging  zeal  on  behalf  of  the  ball.  The 
diaphanous  draperies  of  the  Terpsichorean  votaries  continued 
to  float  rhythmically  to  the  dreamy  strains  of  the  waltz  till 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  and  it  was  not  until  4  A.M. 
that  the  last  carriage  rolled  away  into  the  grey  mist  of  the 
February  dawn. 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  annual  dinner  of  this 
Association  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Dewsbury,  on  February  18. 
Delegates  were  present  from  the  Bradford,  Leeds,  Halifax, 
Wakefield,  Barnsley,  and  Huddersfield  Associations.  During 
the  dinner  selections  were  played  by  a  band,  and  the 
speeches  were  interspersed  with  songs.  Mr.  R.  Gledhill 
(President),  who  presided,  having  proposed  the  loyal  toasts, 
Mi.  R.  Broadhead  (Vice-President)  submitted  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society."  The  Society  had,  he  said,  raised  the 
standard  of  education,  and  obtained  recognition  of  chemists 
as  an  intelligent  body  of  men.  They  heard  a  great  deal 
now  about  territorial  representation  and  some  deep-laid 
scheme  for  altering  things.  He  would  like  an  alteration  on 
the  Council.  Limited-liability  interests,  wholesale  houses, 
proprietary  articles,  and  the  higher  grade  of  pharmacy  were 
all  represented;  but  middle-class  chemists,  who  were  the 
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backbone  of  the  Society,  were  not  represented.  Sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  of  the  members  of  the  Society  were  not 
represented,  but  they  paid  the  piper  while  others  called  the 
tune.  That  was  not  the  Society's  fault.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Chemists  did  not  produce  men  in  their  own  ranks  who  were 
capable  of  representing  them,  and  if  they  did  he  was  afraid 
there  was  enough  snobbery  left  to  make  them  prefer  men 
connected  with  bigger  interests.  Judging  by  the  last 
election,  chemists  were  satisfied  with  the  Council  as  at 
present.  He  had  no  objection  to  territorial  representation, 
but  he  wanted  to  know  how  they  would  benefit.  Mr.  G.  N. 
Gutteridge,  Mr.  J.  Rhodes,  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Barker  (Local  Secre- 
taries for  the  Dewsbury,  Mosley,  and  Spen  Valley  Divisions) 
replied,  each  giving  particulars  as  to  the  progress  in  the 
several  divisions.  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  who  also 
responded,  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Broadhead  that  if  they 
got  territorial  representation  they  would  go  outside  their 
own  areas  to  find  representatives,  neither  did  he  think  that 
the  last  election  showed  that  the  electors  were  satisfied 
with  the  present  state  of  things.  As  long  as  the  present 
system  continued,  the  Council  would  consist  of  men 
who  would  represent  the  interests  of  others  rather  than 
the  interests  of  chemists.  There  ought  to  be  a  pre- 
ponderance of  retailers  on  the  Council.  Alderman  Dunn 
next  proposed  "  The  Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation." In  spite  of  Mr.  Broadhead's  despondent  views,  he 
thought  great  advances  had  been  made  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical world,  and  this  he  believed  was  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  efforts  of  local  associations.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  Sargeant  in  regard  to  territorial  representation. 
He  bad  never  believed  that  London  was  the  only  place 
where  men  with  brains  were  to  be  found.  The  President 
and  Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard  having  replied,  "  Kindred  Associa- 
tions "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Stead,  and  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Hebden  (Halifax),  Mr.  Pollitt  (Leeds),  Mr.  Sykes  (Hudders- 
field),  Mr.  Norwood  (Barnsley),  and  Mr.  Whaley  (Wakefield). 
They  all  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  of  friendly  intercourse 
and  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  from  co-operative 
buying.  "The  health  of  the  President"  was  heartily  drunk, 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  Day ;  and  Mr.  Pickard  proposed 
"  The  Secretary "  (Mr.  G.  Walker)  and  "  The  Visitors." 
A  collection  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  realised  25a'. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Leicester,  on  February  18,  and  was  a  great 
success,  a  party  of  sixty  having  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
menu.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  genial  President  (Mr. 
G.  J.  B.  Woolley),  and  there  were  present  as  guests  Mr.  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme,  Dr.  G.  C.  Franklin,  and  Dr.  Montagu  Williams. 
The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  honoured,  the  President 
proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  pressed  the 
necessity  for  the  proper  and  careful  attention  to  the  educa- 
tion of  young  men  during  apprenticeship.  He  trusted  the 
members  would  be  loyal  supporters  of  the  Society,  who  were 
made  the  "  butt "  for  all  the  grievances  of  the  trade.  Mr. 
Newsholme  replied  in  a  somewhat  lengthy  speech,  during 
which  he  emphasised  the  need  for  a  proper  curriculum  in 
order  for  the  youth  of  the  craft  to  be  properly  prepared,  on 
reaching  their  majority,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
qualifying  examinations,  which  were  of  necessity  stringent. 
Referring  to  Mr.  Tocher's  paper  on  territorial  representation, 
he  characterised  the  scheme  as  a  clever  one,  but  thought 
it  was  energy  wasted.  He  considered  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
had  not  received  the  support  and  enthusiasm  of  the  trade 
that  it  deserved.  He  commended  the  enthusiasm  displayed 
by  the  Leicester  chemists  and  the  good  work  done  by  their 
President  (Mr.  Woolley),  by  Mr.  Butler,  by  their  Hon.  Secre- 
taries (Messrs.  Goodess  and  Hearnshaw),  and  others.  He 
then  made  a  special  plea  on  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 
Mr.  Jos.  Young,  in  a  very  humorous  and  witty  speech,  replied 
on  behalf  of  the  Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Chemists' 
Association.  Dr.  Franklin,  replying  for  "The  Visitors,' 
emphasised  the  necessity  for  a  sound  education  in  following 
any  of  the  professional  pursuits  of  life,  and  the  great 
necessity  of  beginning  the  same  early  and  with  a  definite 
object  in  view.  He  referred  to  the  good  feeling  existing  in 
Leicester  between  the  doctor  and  chemist,  and  trusted  it 
would  continue.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was>  taken  up  by 
Mr.  Goddard  and  others  with  harmony,  and  a  most  delightful 
evening  ended  with  the  chiming  of  the  midnight  hour. 


£be  fl>barmac$  BUI. 

The  Federation  and  Members  op  Parliament. 


MR.  W.  WATSON-WILL,  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary 
of  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations, sends  us  copies  of  a  letter  and  communications 
which  the  Federation  has  sent  to  every  member  of  Par- 
liament. Mr.  Watson -Will  desires  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  whole  body  of  chemists  to  these,  so  that  each  one  may, 
if  he  so  desire,  communicate  with  his  parliamentary  repre- 
sentative, and  thus  individually  ask  for  earnest  consideration 
of  the  Bill.  The  enclosures  are  subjoined,  saving  the  report 
of  the  speech  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  (tbe  Earl  of  Halsbury)  on 
the  Companies  Bill  of  1899,  which  is  familiar  to  our  readers, 
and  was  fully  reported  in  the  C.  cf  D.  at  the  time.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  his  Lordship  then  said  : 

I  am  still  very  strongly  convinced  that  a,  company  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  do  what  a  private  person  is  prohibited  from 
doing,  and  that  the  pu  blic  must  be  protected  from  practices  of 
that  sort.  It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  propriety  of  subjecting 
those  companies  who  are  at  present  carrying  on  businesses  as 
chemists  and  druggists  to  restrictions  such  as  are  proposed  m 
the  Bill. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Federation  Executive  Committee 
make  effective  use  of  this  speech,  and  that  the  manifesto  is 
a  reply  to  Mr.  Jesse  Boot's  communication  to  M.P.'s  before 
the  Session  opened. 

The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  of  Great 
Britain. 

Executive  Committee  1903-4  : 
Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  Glasgow  (Chairman) ;  Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke, 
Gravesend ;  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe,  Sheffield  ;  Mr.  G.  T.  Turner,  Bristol. 

Hon.  Treasurer  and  Secretary  : 
W.  Watson- Will. 

162  Kennington  Park  Road,  London,  S.E., 

February  23,  1904. 

Sib, — At  the  request  of  the  Executive  of  this  Federation  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  communication  having  a  direct  bearing 
on  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  which,  if  possible,  is  to  be  introduced 
into  Parliament  this  Session. 

As  this  Federation  represents  thousands  of  chemists,  they  trust 
you  will  give  this  Bill  your  very  serious  consideration,  especially 
seeing  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  letter  referred  to  in 
the  accompanying  communication  can  be  proved  to  be  contrary  to 
fact. 

In  order  to  verify  this  you  have  only  to  look  on  the  Bill,  when 
you  will  find  it  supported  and  backed  by  the  same  members  who 
did  so  on  a  previous  occasion,  thus  discounting  the  statement 
made  that  these  members  were  "  deliberately  misled." 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Watson-Will. 

Be  New  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Sir, — A  letter  has  recently  been  addressed  to  you  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Drug  Companies'  Association  (Limited)  in  respect  to 
the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  which  was  before  the  House 
of  Commons  last  Session,  and  is  proposed  to  be  introduced  again 
during  the  coming  Session. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  conveys  the  impression  that  the  legisla- 
tion has  been  initiated  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  monopoly  for  registered  chemists. 

I  desire  to  bring  before  you  certain  facts  in  this  connection 
which  show  the  origin  of  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
which  is  designed  to  include  limited  companies  in  their  purview. 

In  1895  a  Departmental  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  heard 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  Acts  relating  to  joint- 
stock  companies,  and  in  the  course  of  their  report  suggested  that 
the  Pharmacy  and  Medical  Acts  should  be  amended  so  that  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  by  limited  companies  should 
be  controlled. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1898, 
and  as  it  did  not  deal  with  this  company  question  the  Lord 
Chancellor  (the  Earl  of  Halsbury)  introduced  an  amending  clause 
dealing  with  the  matter  ;  this  clause  was  subsequently  dropped,  as 
the  Bill  was  one  dealing  solely  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  clause  which  his  Lordship  proposed 
to  introduce  was  one  which  he  had  previously  embodied  in  a  short 
measure  for  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  which  he 
laid  before  the  House  of  Lords  in  March,  1898. 

The  clause  was  again  introduced  into  the  Companies  Bill  of 
1899,  but  at  the  last  moment  was  withdrawn  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
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oellor,  a  copy  of  whose  speech  on  that  occasion,  as  reported  by 
Hansard,  I  enclose  herewith. 

In  the  Session  following  the  Companies  Bill  was  by  the  House 
of  Lords  passed  with  the  clause  dealing  with  Pharmacy  Act  as 
approved. 

Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  suggested  to  the  Standing  Committee  at  the  last 
moment  that  the  clause  and  one  dealing  with  the  Medical  Acts 
should  be  removed  from  the  Bill.  Mr.  Ritchie  then  said  that  he 
considered  the  clauses  were  "  good  on  the  whole,"  but  thought 
they  were  out  of  place  in  a  Companies  Machinery  Bill.  It  is 
since  these  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  itself  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  undertaken  the  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  with  the  view  to  remedying  the  defect  that  seven 
individuals  as  a  company  may  do  what  any  one  of  them  cannot  do 
under  the  terms  of  the  Act— namely,  carry  on  business  as  chemists 
and  druggists  and  deal  in  poisons.  Notwithstanding  that  the 
object  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  was  declared  to  be  "  that  it  is 
expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  public  that  persons  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  and  compounding  of  poisons, 
and  persons  known  as  chemists  and  druggists,  should  possess  a 
competent  practical  knowledge  of  their  business,"  that  provision 
is  entirely  absent  in  the  case  of  companies,  and  the  proposal  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  a  perfectly  just  one — viz.,  that  if 
companies  are  to  keep  open  shop  for  these  purposes  they  shall  at 
least  ensure  to  the  public  a  measure  of  qualified  supervision  akin 
to  that  of  the  individual  chemist  by  appointing  chemists  and 
druggists  as  directors  of  the  company.  I  may  inform  you  that 
hundreds  of  companies  have  now  been  registered  for  the  express 
purpose  of  evading  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  the  aforesaid  manner.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  keep  an  open  mind  on  the  question, 
and  when  the  Pharmacy  Bill  comes  before  the  House  of  Commons 
you  will  give  effect  to  the  obvious  intention  of  the  Legislature  by 
securing  some  measure  of  control  of  limited  companies  under  this 
Act.  Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Watson-Will. 


Stampe^meMctne  IRotea, 


Points  from  Submitted  Labels. 

Aperient  Draught. — The  following  sentence  occurs 
in  an  otherwise  non-liable  label : 

A  blue  pill  at  night  and  this  draught  in  the  morning  will  be 
found  extremely  beneficial  to  persons  of  a  bilious  habit. 

This  recommendation  makes  the  draught  dutiable,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  exemption  (54/21). 

"Tincture  op  Myrrh  and  Borax  for  the  teeth  and 
gums  "  is  not  dutiable,  but  is  made  so  on  a  label  by  the 
statement  "  will  be  found  invaluable  in  cases  where  the  teeth 
are  loosened  from  diseases  or  other  causes."  The  B.I.R. 
do  not  regard  "loose  teeth"  as  an  ailment,  but  "teeth 
loosened  by  disease"  is  a  different  story  (54/21). 

Drug-store  Keepers  get  Exemption  3. 

Since  the  decision  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones,  the  Patent- 
medicine  Vendors'  and  Drug-stores  Association  has  been 
working  to  obtain  for  its  members,  and,  therefore,  virtually 
for  persons  who  trade  as  chemists  or  druggists  but  who 
are  not  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  privilege  of 
Exemption  3  to  the  general  charge  of  duty  under  the 
Medicine- stamp  Act,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  have 
succeeded.  Through  their  solicitors  (Messrs.  Markby, 
Stewart  &  Co.,  Coleman  Soreet,  E.C.),  they  submitted  a  series 
of  illustrative  cases,  it  being  contended  that  if  a  person  has 
served  a  bond-fide  apprenticeship  to  a  surgeon,  apothecary, 
chemist,  or  druggist  he  is  now,  as  such  persons  were  in 
1812,  entitled  to  the  exemption  as  to  non-stamping  of 
known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies.  Four  of  the 
illustrative  cases  were  as  follows : 

1.  A  drug-store  keeper  who  in  1858  was  apprenticed  for  four 
years  to  a  medical  practitioner  who  kept  open  shop,  and  has  been 
continuously  in  the  drug-trade  since  as  chemist's  assistant,  but 
has  been  in  business  on  his  own  account  for  ten  years. 

2.  A  drug- store  keeper  who  was  apprenticed  in  1865  to  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  and  served  five  and  a  half  vears.  Has  had 
a  drug-store  of  his  own  for  twenty  years. 

3.  A  drug-store  keeper  who  was  in  1867  apprenticed  to  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  and  has  been  in  the  trade  since  that  time. 

t.  a  drug-store  keeper  who  in  1881  was  apprenticed  to  a 

S.^vras8i,t  for  seven  years'  and  has  8moe  beei1  in 
ousiness  on  his  own  account. 


None  of  these  gentlemen  is  registered  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  They  are  Nos.  1  to  4 
referred  to  below. 

The  Patent-medicine  Vendors'  and  Drug-stores  Association 
was  working  with  the  Wholesalers'  Association,  of  which 
Mr.  Parkinson  is  President,  in  regard  to  the  body-name 
concession ;  but  when  that  was  on  the  way  the  former 
concentrated  its  attention  on  Exemption  3.  The  result  of 
the  whole  matter  is  summed  up  in  the  following  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue : 

21,115  S. 


1904. 


Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C., 

February  9,  1904. 
Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  illustrations  numbered  1  to  4  would  be 
regarded  as  entitled  to  the  special  exemption  from  medicine 
stamp-duty  in  favour  of  well-known  remedies  where  the  con- 
ditions mentioned  in  the  circular  letter  of  the  15th  August  last 
are  complied  with.  The  persons  described  in  the  illustrations 
numbered  5  to  7  would  not  be  regarded  as  perfons  qualified  to 
claim  this  exemption,  nor  would  the  person  mentioned  in  illus- 
tration No.  6  be  so  regarded  unless  he  is  de  facto  a  surgeon. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley,  Secretary. 
Messrs.  Markby,  Stewart  &  Co.,  Solicitors, 
Coleman  Street,  London. 

The  cases  Nos.  1  to  4  are  similar  to  A.  and  B.,  the  persons 
not  being  registered  chemists  and  druggists.  The  unrecog- 
nised cases  are  those  of  persons  who  have  acted  as  army- 
dispensers  or  have  been  dispensers  to  medical  practitioners. 

The  Association  which  has  obtained  this  extraordinary 
concession  (we  comment  upon  it  on  page  350)  was  founded 
in  1892,  and  was  re-formed  last  year  with  a  new  title  and 
new  basis,  its  objects  being 

To  associate,  for  the  protection  of  their  common  interests, 
persons  carrying  on  business  as  drug-stores  and  licensed  vendors 
of  patent  medicines,  whether  in  connection  with  the  business  of 
general  storekeepers  or  otherwise,  and  especially  for  defence  in 
prosecutions  which  may  be  instituted  against  any  of  them  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  or  any  other  Act  from  time  to  time  in 
force  restricting  or  affecting  the  trade  in  drugs  and  patent  medi- 
cines. 

To  obtain  legal  advice  and  assistance  in  reference  to  any 
questions  that  may  from  time  to  time  arise  affecting  the  above- 
mentioned  trades  or  businesses  or  any  of  them,  and  generally  to 
do  all  such  acts  and  things  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  or 
desirable  for  the  promotion  of  their  interests  in  every  legal  way. 

The  office- bearers  are:  President,  Mr.  J.  Cawthorne 
(Leeds)  ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  W. 
Huntrods  (Leeds)  ;  and  Hon. 
General  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Leggett,  95  Boaler  Street,  Liver- 
pool. The  Secretary  is  already 
known  to  the  trade  as  one  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  Privy 
Council's  Poisons  Committee.  He 
has  been  Secretary  to  the 
organisation  for  eleven  years, 
and  has  worked  on  this  exemp- 
tion business  very  keenly.  He 
is  one  of  those  who  will  person- 
ally benefit  by  the  decision,  as 
he  is  in  business  on  his  own 
account  and  satisfies  the  con- 
ditions. We  ought  to  say  that 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  not  made  a  general 
ruling.  Each  case  is,  we  understand,  to  be  considered  on 
its  merits,  and  the  Board  have  to  be  satisfied  that  any 
claimants  conform  with  the  statutory  requirements.  As  a 
matter  of  interest,  we  give  the  portrait  of  the  man  who  has 
taken  so  prominent  a  part  in  outwitting  registered  chemists 
and  virtually  depriving  them  of  their  birthright. 

In  Germany  a  movement  is  on  foot  for  enforcing  the  use  of  the 
metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  for  certain  goods  imported 
from  abroad.  It  is  thought  that  the  movement  will  eventually  be 
successful,  in 'which  case  British  manufacturers  would  be  com- 
pelled to  supply  the  German  market  with  goods  complying  with 
the  decimal  system 
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ADVERTISER,  several  years  with  leading  Firm ;  Correspondence 
and  Advertising  department;  capable  organiser.   Apply,  131/ i4, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


A  SSISTANT  desires  position  in  Wholesale  ;  Apothecaries'  Hall  quali- 
fieatjpn  ;  Wet,  Dry,  and  Retail  experience ;  excellent  references.  139/7, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


WHOLESALE.— Surgical  Instruments,  Sundries. — Situation  desired  : 
London  ;  varied  experience ;  married.    "  Assistant,"  123  Saltram 
Crescent,  Paddington. 


TO/fl IDDLE-AGED  qualified  Chemist  desires  appointment  in  ware- 
If  8  hou-e  or  on  road ;  accustomed  to  control ;  varied  experience. 
Mitchell,  Loddon,  Norfolk. 


ADVERTISER  (2b)  desires  engagement:  Wholesale,  Surgical  In- 
struments, and  Sundries ;  7  years'  experience  ;  excellent  references. 
138/39,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


HpRAVELLER  desires  appointment;  Drnggi-t  Sundries  preferied; 

I  good  connection  South  Coast  and  Scotland ;  aged  45 ;  excellent  refer- 
ences.  "  H.  Z."  (143/15),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


EXPERIENCED  Traveller  ;  Instruments,  Drugs,  Specialities,  Sun- 
dries ;  connection,  surgeons,  ho=nitals,  chemists  ;  good  salesman  and 
interviewer.   "  Ergotine"  (139-/37),  Offica  of  this  Paper. 


SCOTCHMAN,  qualified  Chemist  and  Photographic  Dealer  (39), 
desires  post  as  Representative  in  Drugs,  Sundries,  or  Photographic 
Materials  ;  excellent  references.   142/3,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


YOUNG  Geu'leman,  experienced  Drugs,  Sundries,  &c,  would',  ike  to 
hear  from  Wholesale  house  with  view  to  representing  same ;  well 
rccommmdel.    Address,  "Thorough"  (137/11),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


ANTED,  situation  as  Manager  of  Proprietary  Articles,  Manufac- 
ture or  otherwise ;  8  years'  experience  as  Manager  of  same ; 
a?ed35;  good  references,  &c. ;  not  disengaged.  Address,  143/17,  Office  of 
ih is  Paper. 


GENTLEMAN,  aged  35.  qualified  Chemist,  desires  post  in  Wholesale 
house.  Drugs,  Chemicals,  Photographic,  as  Representative  or  other- 
wise :  srond  address,  energetic,  and  not  afraid  of  work  ;  total  abstainer. 
138/7.  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLING  -  REPRESENTATIVE.  —  Gentleman  (thoroughly 
experienced  all  departments)  desires  re-engagement  shortly  with 
well-known  firm  (Drugs,  or  allied  Branch)  on  salary,  commission,  and 
expenses;  Northern,  Eastern,  or  Midland  Counties  f  connection)  preferred  ; 
excellent  references;  security.  Address,  ■' Chem.-Drug"  (131/8),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 


3s.  Qd.for  50  words  or  leas  ;  Gd.for  every  10  words  beyond 


AGENCY  (good) required  by  gentleman  ;  6 years  carrying  Perfumes  and 
Druggists'  Sundries  ;  accounts  open  ;  Midland  andNorth  ;  terms, 
part  expenses  and  com.    144  5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


AGENCY  in  Dublin  required,  with  or  without  depot,  for  rugs, 
Chemicals,  Pharmaceutical  Specialities,  Perfumes,  &c. ;  wide  ex- 
perience of  the  trade.  Wholesale  and  Retail,  and  exceDtional  opportunity 
lor  cultivating  the  Irish  market.  Addnss,  "  Dublin,"  c/o  J.  W.  Vickers, 
b  Nicholas  Lane,  E.C. 

AGENT  required  in  Glasgow  (by  London  firm  of  Merchants  and 
Importers),  for  sale  of  well-known  Products,  in  bulk;  first-class 
connection  with  all  Wholesale  Druggists  indispensable.  Write,  stating 
articles  already  handled.  Address,  "Merchants,"  72  Fenchureh  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


A WELL-ESTABLISHED  Firm,  with  warehouse  and  offices  in 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  is  desirous  of  meeting  home  firms  who 
wish  to  have  their  lines  economically  anil  vigorously  pushed  in  the  Aus- 
tralian States  and  New  Zealand.  Address, "  Sydney  "  (124/20),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


jj  UGHES  &  COSSAR,  Importers  and  Indent  Agents,  Auckland,  New 
B  *  Zealand,  are  open  to  undertake  Sole  Agencies  for  New  Zealand  ;  im- 
porters of  all  heavy  and  fine  Drugs  and  Ohemicals,  Bottles  and  Jars,  Con- 
fectioners' .Requisites,  Tanning  Materials,  and  all  classes  of  goods  lor 
manufacturing  purposes:  consignments  accepted ;  correspondence  invited  ; 
bank  references  forwarded  on  application. 


PRESERVATIVES  AND  COLOURINGS. — We  are  desirous  of 
1  appointing  one  firm  of  leading  Chemists  only  as  Selling  Agents  in 
centres  of  Agricultural  districts,  and  invite  applications  for  terms  from 
firms  having  a  connection  amongst  Dairymen.  Cheese  and  Butter  Factories, 
and  Farmers.   Keeps  (Limited),  4  Redcross  Street,  London,  E.G. 


festivities. 


It  was  -a  wonderful  spectacle,  and  a  splendid  entertain- 
ment. About  1,000  gentlemen  were  present,  and  they 
overflowed  into  the  aisles  and  galleries  of  the  Hall.  At  one 
stage  of  the  proceedings  Sir  Horace  Tozer,  K.O.M.G.,' 
Agent-General  for  Queensland,  helped  Sir  John  Bingham  in 
the  duties  of  the  chair,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Copeland 
Agent-General  for  New  South  Wales,  was  also  present. 
The  company  represented  that  important  section  of  trade 
which  next  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  to  specially 
appeal  to,  and  we  observed  that  some  connected  with  the 
drug  trade  hart  responded  to  the  committee's  invitation  to 
join  in  the  pleasure  that  prevailed.  One  of  the  entertainers 
gave  a  clever  travesty  of  "  Datas,"  and  amongst  his  quips  was 
this  one:  "'What  is  aught  multiplied  by  aught?' — It  is 
oxo.    Am  I  right,  sir?  " 

Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  supped  together  on 
February  23  in  the  Bonaccord  Hotel,  Market  Mtreet,  Aber- 
deen, Mr.  Wm.  Giles  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  turnout  was 
large,  and  after  supper  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were 
given  and  responued  to.  Then  followed  a  programme  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  the  outstanding  feature  of  which 
was  a  topical  parody  of  "  Father  O'Flynn  "  sung  by  Mr. 
Simpson.  We  have  only  room  for  the  second  verse  and 
chorus  : 

Don't  rave  of  your  experts  in  facts  territorial, 
Nor  of  your  savants  with  minds  professorial, 
For  I  would  say  without  being  sensorial, 

President  Giles  is  a  match  for  them  all. 
All  the  Executive  know  oijr'.s  fame, 
Even  examiners  quake  at  the  name  : 
Eight  from  the  highest  one  down  to  the  flyest  one, 

All  of  them  have  to  respond  to  his  call. 

Chorus. 

Here's  a  health  to  you,  President  Giles, 
Famed  for  your  'cuteness  around  here  ior  miles ; 
In  matters  parochial,  things  pharmaceutical, 
Known  as  a  jolly  good  sort  by  us  all. 

The  other  artistes  included  Messrs.  Cable,  Cran,  Duflon, 
Forsyth,  Johnston,  Mutch,  Strathdee  and  the  Haiter  Party. 
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West  Ham  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  very  successful  s  cooking-concert  was  held  in  connection 
with  this  Association  at  the  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate,  on 
February  25  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell 
(President),  and  among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Blades 
(senior  and  junior),  Soper,  Cleland,  fUrnes,  Johnson,  Reed, 
Leicester,  White,  Eastman,  Evans,  Casoleton,  Clapp,  Weston, 
A.  H.  Gw.nn.  Ashby,  Knight,  Hoyle,  Etohauser,  Titford, 
Rattenbury,  Rippin,  Barratt,  Potter,  Seed,  Gwinn  (Secretary), 
&c.  Songs  were  excellently  rendered  by  Messrs.  Blades,  juo., 
Knight,  Ashby,  Titford ;  recitations  were  given  by  Messrs. 
Eastman  and  Soper ;  while  the  comic  element  was  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Frank  Rattenbury.  Messrs  Knight  and  Gwinn  sang 
"The  Army  and  Navy"  duet,  and  a  novel  introduction  was  a 
series  of  anecdotes  told  by  Mr.  Horace  Weston.  The  duties 
of  accompanist  were  ably  carried  out  by  Mr.  Johnson.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  program  ue  the  Chairman  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  h-td  Kinily  entertained  them 
that  evening,  which  was  very  heartily  accorded  The  Chair- 
man also  reminded  the  members  of  the  Association  that  the 
next  meeting  on  March  10  was  the  annual  meeting,  at  which 
some  important  business  would  be  brought  forward,  and 
particularly  desired  that  the  whole  members  of  the  trade 
would  make  a  special  effort  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 
The  singing  of  the  National  Anthem  brought  the  meeting  to 
a  close. 


Comma  fluents. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  March  7. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W-,  at  8  p.m.  "Observations  on  Cotton 
aud  Nitrated  Cotton,"  by  Mr.  H.  de  Mosenthal ;  and  "  The 
Products  and  Relative  L'emp mature  of  Combustion  of  Some 
Smokeless  Powders,"  by  Messrs.  W.  MacNab  and  A.  E. 
Leighton. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 

Lecture  I.  by  Mr.  Bertram  Blount  on  "  Recent  Advances  in 

Electro-chemistry." 
Deiosbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church  Street. 

at  8.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting  and  discussion  on  the  PA.T.A. 

and  Co  operative  Stores,  opened  by  Mr.  J.  Day. 

Tuesday,  March  8. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal,  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 
9  p.m.    Conversational  evening. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association,  Golden  Cross  Hotel,  at  9  p.m. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Evening  meeting.  Mr.  H. 
Finnemore  on  "  Some  Spurious  Virginian  Prune-barks,"  and 
Miss  E.  S.  Hooper  on  "  A  Supposed  Beilscbmiedea  bark." 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Queen  Hotel,  at  8.45  p.m. 
Discussion  on  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Act(?Bill)  and 
the  latest  action  ol  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities. 

Wednesday,  March  9. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  Montgomery 
Hall,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Evans  on  "The  Nutritive  Value  of 
Patent  Foods." 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  Metropole, 
West  Clayton  Street,  at  8.30  p.m.  Discussion  on  P.A.TA 
and  C.O.D. 

Jjondon  Chemists'  Association  (South  London  Branch1,  the 
Horns,  Kennington,  at  3.30  p.m.  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty  on 
"  Co-operative  Buying."  Mr.  V.  H.  C.  Baskin  will  exhibit 
and  explain  new  photographic  apparatus. 

Thames  Valley  Chemists'  Association,  Freemasons'  Club, 
Richmond,  at  7.30  P.M.  "Radium  and  Polonium,"  with 
experiments,  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Glevv.  "  Cash-on- Delivery " 
system  will  also  be  discussed,  and  a  musical  programme  will 
follow. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Victoria  Hotel,  at 
7.30  P.M.    Mr.  J.  Grier  will  give  some  "  Dispensing  Notes." 

Nottingham  Chemists'  Association,  Calvert's  Cafe,  Long  Row, 
at  8.45.  Mr.  T.  Maben  on  "  The  Preparation  of  Serums  and 
Vaccines." 


Thursday,  Maxell  10. 

West  Ram  Chemists'  Association,Fji.v\hara  Hall,  Earlham  Grove, 
Forest  Gate,  E.    Annual  meeting. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Univeraitv,  Birmingham, 
at  8.30  P  M.  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  on  "The  Order  of 
Mixing,"  and  Mr.  Mab°n  will  lecture  on  "  The  Preparation  of 
Serums  and  Vaccines."  .  , 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Fairburn's  Restaurant,  Athenteum 
Buildings,  Park  Lane,  Leeds,  at  8.30  p.m.  Smoking-concert 
in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  Tickets  may  be  had  from 
Mr.  S.  R,  Mundell,  31  Hillidge  Road,  Hunslet. 

North  Staffordshire  Association.    Ordinary  meeting. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel,  at 
3.30  p.m.    Committee  meeting. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  d  P  M.  Mr.  VV.  Ma.e  EUisa  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Microscope  as  a  Hobby." 

Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  West  Sartle- 
pool,  at  8.30  p.m.  Alderman  Clarksou  will  open  a  discussion 
on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  Compulsory  Closing  (Shop  Bill). 

Friday,  March  11. 

Puoyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain  Albemarle  Street,  Piceadillr, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  F.  C.  Troubon,  F.R.S.,  on  "  The 
Motion  of  Viscous  Substances." 


Interphabmacy  Football  League. — The  committee  have 
arranged  for  the  second  annual  evening  concert  to  be  held  at 
the  Crown  Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Wednesday,  March  16, 
at  8  p.m.,  when  the  cup  and  medals  will  be  presented.  The  pro- 
gramme has  been  arranged  by  Mr.  Sidney  Jamieson,  and  Mr. 
W.Watson-Will  will  preside.  The  committee  hope  that  there 
will  be  a  large  attendance,  and  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all 
who  are  connected  with  pharmacy.  Tickets  (Is.  each)  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Kirkland,  London 
College  of  Pharmacy,  323  Clapham  Roal,  S.W. 


"  Tie  Chemist  and  Druggist "  Publications, 

LATEST  ADDITIONS. 

"  Elementary  D  is  pens  fns/  Practice." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  Ph.C,  F.C.S. 

Specially  written  for  apprentices  and  junior  assistants.  Gives  sound 
instruction  to  learners  and  points  to  the  experienced. 

Price  3s.  6d.,  by  post  3s.  9d. 

"  Opening  a  Pharmacy." 

A  new  edition,  telling  all  about  the  opening  orders,  and  gives  besides 
commercial  and  legal  information  which  is  specially  valuable  to  chemists 
starting  in  business  for  themselves. 

Price  2s.,  by  post  2s.  3d. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Medicine -stamp 

Acts j  together  with  notes  on  pharmacy  law,  and 
other  legal  and  official  matters  of  interest  to  chemists 
and  druggists. 

Reprinted  from  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1904.       Price  Is.,  post  free. 


ALSO   NOW  READY, 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  Vo\  II. 

An  indispensable  book,  giving  complete  and  sound  information  about 
medicine-stamp  law,  and  recipes  for  hundreds  of  saleable  specialities. 
The  outstanding  peculiarity  of  the  book  is  that  the  formulas  are  the 
actual  working  recipes  for  popular  preparations — i.e., "  known,  admitted, 
and  approved"  by  chemists  aud  their  customers,  as  well  as  by  the  law. 
The  volume  does  not  embody  the  contents  of  the  first  volume  (now  in 
the  fifth  edition),  but  is  distinct  from  it  and  a  companion  to  it. 

Price  10s.  net,  or  post  free  10s.  6d. 


